DV VERGERS | 


HYVMBLE REFLECTIONS 


VPON SOME PASSA- 
ges of the right Honorable 
the Lady Marchioneſle 

of Nevvcaltles 


OLIO. 


OR 
IN APPEALE FROM 


her mes-informed , to her oyune 
better informed idgement. 


br 
Ra 
. 


PRINTED AT LONDON. 


I M. DC. LY1I. 


> — 


— 


WAV [ERS 5 
LC Teerdit fv” 


THE EPISTLE 


TO HE 


RIGHT HONORABLE 
THE MARCHIONESSE 


OF NEVVCASTLE. 
eq LDAME; 


Your delicious and ex® 
quiſite OLIO which you 
hw generouſly expoſed to regale , and 
| feaſt a whole world of peop ple, by the 

| Fawour of a noble friend , FLA; > in- 
' to my Way, Who amnot accuſtomed to 
feede of ſuch dainties, ſo delicatly dreſ= 
ſed, ſeaſoned ,ſett out With all that ſee« 


mes rich in nature , eſpecially where « 


hand ſo noble, ſo iluriouſy ill, 


had daizredto be the cooke. Andhow euer 

my ordmarie poore fare ves not _ 
ſe ſome one ſingle dishe , yer wiere I ob- 
= ſerned a kind cf wnbounded magnifi- 

Z cence , and bountie,had bene at the char- 
I ges ro make a common vanket for all 1 
could not conceiue my ſelfe excluded, | 
how ever homely. MADAME,1 | 
muſt ingenucuſly confeſſe that at the | 
firſt onſett , my sharpe apperite greedily | 
tooke downe thoſe wvnaccuſiomed catcs, 

and that with much ſatisfaction , and 

delight ( cying in it the honour of our 

nation, and ſexe , wherin we haue had | 
but few arguments of ſuch abilitie) till 
C 1 had paft a great part of that which 
| firſt offered it [elfe. But w en | cameſo 
| farre mnto your OLIO , that Menaſti- 
call life diſconerd ir ſelfe , I maſt not 
| lye to you, 1 mett with mortels ſo wal- 
| lowish and unſound , that I may net ſay, 
| wholy corrupted, that my ſtomacke be- 
gan to ryſe, and loathe , What formerly 


it ſo much liked. And albeit euen thoſe 
partes too. relis/;ed ,in ſome degree , the 
delightes of your skilfull hand , yet [I 

could nor but ſuſpe , what / found true, 
that you had mett with fraudulent 
Caterers , ( in whom you were but too 
confident ) who abuſed your credglitie , 
and goodnes , and fpoyled your feaſte, 
by ſtealing t' err flale , and corrupt in- 
gredientes upon your Honour , to the 
dichonour of what was otherwiſe excel- 
lent. MADAME, | will make it my 
buſines , with your Honours le:ue , to. 
make them, and their ſtuffe appeare to 
your Laſp. And all the world, ſuch as 
indcede it is , flale, unſound, corrupted. 
And t/is,to pay 8 dutie to trath, with 
all ti: ſubmiſſion , and reſpect to your 


Honour tmaginable. 
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A MONASTIC AL LIFE. 
Tut OrL1o. Pag. 28. 


1. C\ Ome diſÞraiſe a Monaſtical life 2. and 

ſay they are the droanes 1n a4 Common = 
wealth ; to ſuck out that honey they neuer 
rook pains to gather, 3. and that they are an 
idle , laxie , and Wnprofitable people , for ſay 
they, 4+ they gonor towars to aduenture their 
lives , or haz ard thary [1ues, hut liye free, and 
ſecure not troubled with the noiſe of the bat- 
cles, onely hſten to hear the fucceſſe, where- 
in they may vine ther opmions,and cenſaves, 
then that they neuer cultivate , or manure the 
lands for mcreaſe , but eat of the plenty, prea 
rending beg gery, but mmgroſſe all the wealth ; 
5. and for the women , there are as many 
kept barren as would populate whole nations. 

But they 1n thety owne defence , ſay, that 
they caſt off all pleaſures of the world , lye 
cold, and hard, eat ſparingly, watch and pray, 
and nor onely ro pray for dhemſelues , or for 
the dead ; but for thoſe that are incumbred 1n 
wordly cares ; beſides ſay they , it u profitable 
fo the Common-wealth , for men that haue 
ſmall effates , and many children, not being 
able to maintain them according to they qua- 
ities , and degrees, may run into many era 
yours; for want of means , which may disturb. 
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not only families , but mhole ſtates , where a 
Monaſiical life , a ſmall portion , and alu- 
tle mill ſerue the turn , onelyrokeep ſoul and 
body tegether, 1n n. hich their liues are peace- 
able ,and ful of deuction ; but the Layrie an- 
ſwers , that the third part of the wealth of 
Chriſtendom ooeth to the maintenance of the 
Church, only in conſideration of Jounger chal- 
drez , that VVill be content , and ſome are 
forced 1n ; yet after that rate there mill be 
little for the eldeſt , n hich remaine without, 
nor will be ,if they go on tolay ſuch burthens 
Vpon mens conſciences, and ſuch ſums Vpon 
thoſe burthens to buy them out ; neither i there 
any fert of men more buſie im diſturbing the 
Common-wealth; for thoſe that haue not a&{iue 
1mployement , either 1n the ordinary affaives 
of the world , or extraordinary affaires 11 the 
Common=-wealth , theiy thoughts corrupt beg 
not exerciſed in ation , they grow fattious, 
which cauſetb diſtraftions 5 for there 1s more 
war amons ſt the Chriſtians about their opt 
nions then wpon any cauſe elſe. Thu ſatth the 
one ſide, 6. but their enemnes ſay that they are 
not only the couctous , but the greateſt cheaters 
12 the world, and all Ynder Woe fr Gods 
ſake ; for ſaythey , 7. they bring in ceremony 
for gaines ,1n that 8. they ſer all the mercies 


3 
of God to ſale , for what ſins cannot be boughe 
for money; as adulterery inceſt, murther, blaſ- 
phemy , and ſins paſt, and preſent; 9. as for 
whores they permit them, to liue loosly with- 
ont punishment , and allot therern ſtreets and 
houſes, to increaſe their ſins , in which 10, 
they do authoriſe ſin for a ſum , for they pay 
rribute to the Church , and not onely ſins paſt 
and preſent , but to come : 11. as witneſſe the 
yeares of jubule ; beſides the head takes Vpan 
them , the power of damnation , and ſalVa- 
t10n ,4s witneſſe the excommunications , and 
rf not aut , and 172 of hell; yet out and 1m of 
Purgatory, vuhich Purgatory us 4 great re- 
venue to them ; yet they haue 4 countenance 
for ther coucteouſneſſe , which s 12. that th? 
offendant muſt haue 4 true contrition, cy thery 
ſum of money VVill do them no 200d , no more 
thenVyill atrue contrition Yuithout the ſum 3 
13. but ſurely Monaſticall liues , are Very pro- 
fitable to the Common -VVealth , Vhatſoener 
it bee for the ſoul, for it keeps peace and makes 
plenty , and bevets, a habit of ſobriety VWvhich 
glues a pood example, and many times draves 
chety oVVn mindes , though naturally other- 
wiſe diſpoſed, to follow the outward carriage, 
for the cuſtome of the one , may alter the na- 
rure of the other , anl in that they keep peace, 
a i 


uer6«6464a46 bg EE ae REIT 3 


4 

is, becauſe they live ſunvle lives, not for the 
quarels of mar71age , but 1 10t oppreſiing the 
K ingdom 1n 0uer-populating 1t; for thoſe 11119 - 
aoms that ave Very full of people , ereVV mu- 
rinous , and run into ciuil YVars , Vhere 
many ſtates ave forced towar ypon thery ne1g- 

FF bours ; for no other end but to diſtharge the 
ſtomack of the Common-wealth 3 for feare ie 
should breed 1ncurable diſeaſes. Beſides , a 
Comon-wealth may be oner/locur, like grounds 
which cauſerh great deartl and plagues ,in a 
Common=wealth , ſo that thoſe ſtates which 
haue more ty ffic then men are rich, where 
thoſe chat haue more men , then trade, ave 
poor 3 and Ciml wars proceed not ſo much out 
of plenty , as out of proud peuerty: the next 
cauſe for plenty , they are of a ſpare diet , and 
mojt of what they eat or should eat, by thety 
order , u F1s', Roots, and the te ; but if they 
do get a 900d bit,one may ſay, much good may 
1t ao them, for they vet it by ſtealth,and eat it 
2n fear ,at leaſt nvt openly tv auoid ſcandal ; 
but if they do not ſpare 13 the matter of meat, 
yet they ſpare in the manner , which cuts off 
all prodigal ſuper fluities of the feaſting , or 
; open honſe-keepins , wherern us ſpoiled more 
then eaten , neither duth it relieve the hanovy, 
by the Almes-basket 3 ſo much as tt ourr- 
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govpes the full : and Ceremonies keeps the 
Church 1% ordey , and giue it magmficency : 
beſides it s beneficial to the State , for it Amu- 
ſes the Common people and buſies thetr mindes, 
and it s, 45 It were a recreation and paſtime 
to them , 45 Saints dayes and thelike ; nay they 
take pleaſure , and make a recreation to haue 
faſting dayes, ſo as they haue much to think. 
on , and imploy their ume 1m , as faſting 
dayes , Proceſiions of Saints , Confeſcions, Pe- 
nance, Abſolutions, and the lice , as Maſſe 
and Muſick , and shewes, as at Chriſtmas, 
Eaſter , our Lady day , and on many dayes of 
the yeere, and theſe not affording one and the 
ſame, but varieties 11: all ; beſides, every Saint 
hau!ng po er to grant ſeveral requeſts ; it wil 
take Vp ſome time to know what to ask of them, 
and all theſe one would think, were ſufficient, 
20 keep out murmur aid diſcontent , hich us 
oor by udleneſſe , which is the cauſe of rebelli= 
62. Thus the Church buſies the people , and 
keeps therr minds 1n peace , ſv inat theſe Mo- 
naſiical men , which are the Church, « the 
nurſe ro quiet the pecple , or the Masters to ſet 
them on , wherein they newer de , Vileſſe it be 
742 the deffence of C hrt/t1a1 R clzo10n, 1n which 
all 201d men ought ts follow ; and ſurely 1t is 
beneficial ro the Commun realy , what ſoeue , 
4 19 
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i be for the foul , and for their ſouls, 1 4. al.- 
though rationally one would think that God 
should not take delight in shauen heads ; oy 
bare and dirty feet ,or cold backs , or hungry 


ftomacks, in any outward habit, but in an 


Iumble heart and low deſires , a thankful 
minde , for what they haue ſorrowfull fohs, 
and repenting tears, fears of offending, ad. 
miration of wiſedom, and pure love of hu good 
neſſe , and mercy, thanks for his fauonrs , ans, 
grace, obedrence , charity, and honeit wordl, 
mndu#try , and to take as much pleaſire , a; 
honest and Yertuous moderation will permit ; 
I5. for we might thinke that God did rot 1n- 
rend man more miſery , or leſſe of thu world 
then bras ; but alas , all mankind us apt to 
run into extreames which beaits are not , e:- 
ther to bar themſelues quite of the lawf.ll Vſe 
of the world , or to run riot , which of the two, 
the last u to be shunned , and auoided , wheye- 
1 thy kind of life is moſt ſecure ,nerthey muſt 
we follow our reaſon in Rel1910n , but Farth, 
which is the guide of our conſcience. 


The places refleE&cd ypon are 1 5.marked by 
ſo many fizures: and are to be found as fol- 


loyves. 


Refletion.r.pag.7. R.1.p.75. R.3,p.77. R.4.p.78. R.5.p.80. 
R.6.p.39. R.7 p.94. R.#.p.104. R.9.p,11t. R.to.p.113. Ri, 
p.ity, R.ttip.ti, Re paldy. RA4 P47. RASPALST. 


HE 
FIRST REFLECTION 


O F 
MONASTICALL LIFE. 


OME [ begins your Honour] 
diſprayſe a Monaſticall life. **” ' 
And this, Madame, is one of %; .. 
the ſtale dishes they haue ob- 
truded into your dainiie Qlio. Stale, I 
may weil ſay, for it was{erued vp r2.0r 

Iz. hundred yearesagoe,to 9, Hieroſme;. 

S. Baſile , S. Tohn Chryſtome. and Sainte 
Auguſtine : vho, when it Fas euen tresh, 
and neV, reiected it with horrour, as we, 
Shall afterwards ſee. The lame hath bene 
ſerued in againe by Wiclite &c.and others 

of his follos ers. And Luther roo,who is 
berter knowen to the world by his facri- 
legious louc to Monaſticall livers, then 

A. ili; 
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V Dn V-rgers 
Menaſticall life , ſerued it vp againe in 
his cupps tothe looſe appetites of this laſt 
age. Andcertaynly Madame this c1bus bis 
rerque coftus which isloarhſome to all ap- 
etites, had cuen in that name [ hadir 
hs reflected vpon ] beneſecluded from 
your rare Olio, which, I darewell ſay, 
aymed at nothing bur « hat was fresh,and 
neV , | if not in matter, and ſubſtance, ae 
leaſt inthe dreſfle ] beſeeming ſo noblca 
perſon. 

Madame had you but looked backe, 
this chaſte, and graue matrone, would 
haue diſcouered herſelfe vnto you vith 
{uch a religious countenance of venera- 
ble anriquitie ; guarded wich ſuch rroupes 
of ancient Fathers encomions, loaden 
Vith ſuch ripe fruites of ſanQtirie, and 
learning:ſo fenced on euery fide by com- 
mon ſenſe, and reaſon, that you would 
neuer haue permitted your noble, and 
harmeleſſe hand, haue bene made an in- 
ſ{trument to haue throven others corrup- 
ions ypon her. 


humbles RefleFhions; 
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THE 11. REFLECTION. 


Of the antiquitie of Manaficall 
life m penerall. 


Truz I. ParRacRAPHE. 


ADAME theskilfull penfils of 
beſt rymes repreſent her royour 
view, no leſle ancient then the new bor- 
ne {onne of the old of yeares to ſay no- 
thing of a higher or gine she is made by 
ſome to draw fromthe Prophete Elias, 
Eliſeus,the Nazareans, and others of the 
Prophetes, ho were ſeparared from the 
vulgar , lived without wiues, vithout wis 
ne, vith shauen heades, and that by yow 
ro0| for a ſpaceat leaſt ] which Ithera- 
ther aduance , becaus I know what rates, 
{uch noble ſoules as yours , putts vpon 
antiquitic of bloud , chough tarre from 
being of ſo longa ſtanding ; and indeede 
deſerucdly , chat being a thing thar be- 
ſpeakes I know not what Kind of venera» 
tion, and reſpeQ; and fayles not to find ic 
inall well borne harcs. Nor isitany won- 
der that that isgluen to che antiquitie of 
bload, Which 1s not denyed to the antis 
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is Du / eyvers | 
quitie of brafle , or marble, framed into. | 
the shapes of men onely by ſome ancient 


and $Kiltull hand; which we lee paſles 
|| with more approbation among men,then 
, all that afcer ages, which may leemeto 
* be rymesdecliningeſtare, are ablc io pro- 
| duce. 


THE Til. PaR4ACRAPHE. 


HIS religious Lady [| Monaſticall 

life ] may tay withtruth, of her pro= 

feſhon , whar the grear S. Paule (ome ty* 

mes ſaid of the Apoſtle shippe he exerci- 

{ed ; to wit that he had it No: of men, net © 

ther by man , but by Teſus Chriſt : for from 

thar ſourſe of liuing water it was indcede, 
that this heavenly profefſion originally 

| flowed , and conueyed it ſelfe through 
"8 the yaynes of allthe follos ing genera- 
tions, euen till this day. Irwasl ſay by 
leſus Chriſt, the Sonne of the Liuing 
| God, that the world wasfirſt raughr this 
| holy profeſſion ; who being asKked by the 
8 1c. good young man, ſaying: Good Maſter, 
| znew what 900d shall I doe that 1 may haue life ecuer- 
| 19.2). laſting * he anſwered : if chow wilt enterinta 
f Itfe ,keepe the Commandements : who anſwer 
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humbles Refleftions. IT 

ring that all thoſe he had kept from his 
youth: leſus (aid vnto him : 1f tho wilt be 
perfett , 5 ſell the thinges that thou haſt , and 
gue to the poore , and . = shalt haue treaſure 
in heanen , and come follow me. Behold one 
thinge is here commanded ; another 
counſelled. 1f thou wilt enter intolife euer> 
laſting , keepe the Commandements. Anditis 
an ablolute commande to ail men. Bur 
if thou wilt be perfe6t , or obſcrue the ſame 
commandements mere perfeCttly , and 
more ſecurely :it thou wilt not onely ha- 
ue life, but haue it more aboundantly, 
goe , and ſell all that thou haſ# &c. Anditis 
a free counlell. That, is commanded vn- 
gcr painc of cternall damnation: this, 
counſelled vnder hope ofan hundred- 
fold in this life, and life euerlaſting inthe 
next, T hat is extended by way of commi=- 
deto all, this is propoſed,and counſelled 
to {ſuch generous ſoules, as by Gods gra- 
ce ,and their own free cooperation , vn- 
der,and in vertue of the ſame grace, 
render themſelues capable of ic: which 
yet certainly would neuer haue bene 
counſelled by viſdome it ſelfe, had it 
neuer bene to be followed by man: nor 


Nould Truth it (elfe hau6 laid; chereare 
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ſome that geld them ſelues for the kinodome of 


heaven ,if neucr any ſuch were to haue 


be:: . Cr he that canrake tt, let him takeit, 


if 1:37. uuld euert:ke, none vndertake 
It, cc Capableofit, in fine, if it were 
im p-:{able,as divers (caries would per- 
{wadc VS. 


THrz III. PakRaGRApHE. 


T is notthen, Madame , as you ſee, a 
will vor:hippe,or a humaineinuen- 
tion taken vp vpon fancic, | ro which noe 
oreat credit weredue | bura diftamen of 
the holy Ghoſt, a counſell of heauenly 
wiidome , delivered from the mouth of 
ecruch it ſelfe. And was that ſecede of hea- 
uen to meete with noe good earth , with- 
in all the lardge extent of Chriſts poſſeſs 
ſions ? Was this word of God fruitleſſely 
to fall ro the ground,8 to paſle oucr,with- 
out any cfte&,of whichirtis ſaid: heaven, 
and earth shall paſſe , but my word Shall not 
paſſe ? So would it appeare indeede by 
thoſe bablers, who as they hate our Ca- 
tholike Mother , ſo they blaſpheame her 
pious prattiſes: none of them giueing 
obedieacc to the yords of her Spouſe: 
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humbles Reflefiions. 13 
none lcauing all to follow Chriſt in po 
ucrtie: none pretending a virginall ſtate 
' of life: none cuenendeuouring toproue 
cunukes for the Kingdome of Heauen: 
| none preſſcing to emulate theſe becrer 

 Liftes: none among them diſputing vs 
theſe titles of pietic, but willingly leaus 
| cing them, branded with as much infa= 
mie as malice can inuent, to the children 
of the Catholike Virgine Mother alone, 
confirming that ancient truth , that none 
but a Virgime Mother ,is the Mother of V 1rg1= 
nes. None but the Catholike Churchecuer 
ayming at a virginall ſtate. As though 
our Sauiour had dropped dovne an yn- 
proficable counlell which could neuer bes 
performed by any And chenceS. Arthas 
naſtus,who led in che fourth Age, putts 
this praftiſe of a virginall life for a proofe 
of the truth of our religion , when ſpeak- 
ing of virginitie , he ſaith :this 1s a preat 
argument that truereligion is with Vs. In 
his Apologie to Conſtantus. 


| THe IV. PARAGRAPHE. 


VT farre be it from Chriſtian harts, 
to thinke that the words of widdome 


L. 17. 


of t1E 
Cirie ov 
God. 
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mett With nonebut deafe cares, or that 
his ſacred counſells found noe heroicall 
hartes in earth who were reauie toimbra« 
ce them. Noe noe, we may heare S. Pe- 
ter preſently glue the lye ro ſuch vawor- 
thy rhoughtes Behold , ſaith he, we,ſ he 
ſpeakes for all the Apoltles ] have left 
all, and followed thee. We, who ?we Apo- 
ftles haue lefc all. Whoſaith all excludes 
nothing ' we hauelefr all. All we poſſeſle, 
all our hopes of policiling. All; yesall,I 
{ay,their poore fortunes, ſuch as they 
were, their aymes, inclinations, wayes, 
their wills, yea their Wiues. as faith S, 
Hierome. 


And that too vnder vove, as they had 


learnt by our B. Ladyesleading prattiſe 


S. Auguſtine confirmes it of chem both. 


Of our Bleſſed Lady : ſpeaking of thar 


paſſage of S. Luke : Becauſe i know not man 


which certainly , ſaith * the had not ſaid, 
had she not formerly VYowed to remayne a Vir * 


gne. And otthe Apoſtles ; ſaying: for tho- 
ſe miohtie ones had ſard; behold we haue lefr 


all, and followed thee, chis vowe had thoſe 
M johties Vowed: but n Wk had they thus Vo- 
we but from him who giueth Vowes Vnro thoſe 
that owe : for none Can yow any letled 


humble RefleGtions. Us 
thinge to God, but he muſt haueitfrom 
God. And by their holy exampleall the 
young Chriſtian Church at Hieruſalem 
| which was yetasit were in her cradle,con- 
ſpired inte one great congregation , tO 
witt the multitude of Belecuers had but one 
hart , and one ſoule , neither did any ſaythat 
ought was his owne of thoſe thinges which he poſ- 
ſeſſed , but all thinges were common Vnto them, 
Cc. neither was there any needie amongsSt 
them. Whence S. Auguſtine inferres, ſay 
ing:therfor they | ro witt the Apoſlles 
&Cc. | firſt heard that of the Pſalmiſt , Loe how 
200d and plea ſant a thing it 5 for brothers fo [s- 
we toveither, They were the first indeede ,but 
they were not alone. For this lowe,and brotherly 
Vnion deſcended not onely downe Vpon them: 
but that exulration of Charitie , and Yowto 
. God , came downe to posteritie Ec. Yes the= ſ 
ſe younge vine-branches which newly 
ſprouted out of thetrue vine whoſe wine 
begertts Virgines,fruitfully branched and | 
ſpredd themſelues out all the world ouer, # 
beginning firſt at Hieruſalem, thence to 
Alexandria in Egipte, whereghoſe fuit- 
full. Deſertes were turned into Paradiſes, 
and wcre peopled with humane Angells, 
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or Angelicall men: thence into greece 
vittneſſe S.Denysof Arcopage,who ma- 
kes the deſcription of them as you hall 
heare inthe nextrefleion:finally all the 
habirable world ouet, as Phyloone ofthe 
moſt learned ofthe IeVes,tearmingthem 
T herapeutarum oenus , worshpers or Phy(i- 
tions of ſoules. And this is ſo v cl], and 
ſolidly auerred by ancient Authours,that 
there lyes no way open to any ſpecious 
contradiction. 

In the firſt placelet the ſaid Phijobe 
heard,who (peaking of thoſe worshippers 
or Phyfitians of ſoules, ſaith : this kind of 
people is ſpredd all cheworld ouer(to witt 

r-ece and euen barbarous nations too 
were to pertake inthis perfet Good) but 
the greateſt multitudes of them are in 
Egipr ,eſpecially about Alexandria ; as 
may be further ſeene by what S. Hiero- 
merelates out of the ſame Aurhour. 

Adde to im $. Hicrome , who ſpeaking of 
S. Marke, ſaith , Marke went into Alexan= 
dria,taking with him the Goſpell which he him- 
felfe had written, and eſtabli:hed a Church 
there with ſo much doftrine and continencie of 
life , that he enea compelled all Christ- followers 
to imitate his example ec. Andthen ſpeak- 
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mg 


I 
ing of I hilo the Terre , he adds: 7 therfore Wd 
1 hilo the Iew natine of Alexandria amons the 

EccleſteShicall nriters, becauſe he ut Y1: 17 A 
booke of the frst Church eftablished by Marke 
the Euangeliſt at Alexandria, fpeakes vn the 
commendations of our men , not mentions 
thiſe that were there unely. bur euen man F 
other places alſo, tearming thetr habitations 
Monaſteries: whence it appeares that theiy 

Church nh firſt beleened 11 Chriſt , as fuch 
as Monkes now endeuvur , and deſire tobe: fy 
AS that None hath any th; Inge af his OT 7e Prever: 
none amon® them 1s ke, , NONC POOYe, the; ir pa- 
trimonies are diuided among the ag="<2whp 
imploymenr 1s proyins , and ft {ins n7ing Pſalmes, 
learnins and contmence, ſuch 4 Luke repre- 
fents ih firſt Peleeners of Hieruſalem. 

The ſame ts Poon” afferred by other hoty 


Fathers , A £ aft'e > | eA ms of a_ 4 Iz ibe 
1h ! ”7t Se0 
theſe , ſ-1th he , rem -3ne rhe ty ve and perfect | + EF 


foliar ers of the Injirtutions , of our Redeemour, a2f.cal 

and of his life n hen he was conuerſant amongſt © " PP 

Vs: for as he hane'nsg calted hs Apoſtle: toge=* 

ther mto one ſocretie mate altrhin ves, and even 

himſe!fe commen amons them * (6, theſe alſo 
wt thrs day 1117! ir obſerne rhe Me 

[ife |  obeyins chet 1r Pyelate , mit ate the A- 

poſtles , anc! our Sauonrs manver of lruems. 
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18 
- hr  b&, Chryſoſtome , Monkes line after the jar 
vpon Me manner that all the Chriſtians of the I'ri- 


the Ac- yyitine Church liued at Hieruſalem. 4nd avas- 


fEsS, . nl : CI 
ne 1n the 3. booke he writtn 1 agaln ſt thoſe that 


diſprayſed Monkes , affirmes that the Monkes 
in his dayes performed the ſame thinges which 


the A;ofiles had performed. 


4 pA Poſiidonius affirmes in plane tearmes that 
— | | | 
my * $. Auguſime begun to live accordins tothat 


Rule , and forme which the Apoſtles themſel- 
wes had inſtituted. ; 


TO Madame did I not feare to proue too: 
"le; Ceadlous to your Ladyshipe ,I could, 
Epirome witha wett finger, bring eucn multitudes 
f 31% of likereſtimonies, whichareto be ſcene 
Gua!te- In the french abridgement of Baronius,as 
rs alſo in Gualtcriusa French ITeſuite. And 
__ 9% what is ſaid of Monkes orreligious men, 
collec. 1s alſo verified of religious women , or 
_ 35 Nuns; according tothe learned Pennot- 
TIHUS tus " ſaying : that 1 the Verte ſame manner 
dift. 4. that the 1 nſtitution of the Canon Regwlars pro- 
94" ceded from the Apoſtles , ſo alſo the mſtirurion 
putting of the yeltg10us Canoneſſes Fþrung from the Ve- 


oy rie prime birth of the Church , as well vndey 


wndowb S, Marke at Alexandria; as Vnder $. lames 
tearuth ot Hieruſalem. Where that moſt religious 


Emperecſle our Countric YOman S. Hel- 
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| len, thatgreateſt glorie of our Land, and 
happie Mother of thar greateſt Empe- 

rour of the world , Conſtantine the 
GREAT, didnotonely ſerue thenuns 
at table with her owne hands, 1300. Yea- jerw 
res a goe , but euen conſecrated herielfe Patrier 
co God among them, dyed, and was bu- %*Y 
ried in their holy habit, that is the verie ſalem. 
ſame which the Canoneſle all oucr the 
world vſe till this day , Pennottus prou- 

inge that the Religious of the holy ſepul- 

cher both are now, and cucrwere ,one, 

and the ſame order,as Well with the 

| other Canon Regulars, as with thoſe ve- 

| Tie Canons, which were reſtored by S. 
Auguſtine, bur inſtitured by the Apoltles 
themiclues. 


THE II. REFLECTION. 
Of the high encomions which Teſus Chriſt, 


ard the Ancient Fathers gaue ro 


Monaſticall life. 


Tur I. Far chkarlk 


%- w—_e 
—_ -— a 


I 
£31 if 
* 
. 4 
. 
L1 
| 
' 
3% 
: 
þ x. 
3,77 
+} | 
[4 
F E 
(3 
4, 
- 
T 
\' 
"» 


VW HENCE can we either more ſolidly, 
or more fitly, begin the commenda- 
_wrions of Monaſfticall life, rhen in his ; 


Bi 


A - 
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you alſo shall ſit ypon twelue ſeates1ud $i" the 


. Q 
words, from whoſe mouth, and exam- 
ple (as ve haue alrcadie (eenc) it twoke 
11S Oligine? Andto whatend can emo- 
re witty, and truitfully doe it, then that 
the good ciuerOf it, andall good giftes, 
whois worthy of all prayle, may be pray- 
ſcd bv all thinges, andinall thinges, fin- 
ce 1: 1s not indeede by ourowne witt, 
worth,or merite, but by hisgitr, that we 
arc, what ſocncrwe are laudably. 

Teſlus Chrift, then, the wiſdomeot his 


| heanenly Father , who was the firſt coun- 


{cller of chis bleſſed life; putr alfothe firit 
& moſt cfteQuall commedarions vpon ir, 
when he ſaid: Amen I ſay to you, you r ho ha- 
ue followed me, in the regeneration , hen the 


ſon of man s$hall ſit in the ſeate of hu mateſtte, 
$S 
ewelue tribes of | ſrazl : and enery one that hath 
left houſe , or trethren , or ſiſters , oy father , or 
Mother , or wife , or children , or lands for my 
names ſake , shall recerue an hundredfold , and 
*hall pofſeſſe ike everlaſting. It then weiudge 
of the greatneſſe of the worke by the 
greatneſſe of the reward; and mea(ure 
the proteſhon by the promiſes, what grea- 
ter commendations could be putt ypon 


Monaſticall life ? All theright of iudica- 


men 


| | 21! 
ture was giuen by the father ro the ſonne, 
and yet the ſonne Will not excrciſeit alo- 
nc, but will haue thoſe roshare in it,vho 
chared wich him 1n abandoning the worl] 
E Tis an abſolur'y 1ſt; -etribut;o0n , CrYEs QUt I. 
B-:rnard , that th:'y who here below contemn2d 
= 5 -0 of numane ene ” Cl __ EF 

C; 6 
| Sholdt ere jr OO 11th Ch-1{t , wing fon [. 


— ad a Aa "IT Q bas 


jd fs 


gular'y #lorified with the qualitie of tu 7e; 5 SCC. £- Aus 
Aud we muſt nov, faith he , that not onely * aſs ans 


"of FLA 


ths Ap03 Hes, he all thre that for Chr: rn} 
fate 5 by the ; Anoſtles bleſſed example 3 left all 20 
an : follored him, shall become indges nith 22 


t'a? 


him. O ling! ilar fanuliaririe:! 0 high: h of +: [++ 


honour ! o priuiledge of confidence! 0 _ 
prerogariue of perfect ſecuritie. O diuine- mx: 


ly happie ſtate which renders men fo (e- 3s 2r9 
24 : 
cure, yea euzn (o __ in that Won- -/. 


E481 - 


-niny clashing of the elements, in that g-:c:1_ 
eacdliall diſc: :{hon ot Me "1TeS - 1nd thar POET 08 


ED doubctull,and daunting expectation rat 
ot indgement, I his lecuritie is the pecu #222 
lixr reWarde of thoie Funu'es 7 hich gels we 
th-mſeclues | thar is, to ipeak2 with 0. the 
| Auguſtine, of thoſe who vo e chaftiiic for _ 


| for the X1ngdome EF Joanen: of chole lin © 6. 
| F3OVe of C "iſt, who Fol Lo\W DOs CILS Chriſt: an 
oft hole obedient Sheepe W 110 Kno 1 and tol- 
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22 
low the voyce of their paſtour , and that 
r00 not in pointof his commands onely, 
bi but cucn in his councells, Finally , faith 
* 6-oke ef $I. Auguſtine , let vs heare our Lord 
bl ihe [ Cha leſus | pronouncing a molt eui- 
Fi +: - dent ſentence in this behalfe for when he 
3 had Fþocen diuinely,and terribly of not ſepara- 
TLT man &+ wife , ſaue onely i r fornication,, 
his Diſciples ſaid Ynto him: 1t thecalc of a 
man with his Wife be fo, it is notexpe- 
dientio.maric. To whom he replyed, not 
all rake this word, butrhey ro Whom it 1s 
given : For there are Eunukes who were 
borne ſo from their Mothers wombe: and 
there are Eunukes which were madeby 
men : and thereare Eunukes which haue 
oelded rhemſelves for the kingdome ot 
F heauen. He that can take, let <p a take. 
| W- at could hane bene ſaid "Xl of trut/2 , aid 
ter? ts Chriſt trat ſaves , truth that ſayes, 
bt e pozer and 1 1ſfaome of God that ſayes, that 
[> $7cy Who out of a prous reſolution Coiiteyne 
i themſelues from marridge ,veld themſelues for 
| the kingdome of } heaven. , get on the contra- 
li ric fide, humane Vanitie by an impion rash - 
eſſe contends, that they who doe ſo , doe owily 
eſchew the preſent neceſſitie, and troubles,wh- 
103 accompanie a maried life,out shall not hase 


tumble Refleftions. 23 
any whitt more then others. And yet , 1 pray , 
of what other Eunukes doth our Lord ſpeake by 
Iſaye the Prophete , | to whom he promi- 
ſeth to giuea peculiar place | locum nom 
natum | in his houſe, and in his walls,tarre 
better then that of Sonns, and davghcers] 
but of toe that eld themſelues for the kingds- 
me of heauen ? Chriſt, goes he on, prayſes 
thoſe that eld themſelues not for as world, 
but for te {1nodome of heauen : and 5hall a 
C:riftHan contraditt him , affirming that [ to 
Wirt ſuch gelding ]s it 1s onely profirable i 1 
this fe, but not in the next. Nor hat* | (aith 
he re holy Groſt bene ſilent Vpon this ſub- 
ze(t, but bath deliuered ſomethmng both eut- 
F 5g and ſtronge enough againſt tizoſe 1mpu- 
dent , and franticke wranglers ,and mithall 
powerfull ih by impreenable Fortyeſſes to 
repulſe thery barbarous attempts againſt his 
flocke » for wheras ſpeaking of Eunubes he had 
ſaid , 1 will give them a peculiar place in 
my houſe, andin my walls, much better 
then tharoftheſonns, and daughres leaſt 
any Should haue concerued that ſome temporall 
tinge was tobe hoped for , hetmmediately ad- 
ded: | will giue them an eternall name, 
nor Shallireuer fayle: as thous he had ſaid 


w'y doſt rhou wrangle impious blundneſſe wh; 
B 11 
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dojt £120u Wrangle: 4 r by doſt t hon obſcure the 
['o« of trath wit) t/e clouds of perwerſt - 
fie ? w/y doſt thou 17 fie mid of t- "OI 
lis rof ric Scriptures ,ſceke C aY 'neſJew CV'11 
19 ae. cine © Thy dosÞ ton promeſſe a remporall, 
r-1 ard onely, fo continent Saintes? | will gis 
uz ihem ancrternall nainc. 

Lect that diuine Denys of ireopage , S. 
Paules Schotler, [pe ake forthe fictt Age 
atier Chriſt, and deli lucras vcllthe ark. 


2f as the manner ,and cxcellencic of the 


r:*C- thinge, according as hes is made [{pcake 
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by al. erus the 1. Age, and 8. I ruth. 
The pre:ſt after ſeme prayers . turnes towards 


im 1:40 15 veadie to forſeke t ce norld: ashes 


Thetler te rengunce all torreane , and tr anſt- 
torie t ANges: e declaves 2 11:12 [ eperfeftion T9 
rat tn de of I:fe, «nd Launs beard : 1s pro- 


LD 


meſ/e of Feno.incing tae 3&1 | e frones 
hum . it / r e figne of re ( roſe , and cntts of 
his aire, inuo & te holy Trm:tie, turnes of 
hbisold , and putts on 4 new habit : ſalutes him 
with a kiſſe, [ 4s the aſhiantes allo do: } 
ani males lum partaker of te dure myſte- 
ries. A little before, he faith. Te 12 eff 
order of t''oſe tr at eretobe perfetted \13tyar 
of Monies, winch 1s adorned n 1t all Vertue, 
puritie , ho'y conuerſation , and e-uenly con- 


GE 
fn þ: at i C14. 


humble RefleCtions. 5 
Ler S. Ignatius who liued in the fame 
age ſucceede him. O Virpines poſſeſſe Teſus 
's iſt 2 1ncorruption , not ſo 45 toeſteeme ma- 
riage ele; but to imbrace a better thinge , not 
to blame 4 maried life , but to meditare t/ elaw 
of God. And mm another place . Hononr Vir- 
gines 44  betng conſecrated ro Teſus Criſt. Con- 
ſerue them as pretious le els of Teſus C kriſt 


Heare Terculian. What a great preroga- Fy the 


tive, faith he, doth she meritc farre aboxe her * 


The 4 


Age, 


condition , who being aV 1roine reſolues to COn- cap of 


ſccrate her bo1y to God * * Therfore hat) she wn. 
permiſcion to receive the vayle , that he may , x5 


be "27 ahigey , and renowned mw the Church, 
and sew the honour of her ſantrie , or puritie, 
by her Veyled , and prinileds od Soak 

Againe adde the examples of of our ſiſters 


whoſe names are in the booke of (fe, who pre= 


ferre puritte before husbands , | to witt they 
chuſe rater to be maried to God | berng net- 
fer mauced roitby want of beastte, nor of7er- 
wiſe by ryerr ave. They are beaurifull to God, 
they are haxdmayes to God : T "ey huewity) 
him ,they kane conference wit/ b him , be is the 
ſubieft of t* 'e:y dr{courſe bot > d- "ye, and mo 
They CON fro aq ti 'e2r pra AYers Fo ther Lad: and 
Spouſe , astT "ery aow rIeS, and 1 IN conterchange 


they obreyne fancurs of him , as preſentes from 


V:'y. 


TFuer 
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26 Du Vergers 
a Spouſe , whenſoeuer they deſire them. 

S, Cyprian writing to certarne Nunes 
of his Age,giues them theſe prerogati- 
ues. Now letme ſpeake to Viromes , of whom 


my care 1s greater , as their plonie is highcr, 


LI EO 
Habitof They ave the flowre of the Church | er Aowish- 
Firgmnes 


ing branches, the Lonour , and ornament of 
Spirituall grace : they are ſuncerely cheerefull, 
a perfett and Vncorrupted wore of Lonuur and 
prapſe : the image of God ,repreſentin Fa te pu= 
ritie of our Lord : the mot olorious , and ill uſ- 
tr10us portion of rhe flocke of Chriſt. By them 
it is that she reioyeeth ;inthem tt is, that the 
glorious fecunditie of our Mother the Church 
doth plentifully flourish : and ſtill as fraitfull 
Prgmre increaſeth in number ,f? doth the 
20y of our Mother Church receiue oreater , and 


greater increaſe. 
Make g09d , O Virgines, make good what 


You haue begun to be , and haue an eye to what 
Jou are abont to be. Great 15 the reward which 
attends you , vreat 15 the recompence of your 
Vertue ; great the gift of chaſtitie Ec. Tou are 
equall to the Angells , asbeing the children of 
the Reſurretion ; you paſſe through the world 
without bemg infetted with the worlds conta- 
g10n : while you perſenere in chaſtitic , and 
Vrgmitie, 30K are equall to tie Angells, 


- 


Euſebius in Conſtantines life, The Em- 
perour, faith he, | ro witt Conſtantine ] 
did great honour to thoſe tat Had dedicated 
eherr lives toheanenly Philoſophie ( ſo was mo= 
naslicall i:fe firſt called ) and therVpon Le d1d 
conſtantly reuerence the moſt o!y compa-gnie 
of perpetuall Virgnes : becauſe te beleened rhat 
God, to whom they n ere conſecrated , did dwell 
1m their harts. 

Great is the Vertue of continencie , oreat 1s 
the #lorie of puritie T4 4 
ſe. O Y irgmitie drayneleffe riches! O Virgin- 


humbles RefletFions. 27 


: O i 
tie thou cronne which fadeſt not! O Virgint- 


tie thou temple of God and Manſion of the ho+ 
ly Ghoſt! O Virginitie, which art a pretious 
pearle , which vulgare eyes difcouers not ! and 
are found but by few ! O continencie lowed by 
God , and preached by the Saintes ! O conti- 
nencie odio to many , but reSpetted by ſuch as 
are worthy oft ! O continencie which conquers 
death and Hell , and arr poſſeſſed by immorta- 
[ tte! O continencie 109 of the Prophetes , and 
gloric of the Apoſtles! O continencae life of the 
Angells,and crowne of the Saintes! Happie 
is he that keepes thee , happic he that haydens 
himſelfe to the ſufferance of thy labour , becau- 
fe after ashorte labour , he shall receiue great 
content by thee. 


reat 15 the Viroines pray- 


The 4, 
Age. 
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The tame Age. 
Sainte Baſile in a ſermon which he 
s.-%" madc to his monkes vpon theſe i ordsot 
10.784.+ . 
irg 1. the Golpell ſome Vnto me all you t hat Labour 
naf.scal and are logaen CAC. ) {faith : *eſc words are 
We. the words of God, which whettrer they be wn - 
derſtoode of re refe Ct: 'O0N of ths life y OV they 
ſugnifie p: exefec Hon of tienext ,itis manifeſt 
rat we arcexmcorted ther ") toimbrace mond - 
ſticall oye , and to carte tre Crolle , hauns 
firſt , on the oneſide , forſaken and diſtnibured 
rhe loade of ſuperfluovs riches tot 'c poore , and 
one tie otier ſide , caſte of tize almoſt innume- 
rable multitude of our ſinnes (by almes deedes, 
and Confeſfion ) which the deſi ire we haue to 
heape vp riches drawes Vpon Vs. 

C. Baſile. 1 terme that Communion of life 
moſt perfe&t , from hich all priuare poſſeſSrou 
of anie thng is excluded and bamshed: as alſo 
all diſſenſron , all perturbation , all Fontentien 
and brawles. N ay cantrarily , where all thin - 
ges are common. , haries , ſoules , bodies , and 
all the things which are mm anie Wiſe requiſite, 
or belonging to our liuelyhood. Que common 
God , one common commerce of pictie , Common 
{aluation , COMM confli «fs ;} COMMON [ abou rs, 
Common ren ards and croil nes of o.uned Yiclo- 
rics; where manie are one, and where one :s 


kumbles RefleEtrons. 29 
_ #29t alone hut with manie. What , I braye, 1s 
found comparable d// this profe[s $1013 of life? whae 
CIV be expreſſed more bleſſed: 4 what can be de- 
uſed morc avreeable thenthis comrwnttiom,wm- 
tie, and deareneſſe * What can be imagined 
more deli, iT rotfull then this mutuall temper of 
hartes and manners That people commy out 
of ſu manie nations and re F1Ons 5:0uld haue 
melted , as it were ſo a>ſolutly 'nto one , by ant 
exit ſumilitude of life and drferpline , that the - 
re appeares but no'v , one (aule in manie vodies, 
and many bod:es appeare but the tnſtruments of 
one minde. He that ſuffers any beduly in farm - 
tie, hath thehartes of mane sharres un hes 1nfy - 
mitie. And he that 1s ſicke and afflicted m_. 
minde , hath continually mane preſent with 
him , to encourage him , and cure hs; Treife 
being by an equall right one awathevs [c Rents 
end ma; [ters ; and nile they emoy an abi 
libertie , they exerciſe 4 moſe exatt jermtude 
fo one ita a , by the oye of Cnarucie , Mach 
makes them of free-men mart: i /ubrects. Sucl 
people , dre andeede true and revieck [mii dTt ours 
of re life, and in/iutarions of our Regcemnur, 
while he 4s Conwerſ.ons a mangst vs. For as he 
hawns dthered coger/ er 4 ComPante og re 1- 
poſtles ; —_— ad rianzes , and ewen nNm/cife 
Cemmon 39 tem : 'y tnejc too, DC VAT DET 
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Prelate , and duely complymg withtherr Voca - 
rz0n , doe 1mirate the life of the Apoſtles and 


Teſus Chriſt himſelfe. 


Theſe 1 Jaye . if they aligently obſerue the 
communitie 1n which they live, doe emalate 
the life of the Angvells. There noe ſtrife , noe 
contention , noe controxerſie among the An- 
gels: but whereas euerie one hath the thaoes 


which all poſſeſſe , Yer euerie one conſerues hs 


onne niches intirelytohimſelfe. 

My ame i not to exazerate , I feare yathey 
ro leſſen thinges truly oreat in themſelues ; but 
only toendeaucnr , according tomy weakneſſe, 
Fo proſecute and demonſtrate the digmne, and 
excellencie , of ſo glonous a profeſcion. , which 
of :tſelfe excites to Vertwe. For what, I prate, 
can we compare toit , which man equall ud- 


pement , will not fall farre short of it. For whe- 


re there bat one father , whoſtrtues to1nntate 
che heauenly Father ; and mane children, who 
mutu1lly ſtrive to out-Strippe one another ,in 
rhe greateſt teſtrmones of ſungulay love . and 
benenolence towards the ſame father : children 
1 ſay, who are lincked tn the cloſeſt bands of 
concord and Wie, and by the moſt laudable 
exerciſes of Vvertue , as it wereby ſomante ar- 
mes ſtretched out , receiue that common Fa* 


er into their boſome, and ſolace him thereby: 
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Nor doe they aſcribe the cauſe of that deaveneſ- 
ſe to nature, but takiny reaſon , which u ſtron- 
ger then Nature for the guide and conſeruer of 
that contunthon , they chayne themſelues to 
eaci» other by the band of the holy Gho(t. What 
ſufficiently fitt ſrmulitude ave we able to finde 
in earth , toexpreſſe the excellencie of the thery 
bleſſed 1mployment. None certainly , the earth 
hath none , heauen can only furntsh Vs Fc. 

>, Cyrille of Teruſalem, As torempe- 1, his 

rance obſerue principally what u ſaid of 1t by 4Cate- 
therr order who make profeſtton of a ſolitarie v___ 
h fe , andby the Virgines wholeade alife equall 
ro that of the Angells. Great 15 the crowne 
which « reſerued for you brethren. Sell not 
away 4 great dignitte for a short carnall plea= 
ſure. Giue eare to what the Apoſtle ſarth. Ts 
there any among you vncleane , as was Eſau, 
who ſold hu inheritance for a meſſe of potage? 
And thou who art mrolled 1n the Euanvelicall 
bookes by thyne Inſtitution of continencie , be 
warte thou be not blotted out by luxurie. 

Saint Ambrole makes noe difhcultie 7, ry 
to comparereligtons Virgines torhe An- ſ-=* 
gells,and will have noneto wonder atir © 
neirner, Ler none admire , {aith he, that 


they are compared to Angells , n ho are maxr- 
ved ro the God of Angels, 


$2 Du Vergers 
S. Hicrome. 7he Martyrs purely 
= pranſe our Lord in the land of the liuemg: 
thc p/a'. Jo alſothe Montes which ſinze God's prayſe day 
:s. axd mght ought to haxethe ſame a5 Martyres 
hane ,ſeeing enen they are Martyrs 100: for 
what the Angells doein heauen , the Monkes 
docin earth. 
In Verie deede , ſaith he againc , the Quires 
of Moukes and Viryines or N unns, are certaine 
flowres , and moſt prerions ſtones among the or- 
namentes of the Church. 
=: $. Iohn Chryloſtome ſpeaking to the 
FOgy proteſlours of Monaſticall life faith. Vir= 
giuitic 15 a goed thinge : Iconfeſſe it. Nay it 6 
better then mariage i grant that tov. And I 
will adde withall , if you pleaſe , that it out- 
ſtripps mariage further then the heauens doe 
che earth , and Angells , men. Yea ,if I miohe 
dare toſay it , and more too. 
 Againe. Mankind being naturally inferiour 
zo thoſe bl eſſed Spirits , ſtrines with allit force, 
and affettion to onertake them , as farre as paſ- 
ſebly may be. And how this ? The Hngellsner- 
ther marie nor take wines Nor doth the Vero 
ne? They ave alwayespreſent to God, and doe 
Jn Eu FR | ; 
becke of VIM ſerutce. 50 alſo doth 1he V irgine ec. Doe 
v112mi- you obſerue the excellencie of Virgtmitie £ It 
© confiites in thu that it makes earthly inhabs- 
IdNntrs 
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rants exerciſe the ſame funttions nith thoſe of 
heauen : equaliſes thoſe that hawe garmenss of 
flesh and bloud , to incorporall Spirus, and man 
kes men emulatours of tre « ffettiins of the An 
gells. 
That the ſolitude (of amonaſticall ife ) haus |, 
ns firſt heaped many Leſs 'ngs pon the uſt boake; 
in thy life , conduttes th:m at tc end of th {a To 
me full of 10y , and rubil te tothe Tribunal of C94 ;raifers 
our Samnour , at Which thyme efpeciallyiti: , that wo 
we ſee a great part of thoſe that ruled 1n 1179 4 ; 
place, rormemted with hug: paines for the ſinnes 
they commutedan thy life. 
Ifthere ve queſtion of examining what tyme j,q1.,, 
of might ut may be, we 5/all find the Monks 51 
who « excellent 1n ſerurng of , and praying ro oo. 
God , ſinging long before rt: e cotecrowe , has- 
ing the Ingells for hy contours , þ 2 rling 
with God, andinto) ins celeſttall ble[?1nges. 
They (to witt Monkes ) haze made choyce 
of alife and conuerſation wholy celeſtiall. They 
ſtand noe otheri1ſe diofed then the 1 Tells, 
For as the ingells are ſubieFt ro ne tnequalt - 
ties, n-hule ſome of them neither exto(.1ag nor 
glorifying themſelues :n retry good jucc'iſe and 
happineſſe , nor others of them orone Wnder ex+ 
rreame Vexatiu”s and diffi ulttes , but contre: 
rily all of chem Wnuinimoutly rerovce 19th ſame 
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felcinte aud repoſe in that ſouncraigne and h-a+ 
wenly oorte, ſo alſo will you findit fares in Mo- 
naſtcrics. There , none u mo e Fplendide 11 11- 
ches tn: n hs fcllow. Myne and thyne , n hici 
is the abſolute oucrthro.v of all thinges, is quite 
bamshed thence: for all is common 11th 2 x: 
thety table, the:r hw/ſe , their cloth.s. And 
r. hich « y:t more adnurable , they haue but all 
one harte. They are all noble nith the ſame no- 


b.l:cie ; all lernantes in the {ame ſermtude, and 


free nith ine ſame liberuie. All tniay the ſame 


rich-s nh: h are the true ones , and the ſame 


olorie :h1h « true lone. To wittthcir for- 
CY CC 


runes conſijte Hot in names,bur in the thinges 
themſelues. There us but one and the ſame de- 
[ 19h1f , one onel pie ſure. 

if «ny nll Foe at this houre tnto the ſolitudes 
of E gipt, he will frnde all that 4 eremitage 
mure exceilent then any Paradice : and meeie 
with a[Jemblies of A nocls ithout number $h:- 
mng 1n mortall bodyes cc. the Armies of 'e- 
fus Chriſt are Fpread all that region ouer , and 
thoſe admirable R ozall troupes , as alſo a hea- 
ucr'y conuerjation illuſtrating the earth. CA 
brinoht [blendour which not ſcene 1n men one- 
ly but eucn 1m women alſo &C. T he heawen 
+þark le nt with ſo many drferent Sfarrs, ds 
&-? 1pr 15 diſtin 1; ished with 1408 5-3 erabl 1 hab - 
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tations of Monkes and reit919us V ir 9nes 
Haue patience , 1 6 ſcech you , tiil 1 ſl 

Vnto Yor, and ſett br ff, are JCUr CFESTE the lite, 
the liues of Monkes and crucified perſons, Wh: 13 
you doe ordinarily iu1ge it me mostirieſumeand 
diſavreable while it » mrdeede far re mure plea- 
ſant and delightful , then that n hich s eftee- 
med the moſt delicate , ſoft , and delicicus. And 
1 nill rake noecther then your ſelues 10 117 - 
neſſe , n ho ſometymes in your dangers 15h jor 
aeath , leaſt you Should fall int5 calamities and 
miſcries , traly and from your hartes teaming 
themhappre who reſide 1n mouncaine; and den” 


n2s , who leade ſngle liues , and are not 199 4- 


gedi 1n affaires &c. [hey flywn - ear ie places ; 
townes and tumultes , chaſe 4 rather ra paſj 'o 
thery fyme In MCuntaines , here rey Sack 
nothing common mth thoſe fecu! ar aff atres; 
where they haue noe trouble with any umane 
rhinge , noe ſorowe , noe grerfe , n0e a1.X1915 Ca- 
Yes, "oe perills ,noe ambushes , noe enwie , noe 
drshonest loue , nor any of thoſe ofvur, tos 
meditate alreagie, and aforchand , hat be+ 
longes ro the hinsdome to Come. 

The {ame Age. S. Auguſtine. Who exo- 
wes not that the akaed es of Chr: tran peovle, 
who keepe an extreame ConTinencie , doe davly 
more and morc I "read themleliyes al ouer rhe 


" 
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world , but principally :n the eaſte, and in 
E oipt , i hich 1s a thinge which you cannot be 
190rant of * I will ſay nothins of thoſe whom 1 


fo 
Fe mentioned alutle aboue , ho being who- 


1y ſeq: 1eSFred from the ſigh of men. , 1nhabite 
moſt deſart places , contenting themſelues with 
 breade alone , i hich i by ought them at certaine 
 tymes, and water; nhere they intey heauenly 
confanences with God , tow ham they u holy ad- 
h:are with puritie of hart , being moſt happie 
fl 1n the coutempl tron of his beanie, n hich can 
j | | onely be ſeene by the purified myndes of . antes. 
| 17 will net ,1 ay ; = of thoſe : becauſe ſome 
BY | are of cptnion, that they haue but too much 
[ abandonned poten at "/rah n hile they Vn- 
F _cerſtand not , how much thetr mynds , may ad- 
H Wantage Vs by their prayers , asthetr liues alſo 
by tne:r example. If thoſe others ſeeme to paſſe 
City abilir1Cs , n'ho will not admre preach and 
pr ayſe tn:{e 3:ho hautng contemned and caſt of 
the Niurementes of the nv orld , and being gathe - 


red fog: _ ind moſt chaſte nd holy common 
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life , paſſe ther ue” rogetner 11 prayer and 
readins , being neither puffed vp with pride, 


nor waxe tw bulent by Babornc adhearance to 
their one ſenſe , nor eaten Vp withenue , but 
are mydest , bashfull , peaceavle , offering t0 
God ( by whoſe mercy they merited to obreyne 
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all theſe vertues) a life full of concorde, and 
wholy attentiue to his ſeruice, rwhichis a moſt 
gratefull preſent ro his drurne Mateſtte. 

And this 1s thelrfe of vomen too, 3 : hoſerue 


God nith ſolicitude and chaſtitie , aud lms 


at a diſtance from men. , as farre as docen cre re- 
quires , they ave onely 1nited to them , by cha- 
ritie,, and the imitation of thery vertue, Nee 
young people come neere them , nor euen aged 
perſons neithey , of wnat zramte and appr oved 
life ſoener they be » ſane onely to the out-Tate to 


bring them thery necc{ſaries. 


- 


Tney that Yowe Viroinec to God , how ever 
they are 1a ht; her d gepree of "WS and ſan- 
Etitie in the C "haveh, of God ,are not for all 


that depriued of mariage , ſince they rogetther 
with the whole Church , belonge tothe maria- 
ge n here I eſus Chri t 1 5 he Br: degrome. 

Run on therfor , O you Sarntes of God,youns 
men vnd maydes , men and romen. batchelour 
and Vnmarried people , hold out perſeucrantly 
to the end.Prayſe oy Lord more ſeetly, n hum 
ou thinke of more frequently ; hope 17 him mo- 
re happily , » hom you ſerue more in flantly: lo- 
ue him more ardent'y , whom you pleaſe more 
attentiuely, E xpect eur Lord coming from the 
mariages with oirt loynes , and burning lam- 


So 
pes: You 5hall bring nrithyou a new Carticleto 


Cut 
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ob the mar tage of the lambe , which you Small ſins Ge 
| n ith vour Har pes. Nor ſuch an one as the who= | 
le eorih ſings, to hich is ſaid , let allthe 
earth finge a Canticletoour Lord but 
fuch an one as none but your ſelues 5hall be able 
ro ſinoe. For ſo was 1t ſcene rn the _-pocalips 
hy one that was belowed of the lambe,by Spectall 
primle ag? \ dboue the reſt , who was accuſto - 
med to re ore in Insboſome, aud thence drunke, 
and del:uered , hcauenly wonders of the word of 
God. He jaw you one hundred fortie foure thou- 
fand noly Harper 5,all of an Vuſpotted Virgins - 
tre in body, and of an wuuiolable tru:h 11 hart. 
And becauſe you follow the lambe nhereſoeuer 
Ne O08 , he i-rote of 50. W hither doe we thinke 
ths 5 Lambe 70es * rnto tha! paſtures and me- 
dnwes ? where I beleeue the graſſe 1s heauenly 
a*irontes , not the wane delightes of this world, 
which ar: e franticae lyes: nor ſuch delightes net- 
ther , as 0thers which are not Vrranes shall 1n- 
7,  109,euenin the king 7aweef heauen, but deligh- 
[: res jor -mal'y dist1ngurshed from all thoſe others, 
$4 | delights - the Virgines of Chri#t ,1n Chri/t, 
with Cori? ,of.er Chr: t,by Chri if , for Chni#t, 
in 4 n ord, the proper and peculiar delivnres of 
the Y 21Nes of Chriſt. And not thuſ” of [ch 
as are = PY 1r21nes, thoush otherwiſe of Chri/f. 


For others hau: other tayes, but none hawe the 
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like. Sprinze on intoth: [7 10yes, follor the lam- 
be . for his flesh roo was Viroine flesh. 

S. Gregoriethe great, "(peaking of Mo- ,,.1, 
naſtical] perſons, adornes them withthe «go. 
great prerogariue of ſitting indgesofriie 

world with Chriſt, ſaying : There are others 

which are not indoed, but raiene , who alſ)by 
the perfeFrons of their Vertues , cut-run the 
 commandementesof the I aw: n ho are nor one 

ly content to complie with what the Law con: 

manas to all in generalt , but ſturrgd on wit 

a more zenerous deſire , ſriuve to performe mov. 

then they had heard by the generall commande- 

ments. To ſuchit 1s ſud ” the mouth of Ch ri/t, 
you that haue forſucen all thinges.and follow od 
me , when the [Cnne of man 51) hall be ſttin the 
ſite of his Mateiie , you, I ſiy, challalſobe_ 
feated vpon t.ve!ue Thrones ; to radge the tel- 
ue Tribes of - fraet ; It 1s of them too , that the 

F rophete ſit): our Lord null come ro Tudge- 

ment with the Ancients of his peeple. And S$a- 

lomon ſpeating of the Fpouſe of the holy Church, 

Hey husba; »d ra ite ed in the Gates , when he 

1s VG r mth the Senatours of the earth. Wherfore 

t 1s they who ave nt indzed at the laff mdoe- 

ment , bur raone , becanſc they too come 11 

qualitie o: I udoes roveither with thety Crea- 


ronur. nd the reaſon 315, becauſe forf/ king ail 
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thinges , they executed more by a prompt dewo- | 
t10%, then they heard commanded in venerall. 
Aud in Vere acede ,it as by a ſpectall com= | 
mande , tnarthat was [ad toa ſmall number of 
the-more perfect; ( not generally all, r hich 

tre YICh Y0um9 man Ka. Joc and (ell the 
THInges , which thou haſt, give ro the 
pOore , and thou s$halt haue a treaſure 

in heauen, Come, and follow mc. 


JE COT —_— — 


THE IV. REFLECTION. 
Of the ſruites of Monafticall life. 


Tre LL aA KGCRAPHE. 


ADAME, Bel-eue the workes , was 
he maxime of a-wile man: andthat 
other of viſdomeitſelfe ex fr #t1bus eorum: 
coonoſcet is eos, comes home to the {ame 
thinge. To this ſure tryall Tam hereto 
inuice your prudence. Ler not your more 
1mpartiall indgement be ſo much (wayed. 
by what they fay ,or cuen what weſay, 
but by what our Lord faith : you shall know 
them C the:r frurtes. What they ſay ( ro wire 
our enemyes,as your Honour has the good- 
nes totell vs) we shall hereafter , with 1w- 
tice proteſt againlt, as fowle calummies: 
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& howeuer we can ſcarſc hope, that whar 
we ſay , should paſle for payment; yet ſu- 
re Veare,that what our workes ſay,ought 
ro be the wiſe mans ſatisfation. Pleaſe 
then tro know monaſticall life, and livers, 
by their fruires. 

And may not ve ſay tothat effe& with- 
out fearing to meete with any ſpecious 
contradiction,that Monaſteries haue pro- 
duced {uch mulctirudes of ripe fruires,frui- 
res I (ay of pietie, of learning, of conuer- 
ſions of nations , that had not our prodi- 
gall ſlaundcrers loued emptie huskes bet- 
ter thenthe pure , & ſolide bread of their 
fathers houſe from which they fled, they 
had found delightfull varictie enough ta 
haue fed their thoughtes vpon. Bur as S. 
Auguſtine could tell the world 12. hun- 
dred yeares agoe. It # noe wonder that they 
bate the name Monke or Vmtie , who haue 
cutt themſclues from the Witte of the Church. 
And that the name of Monke, ftands 1n their 
way , ſince they will not lie together withtheiy 
brethren , but by following Donatus &c. quitt 
Teſus Chri#t. 

What a large field would a learned pen 
haue to labour in,and what pen ſo learned 


as VOuld not cuen be oppreſied , Should it 
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yndertake to point out the fruites of pic- 
tic which haue (prung from the Alumnu- 
{es of Monaſlticall life Sure I am itisa 
work ſo farre out ſpcakinge my finale 
abilitie,thatl ch iſe rather tymely to ſtri- 
ke ſayle, then rogue into ſouaſte an O- 
cean. [ Will therfor ſay nothing of thoſe 
huze fires of deuotion,which our Baſlles, 


 Hieromes. Auguſtines, Benets , Grego- 


rics, and thould more of their difct- 
ples ( cuen to this day well knowen to the 
whole world ) left behind them to infla- 


me Chriſtian hartes. 


Nor vill I aduencure to relate What 
great lightes and ornaments Monaſticall 
life brought our in later ages, as Aquina- 
{es, Bonauentures, Albertus Magnules, 
Bernards,& multitudes more whoſelear- 
ned monuments the whole world vene- 
rates, and admires, till this day. Nor 6- 
nally attempt the particulariſing of thoſc 
Monaſticall perſons who haue either be- 
ne bleſſed authours, of inſtruments, ol 
the conucrhon of a great part of this kno- 
wen world, & cuen of allmoſt all the new 
(which none can queſtion)ro rhe taith of 
Chriſt. I will onely confine my dilcour- 
ſc, troour ovne litle world, togeither with 
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ſome neere neighbouring nations. 
Madame , W hart doe we owne of Chr1- 
ſtian religion, which we muſt not origt- 
nally aſcribe vnto them ? What of pietle, 
wherin their (ſacred cells had nota great 
part? What of learning diuine and humai- 
ne, vherof their Schooles may not uſtly 
chalenge the deepeſt share? What of an- 
cient hiſtoric « l;erof they were not the 
| cheife and almoſt onely authours? Was 
| the light of Chriſt his benignitieand hu- 
manitie to $hine to thoſe that ſat in 
darkneſflſe and in the shadove of death, 
euen to vs $shutc out from the world ? 
Gods prouidece makes yſe of one of tho*» 
ſe for the worke, vhointhe Ates 4. had 
but one hart and one ſ;ule,to plant at once 
in the hart of our Land , as well Chriſtia- 
nitie,as fraternitie, and to reach vs how 
good and pleaſant a thinge it 1sfor bro- 
thers to live in vnitie and communiree , I 
meane that famous Decurio S. Toteph of. 
Arimathea , who had the honnour, and 
happineſſe to burie our Bleſſed Sauiour 
accompaigned vith cleauen other Sain- 
tes, begun thatrenowned Abbey of Glol- 
renburie, that Mother of Monaſltertes, 
and Saintes. 


Was that tymely light obfcu- 
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red or extinguished?two monaſticall per- 
{ons, to witr Phaganus and Deruuianus, 


 Monkes, are lent from Rome to re- kin- 


ale and reſtore ir, at king Lucius inſtance 
to Pope Elutherius. 

Doth religion in England for a ſecond 
or third ryme fall into decay ? Rome , in 
S. Gregoric the Grear his perſon , comes 


 mrtoourayde: and Relisious perſons are 
' made the inſtruments of our Happineſle, 


to witt S. Auguſtine and his companions. 

And was not {coiland and Ircland ma- 
de happic by the like meanes.Rome ſenr, 
and Monkes were the men ,and by thoſe 
holy workmen, Patrike,Palladius &c.the 
bleſſed worke of the conuerſton of thoſe 
tyvo Nations wasaccomplished. 

Noe leſfle can be aſcribed to them, in 
point of deuotion and pietie. For who 
cuer {o largely contributed ro it, and ma- 
de themſclues ſo manifeſtly knowen by 
their fruttes? Witneſle S. Anſelmes trea- 
tiles of pietie, Hiltons Scala perfeCtionis, 
that vnpacelled peece, Tauleres, Har- 
plus ,Suſos, Ruiſbrochius, and Thomas 
a Kempis,all their admirable workes. All 
Monaſticall perſons, or Monkes ( for I 
take the Word inits latitude as it is exten- 
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ded to all religious perſons) and our nec- 
rc neighbours, in or about the sKirts of 
Germanic. What is more diuinely inflame 
ing then thoſe of S. Anlelmes? What 
more ſolidly and Chriſtianly perfettchen 
that and many Other peeces of Hilton? 
what more ſublimely myſticall then tho- 
ſe of Taulere, Harphius, Suſo, Ruisbro- 
ke. What more full then that of Maubors 
nus? What more hcauenly ſimple and 
more aduantagiouſly coining home to 
eucry ones vie,then Kempis his Workes? 
They aftorde honie and miike rotheleaſt 
ci.Idren, and yet proue lolide foode ro 
the moſt manly appetice. As many lines, 
as many pious ſ:ntences ; &as many (en- 
rences as many firie darts to peirce the 
moſt hardened harte. Should I endeuour 
highly tro commend them, I should nor 
much feare rooftend any,ltnce theworlds 
indgmenthath long agoe paſt ypon them, 
and; given them to be the beſt of (pirituall 
bookes ; and withall , being in cuery ones 
hands, they ſpeake the language of hea- 
uen more profitably tor themſelues , by 
their eftets. Thus much in short, accor® 
ding to my purpoſe, cogiue a ſmaleraſte 
of the delicigus truttes of manalticall pic- 
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ric ,which would yer haue bene much 
better proucd by their liues then by theic 
Iynes, could they haue bene of (o large 
extent, and perpetuitie, Now tothe tfrui- 
recs of Monaſtikes learning ; which, as [ 
humbly conteſſe to your Lalp paſles my 
abilities,as being $hurcr vp in Latine,wher- 
in my kno« ledge it but flender, and ther- 


 forll had 1ecouleto an honeſt fricnd, who 


tooke the painesto beſtowe ypon ys Vhat 


| folioves. 


M-” HoweuerlT muſt cotefle you haue ma- 
de noc happie choyce, inaddreſſing your 
ſelfe to a man who hath ſpent the leaſt 
parte of histymein hiſtories, and who, 
when hc is taken atthe beſt, paſles for no- 
thing among men of leatning: yet being 
called vpon by Mrs du Vergers, whois 
knowen to bea louer of learning , anda 
veric Verrwoſo in antiquities, beyond the 
rate of a woman : and that too, in order 
to a noble perſon whoſe abilities belyes 
her (exe, to furnish her with better cha- 
Tatersof Monaſticall life, then it ſcemes 
She had formerly mert with, I chould 1ud- 
ge it a cryme to ſuffer thetrurhof a faCt 
lye a bleeding , for want of contributing 
ſome tew howres of my tyme co make 
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Tome of our Latine Authours ſpeake en- 
glish in that behalfe. And indeede what 
15 not offcred to one inthat kind by our 
English hiſtorians, both friends and enes 
mys Vt inimict eorum , ſunt 1udices , tO make 
ourverie enemys our Indpges. And whartis 
not willingly acknowledged by forraigne 
nations, who haue fedd, and to this day 
doe fecede of the fruites of it with ſingular 
approbation. Certainly if I ſparingly 
pay any expectation in this behalfe, ir 
is plentic that makes me poore, the- 
re being noe nation vnder heauen(l 
thinke I may confidently afhrme it) rhat 
more flourished in this behalfe, or affor- 
deda more ample ſubiett of prayſe ?whe- 
re Monaſteries were not {ſo much free 
{chooles of ſome, as Vniuerfities of all 
kind of learning. Where monkes vere 
noe leſſe Angells in their Celles, then 
Maſters and Apoſtles at home andabrode 
when Charitie called. 

To begin then to complie with your re- 
Iigious defires: Was it not a thing worthy 
ot admiration, that one Monke / venera- 
ble Bede I meane ) borne , and brought 
vp,inthe veriesKirts, and remoteſt cor- 
ner ,of this litle world of ours, shatt out 
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from the greater world , should haue cos 


me to ſucha highthofall kind of know- 
ledge , that Sixrus Senenſis, and Poſſeui- 
ne should leaue this famous reſtimonie of 
him, ſlaying « he was excellent in all kind of 
diſcipline , being 5kilfull inthe precke and lati- 


nc tongues ; beings a Poere , a Rhetoritian , H1- 


ſtriographer , Aſtromomer , Arithmerician, 


C hromologer ,C oſmographer 5 Philoſopher, Di- 
ume , and that ſo admirable an one , in that ty - 
me , that it grew intoa prouerbe amons the mo- 
re knowing of that Age, that a man borne in 
the remoteſt corner of the world , outſtript the 
whole world beſides m witt &>c. 

And Baleus, who is knowen to be noe 
oreat friend toMopnaſticall life, adds yet 
ro the former teſtimonie , and ſaith : he 
was eSteemed by many to excelle Gregorie the 
Great ,by reaſon of his ex16t knowledge 1n the 


greeke and latine tongues. T heres nothing im all 


antiquitie worth the reading , which we meete 
not within him.1n therr due places, Had he lined 
1n Hieromes , Augustincs , and Chryſoſtomes 
Age ,T am confident he might haue entered 
nto compariſon with them. He putt out many 

Workes replemshed with all kind of learning. 
The like teſtimonies might be broughr 
{om Baronius, Bellarmine , the Magde- 
| burgiansz 
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burgians, Foxe, Camden, Cooper and 
many others, were it not to abuſe che rea- 
ders patience. Wherfor leauing theſe te- 
ſtimonies of words, I Will rather paſſe 
ouer to his owne workes which giue yer 
a better reſtimonie for him, and forthe 
fingular fruites of Monaſtical] life. This 
great and yencrable light then, did nor 
onely illuſtrate his owne Monaſterie,and 
all that vemoſt cornerof the world, bur 
euen all England, with his admirable lear- 
ning and pietie. Nor were yet thole glo- 
rious talencs of his, buried within the roo 
narrow compaſlle of that Iland , but euen 
<a the Sea, and were diſtributed to 

rance and [Icalie. For he made and ſens 
out hisIcarned ſchollers toinſtruft them 
both. Wicneſſe that moſt famous Vriuers 
fitie ( Paris I meanc ) ofthe whole world, 
which drew its Origine from them. And 
the Vniuerſicie of Pauie 1, lialie, which 
acknowledgeth the ſame Authours, To 
vitt Charles the Great, at the inſtance of 
his delicious Maſter Alcuine, one of S. 
Bedes ſchollers{ as that moſt renowned 
Emperour was wont to ſtyle him) pleaſed 
tg ere the Yiyucriicic of Paris vnder his 
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diretion. Wherypon he ſent into En- 
gland torſomeof his cheife (chollers, by 
name, lohn Scot, Glaudc, and Clement, 
whom he conſtitured the firſt Maſters 
there, toinitruttihe children of the gen- 
tric,and prime Nobllitic of all France , 8 
tro leaſonthemin picric, faith, religion, 
good manners, & eucric beſt kind of lite- 
raturc. So that w hatſocuer theFrench ha- 
ue {ubtije in Philoſophie ; of gentile and 
cuule in rncir comportement ; and ſolide 
in diuinitie, and matter of faith, they 
owe it to the English, and particularly 
to this delicious Maſter of one ofthe 
greateſt Emperours that euer the world 
knew, Alcuine, togeither with his fore- 
named companions, and Diſciples. 
Further whatglorie did not redound to 
Monaſticalllife, and to all our nation, in 
the perſon of Alexander Hallenſfis, Who 
had the honour to be maſter, to two of 
the greateſt Maſters ( and they Monkes 
tro) that euerthe Church of God had in 
ſchoole diuinitie, to witt Thomas Aqui- 
nas,that Angell ofthe Schoole, and S. 


Bonauenture. 
And Who dothnot heare thenames of 
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' thoſe othergreat heroes of learning and 
| pietie,& vnparelled ornaments of Mona- 
{ticall diſcipline with a kind of aſtonish- 
{| mer.I meane Aldelmus, Scotus, Occham, 
Holcot, Bacon, Weldenfis, Bridlingtonus, 
Capgraulus,P_ichardus Vittorinus,Ealre- 
dus, Vith whole troopesof illuſtrious wri- 
ters tothe number of 700. and odde,out 
bf cach of their orders,towvint Auguſtina 
Benedictian, Carmelite, Ciſtercian,Do- 
minicane and Franciſcan. Wherof ſome 
vere continually imployed in vriting & 
teaching ,and became the admired or- 
naments of both vnizerſicies, as the 
learned monuments they haue lefr 
behind them , are to this day the 
richeſt gemmes of their airs er 
the cheifeor onely rarities vhichdelight- 
fully draw ſtrang-rs out of other nations 
to behold them with veneration. Where 
doubtlefſe they onder to find more 
commentaries vpon diuintie(and for 
the moit part by Monaſticall perſons ) of 
theſame nation inthislitle xorld of ours, 
then happly they andinallrche rorld be-. 
ſides: one Aundred and Sixtie famous 
ſchoole men (as Pirs1s my watrant ) hau- 
ang WLItCEN VpOR rhe SUMLMC of Diui- 
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Others,(the light of v hoſe ſingular lear- 
ning and the odour of whole yertuous life 
could not be conteyned within the walls 
of a Monaſterie) were called by Charitie 
and (ent our of their Celles by obedience, 
and placed vpon the Candleſticke that 
they mightgiuvelight ro the whole houſe 
of God. Hencethe torenamed Pitts gines 
vsa Catalogue of 220, Archbishopps and 
Bishops famous tor learning and lanCti- 
tie, wherof the greateſt number were 
Monaſticall perſons, togeither with ſuch 
as had drunke wiſdome from their reli- 
gious fountaines. This is atruth which 
needs noe proofe, it being auouched by 
all our English Hiſtorians,as well by ad- 
uerſaries as friends. Howbeir thoſe holy 
Monkes were not (o much invited to lea- 
ue their celles asto change them : nor to 
forſake their Monaſteries, which were re- 
moued trom the world , as called ro more 
famous ones, Cathedral! Monaſteries,, 
toſcrue the world and charitably to com- 
municate to it the bleſſed ſtore which 
they had treaſured vp in their ſolirude, 
folloving the order which S. Gregoric 
gaue to Candidus Bishope , willing him 
in the tyme of want of patish Preiſts, te 
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vilite the Monaſtertes in his Dioceſe, and 
. take (uch Monkes as were worthy to be 
made Preiſts out of their orders and Mo- 
naſteries, and make them Parish Preiſts. 
And that of S. Hierome ſo liye in the Mo- 
naſterie that thou mayst deſcruc robe a Prieſt: 
| learnea lony tyme that thou mayſt teach after- 
wards &c. lince according to 5. Auguſti- 
ne, good Monke doth ſearce at lenzth proue 
a good clergie man. SO high arate putts he 
vpon thar ſtate of lite, which ought not 
onely to endeuour cach'ones ſaluation in 
particular, but that of others,the gayning 
of ſoules being truly, and properly an 
Apoſtolicall imployment , which iflued 
immediately from Chriſt ; as he himſelte 
ifluing from his heauenly father,was {ent 
for noe other end. As myliumg father ſent 
me ſo I ſend you : and therefore runs out inro 
che Vniuerſill world, preach te GoFpell /0all 
CYeatures CRC. 

Bur. our tamous, fruitfull,. and holy 
Monaſticall ſeminaries, had not onely 
v ell ordered troopes enough to people 
our Bishopes ſeas, & ro fighc againit vice 
in Our ovne Land, Which Berinus perfe- 
&ted ar home vith huge lucceiſe; and Eg- 
þcrius in Scolland,bur afforded alſo plen= 
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tifull reſerues, tomake heade againſt pa- 
oani(me & to plant the faichot Chriſtin . 
forraine Nations. There are yer Wiltre- 
des. Willibrords, Suiberies and Bonita- 
_ ciuſes with many holy companions letr ar 
home, to beſcat abrode in Apoſtolicall 
miſhon , to conuerrt externe and adiacent 
neighbours. To thefe doea great part of 
Germanic, Holland, Zeland, Saxomie, 
friſeland and others, ove the happiebe- 
giningsof their Chriſtianuic. 

In Germanie Boniface laboured for the 
ſpace of 3o. yeares ſo {ucceſletully , thar, 
witneſſe Gregorie the third , he baptiſed 
one hundred thoutland of them , conuer- 
ting withall, Franconia, Noricum , Baua- 
ria, Turingia, Haſſ1a, lume part of Sa- 
xXonic, Dacia, Slauonia, and Freſia. And 
thece defcruedly had the title of the 
Apoltle of Germanie. 

S. Suitbert preached theword of God 
co all the Couurrie round about Maſtric- 
ke, ro Holland, Loraine , Denmarke;, 
Welitphaiia, Saxonie, and in a more pecu- 
liar manner purchaced the Apoſtle ship- 
pe therof. And this not vithour huge la- 
bours, and prodigious miracles, which 
were ctro7ned with admirable (ucceſſe, 
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and a nappic accomplishment. 
| Wilfride wonne the other Saxons 
from Idolatrie, and inſtructed and bapri- 
ſed many thouſands of them leauing the 
Worke to bz complearted by willebrord 
GCC. 

And finally by the labours of $, Willi- 
brord, Friſe, the neerer Saxonic, Weſ- 
phalia,Guelderland, Cliuia, Iuliers, Hol- 
land, Zelande, Were all conuerted to 
the faith of Chriſt. By theſe chriſtian and 
Apoſltolicall fruites,let Monaſticall life be 
knowen,and liuc in eternall memorie. 

Bur while theſe great thinges were hap- 
pily performed abrode, by 4. holy Mon- 
kes of S. Benets order, what was done at 
home ? Marrie while theſe were conuer- 
ting infidells to the faith, the holy Bis- 
hops with their holy Monkes at home, 
are labouring to improue the faithfull. 
While thele feede their render Catecus 
mens with mylke, they, (the Bishops 
&c.) confrme the ſtronger forte wich 
more ſo]ide toode. Finally while theſe re- 
concile ſinners ,they make and Canoni- 
(ſe Saintes. { as We s$hall ſee hereatcer ) ſo 
that to ſpeake with Venerable Bede. /n 
thoſe dayes, the whole lolicitude that thoſe Dc= 
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tours had , Was to ſerue God , not the moyld: 


cher onely care , to nowrnis.) the ſoule , not the - 


bellte. Hence it was that the havite of r el1o10% 
u 45 had in great Veneration at that lg In 
fo much that wherſocucr any cleroie 114N OY 


S 
Mon ec'anced to come. he was recetued by all 


with much oy , 45 aſcruant of God : yea if they 
happened to meete him going abrode , the peo- 
ple flocked to hin, and bowing auune their 
heads ,t- ey Were ouerioved either to recetye the 
ſrgne of te Croſſe from hs hand , or a Bene- 
dition from 15 mouth. 

Would you racher haue the aſſurance 
of their good imployment from a mourh 
lefl- ſubic ro lutpicion. Take it then fr9s 


Spelman , Who 1s as faichfull!in relating 


antiquitie, as liicle tudious of Canbones, 


aduantages in It. The Clerg: e,faith he, wa 
cn is pious and diligent in frequent tes. praye:s 


Dy 1; ar 


Ez #.:0 and diume I. orshippe (accorams t0 their Mans 


te ner) bur 17 almes deedes, and wor kes of chart « 
4 fell tre, and 13 the aduancement of tie Church of 
£615 toc 71G. 17 a 6 


(God ,1t was in eric deede wonderfully ilu- 


[# F105 . | 
Truly ,vocs he on ,alitle after, all the Clergie 
$245 114 d t; PL eſteeme of honour both with the 
CUNNETHLO7H pop le. ths noble, and the E. n lis) 
SALUH WI ves r/ CH, 'ſelucs , which tov ,: hey in- 
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joyed not vpon atitle at preaſure , but it wag 
ewen cor firmed Vpon them by the Lawes The 
Preiſt that celebrated at the Altar 3, as equall 
& the Lord of the 4 llage , keld in the ſame te- 
neur with him. , and had the like honour done to 
him. The Abbot , or cheife Gouernour of the 
Monaſterie, was principall among the Barons: 
as the Brhope was alſo amopit the Che: fe Count 
tes, who iniojed a hole Countie , and the Com 
mittements therto belonging. The Archbis- 
hope was aboue a Duke, or veere;or Gouernowr 
of a moſt ample Prounce , which conteyned 
many counties &c. To nit the kinceshartily 
loued, and looked Vpon ,the hole Clerpie with 
a gracious countenance , and alwayes chuſed 
out of 1t the firſt of 11s privie Councell , and the 
cheife Miniſter of ſtate * for in toſe Ages rhe 
keyes of learning and kno+ledge was onely in 
their hands , and ſo it come to paſſe , that the 
Preiſts mouth was the peoples oracle ; and the 
mouth of the Bishope , the Oracle of the kinge, 
and common wealth. Tye Bishope rherfor ſatt 
zn rhe firſt place 12 all the aſſiſes , ſe/\10ns , and 
Courts of the kingdome : is the kinges Fallace 
with the Peeres of the Land : in the C ounnes, 
rozerther wt the Counte and 1uſtice of peace 
of the Countie. In the Vicountie, with the Vi- 


cvunte:in the hundred with the Lord 0 pf the Hit 
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dred : 11 ſuch ſort that the one ſu ord mutually 
helped the other in Promoting tuſtice , and no- 
thing was done without the Preiſts aduiſe , who 
Was, as it were , thebalance tothe s11ppe. 

To theſeler vs adde the noble teſtimo- 
nie of the great Baronius, ſaying with a 
kind of aſtonishment : ſo great was tl e fer- 
went eale of the frimitiue C-urch of England 
fo holy reitg1on , that by the multitudes of Mon> 
kes, who applyed themſelucs to the ſludie of d1- 
wine Phyloſuphie , the whole 1land was veple- 
niched with Mona ifteries , wherin the Vere 
kinges ( who had shewen themſelues Lions in 
warres ) became preſently moſt mylde Lambes, 
mcloſed with in the walls of a ſacred ſolitude; 
whence we may gatver from the 1udgements of 
rhoſe {1nges, that what was auerred of old , by 
moſt holy , religious , and prudent perſons , Was 
moſt rrue ,to witt,that Monaſ7icall life ought 
ro be preferred before the life of a kinge , ſince 
many of them ,as 1s euident by our beſt F1ſto- 
YIANs , being exceed! noly renowned for thety 
great prudence ; illuſtriouſly glorious in the 
world,and flowing with riches,didyet out of the 
eſteeme they had, that Monaſticall life was a 
greater 700d , nderualumy all thoſe in compa- 
rifon of this, they quite abandoned thoſe , and 

made choyce of this by preference. © 


humbles RefleFFions. 59 
Heare Spelman againe , howeuer an 
2duerſarie,in this behalfe, 1f we deſcend ro 
kinges of following Ages , who will not ſtand 
amayſed at the admirable pretie,the credible 
feruonr , the incomparable Almes-deedes,the 
multitudes of thetr workes of mercy , their ex- 
ceſSiue bountie and liberalitie heaped Vpon the 
Miniſters of God , and thetr STupendious and 
magnificent profuſion , 1m building , adornng 
and inriching Churches, The ' count VYpon 
about 30. kinges and Queenes , within the iþa- 
ce of two hundred yeares , whocaſtmg ofthe 
the pompe and ſplendourof an earthly ringdome 
fo take the kinsdome of heauen by a holy Vio= 
lence , betooke themſelues to aveligious ſolitude, 
to witt 15. kinges (or more ) became Monkes, 
or pilerimes to Rome: 14. Queenes Nunns:and 
ewelue kinges ſuffered Martyrdome by infidells, 
and ten more canoniſed for thety wonderfull 
ſanEtitie. So that oneſaith : It was a wonder 
in thoſe dayes to ſee a kinge who was not a San 
fe: and another 1n his Cronicle affirmes , that 
he found more kinges Saites in Ingland , then 
in any other Prownce of the i hole world, Low 
populous ſoeuer. 1 paſſe ouer rhe greate multi- 
tude of the Royall 1/Jue to Sheate of kinoes 
alone. Ke 
Yer what hepaſſesouecr , whowasryed 
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to the lawesof an Epiſtle, others make it 
their buſines to proſecute at large,and tg 
putt downe their names & number;their 
profeſſions , lives, and ſanQtitie, numbe- 
ring vp 25. (beſides 14. or 15. more of the 
bloud royall)who of jonns and daughters,. 


of Kinges, became humble Monks and 


Nunns, & the moſt of them famous Sain= 
res. Adding withall ro his number of Re- 
ligious Queenes,ſeauen more to make vp 
21. Might not then Baronlus affirme of 
the Church of England in thoſe dayes, 
that it was, a Paradice of oyr Lord abounding 
n:th the lilies of holy Virgnes, and the Violets 
of the multitudes of holy Monkes ? Zo 


Thus to complie with the breuitie you 


- Preſcribe me, haue I rather heaped roge- 


ther ,then expoſed the glories of our Na- 
tion ſprung from our English Monaſte- 
ries ,thole bleſſed and and fruictfull nur- 
ſeries of Gods Church. I haue reduced, 
I ſaie, great things( were they ſert out to 
Shew ) into a little Mappe ,.Which as it 
brings the aduantage of making many & 
valt obie&ts,obuious to be dilcouered with 
one caſt ofan eye: ſo brings it this diſad- 
uantage, that they appeare not in their 
true light, luſter, and bulke , butincom- 
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parablic leſſe then narure,leſſe then whar 
indeed they are, Whereas particulars 
(had they not been tod long for this de- 
ſigne) were firter to ſkrike the ſenſes mo- 
re lnely, and to feedethe eyesand hart 
vith farr more delight and ſatisfaftion. 
| For the reſt, my knowing friend, ifthe 
lictle I haue ſaid fall shorr of your expe- 
ation, I afſure you, you may vell par- 
don me, ſince Icnen ſtarued my ſelfe, to 
pleaſe you, out of a friendly feate I'con- 
ceiued, that the roo much I mighthave 
faid, should haue paffed your defrre, and 
oppreſſed you vith plentie; Otherwiſe, 
what glorious particulars might nothaue 
been eaſily produced ? what prodigies 
might not haue been ſaid of that Land 
of God-: that fixft Land 'of Satntes 1n En- 
#land; that es and fountaine of all Re- 
l1910n » Enoland : that tombe of Saintes, that 
mother of Saintes : whereby England u rightly 
led the parent or Mother Monaſterie of all 
Envope. As the Theater of greater Britaine 
.ſtiles'st. 
TN farre goes my friend , Madame, 
in 'the behalfe of the ſingular fruits of 
Monaſticall life , where your honour will 
oblerue;, his greateſt paine wasrather to 
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crude yp a moſt plentifull harueſt intoa 
lictle ſpace, then to expoſcit ro a full and 
ſatisfaftorie view. And yet, happily, ta- 
Ken cuen at that diſaduantage, it appea- 
res more then anieequall proportion of 
all the Chriſtian world beſides is able to 
paralcelle. And now, Madame, laying by, 
aSit were, the aduantages v hich Monaſti- 
call life iuſtly drawes from Antiquirie, 
Authoriric of fathers, and the ripe fruites 
it brings forth, lets trye whether reaſon 
atone may not proue preualent enough 


 _ to make it appeare (uperlatiuely lauda- 


ble, and free it from the preiudices it i 


madelye vnder. 


jp I 
i. 


CE I 


THE V. REFLECTION. 


The excellencie of Monaſticall life 
made good by Reaſon. 


ADAME,If in what ſtate of lif 


ſocuer we liue,, this tranſitor! 


life , is only lent vs by following the waic 
of truth , ro attaineto eſſentiall and per 
manent life, or life eucrlaſting ; by follow 
ing the waies of truth, which is the cndc 


humbles RefleEhions. Sz 
mans creation , and cuerie thing is per- 
feed by attayning toits laſt end , which 
none Can attaine to but by the guidance 
of Truth, and walking in the waies which 

it chiefly points out, Certainely irſeemes 
conſequent enough to me, to giue Air 
minence of excellencie, to thar courſe oh > 
life, be itwhich ir will, whichofits owne 
nature, ſtickes cloſeſt ro the waies which / 
Truth markes out, or , which is the ſame / 
thing, thar makes beſt vie of life roarrine 

at the end for which it was given. 

Nov whereas all the Rules that Truth 
euer deliuered, euen all thelawe and the 
Prophets, axe by that truth reducedro 
one, according to that of the Apoſtle, 
the fullneſle of rhe laV 15 loue. it followes 
cujdently, that that Kind of life is moſt 
cxcellent,which moſt conducerh to loue, 
and putts loue and charirie into a moſt ab- 
ſolureand ſoucraigne raigne, fince that 
alone compriles all the Rules or waies 


which Truth euer raughr 


'" 


And indeed , Charities bleſſed .and 
(weete raigne, would bealvaies pcacea- 
blc, {erled , and ſoucraigne , did not cu- 
piditic, her corriuall ro mans hart,diftur- 
be her peace ,and take oft trom her ſoue- 
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raigntie. That life then v hich of1ts owne 
nature, and by her holy praQiſes moſt 
curbes and takes off from cupiditie, adds 
moſt ro Charitie ; and contequently ,is 
the beſt and moſt excellenr Kind of life, 
as being moſt happily imployed by ad- 
vancing the raigne of Charitie, toarriue 
at the end for which life was lent. 

Burt whereas it 1s not by one ſingle Cue 
piditie that Charities raigne 1s laid ar,but 
by innumerable mulrirudes which make 
their aſſaults vnder three colours , concs- 
prſcente of the flesh, concuprſcence of the eyes, 
and pride of life, that Kind of life muſt nee- 
des be moſt excellent, which makes it its 
v hole buſineſſe , ro ſtudie and endeauour 
the torall tuine of Cupiditie ; which Were 
it once entirely ſubdued , Charitie would 
foe ſoueraignly raigne in mans hart , that 
he would be reſtored toa neere reſem- 
blance of that happie ſtare wherein man 
wascreared. 

Now What life is it, if not mo- 
naſticall life , Vhich of its owne na- 
cure, moſt abſolurely followes the waies 
delinered by truth , Wholy to adheare 
to God , which is done by Charitje 
buc Monaſticall life > Whart life doth mg 
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remoue the impediments by which the 


groth and raigne of Chatiricis hindred 
and diſturbed , but Monaſticall lite ?% hac 
life doth ſo rotaly lacrifice it{clte vpto 
God, as Monaſticall life? Lets examine 
the truth ofeach particular. What were 
the waies which Truth marked our by his 
ovneexample,but abiettion, humiliation 
pouertie, chaſtitie, and obedience? To 
which alſo he continually exhorred by 
his word , ſaying : He that hatcth nor his 
Father, and Mother, andwife, and chil- 
dren, and brothers ,and ſiſters, yea, and 
his owne life beſides, he cannot be my 
diſciple, &c. Againe, he thar doth nor 
renounce all that he poſſeſſes, cannot be 
my Diſciple. And what life doth ſo for- 
mallie and abſolutely leadeto, and ex- 
preſſe this example and dottrine, as Mo- 
naſticall life , which is indeede noe other 
thinge, then a ſtate and profeſſion, of ſub- 
iction and obedience, witha Kind of pro= 
felled hatred againſt all that is dearcin 
nature,an open warte againſt fleschand 
lood, and a perfect diſpoſſeihon and 
abandonment ot all things. 
I know what I have been:1waics taught 
:Hat 1t 1$ bur the common obligation of 
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all Chriſtians to loue God aboueall thin- 
. ges; yea,and for his ſake,in ſomecir- 
cumitances to leaueall things, rogether 
with life icſelfe, fince Truth itſelfe afſu- 
res Vs, that he who loucs life better then 
him , 15 not worthic of him. I know it was 
nor (aid to religious perſonsalone, by 
our {wcete Sauiour, but to all the world: 
He that doth not renounce all that he poſſeſſes 
4. cannot be my Diſciple: 1 knoy what the 
i | creat Apoſtle delwuered generally to all 
, men: That they that haue wines , should be as 
| ©-v.1. thow2h they had them not , and they that wee- 
| 7.2” pe ,45 thourh they wept not : and they that re- 
| | 10JCe , 45 thounh they retoyced nor : and they 
that bu as though they poſſeſſed not : and they 
that Vſe thu world , as though they Ved it not. 
Yet are all theſe paſſages to be vnder- 
ſtood with a graineoflalr, notinan ab- 


folure rigour,as words intimating and 


. 
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fl exhorting to a decent moderation tobe 
k(/ vied in them without to much ingage- 
bt Ment , not putting an iniunction of an in- 
| He tire forſaking & abandonement of them: 

1 a renountiation inthe reſolution & pre- 
{ Mit . . . . * of 
i * paration ofthe mind,not in att:in affe&io 
Fry 


10t in effet ; ſaue onely in ſuch coniun* 
ctures,aSCliher they or God 1sto be letr. 


humbles Reflefions; 65 
Whereas monaſticall life aftually andin- 
deede forſakes all, not leauing her pro= 
fcſlours anie thing atallin proprietie, at 
anletime,inany coniuntture. How farre 
are her Alumnules trom the inordinare 
vic or abulcof wiues,when the lawfull vie 
of them, or euen the po ver to haue them 
is quite taken from them; they remay- 
ning liketothe Angellsof God &c. | 
And how truly doe they viethe yorld 
as though they vicdic not, who flyc from 
it, and shurts ir out from them 2 To witr, 
they haue heard from S. lohn, and giuen 
credit to him, thatall that the world can 
braggec of, is but the concupilcence ofthe 
flesh, the concupiſcence of the eyes, and 
pride of life: pleaſures, riches honours, 
and all thoſe they Knoveto be the trea- 
cherous Rebells which Cupidiie 1m- 
ployes to raiſe ypthecittieof Babilon, 
euen to thecontempr of God. And againſt 
theſe they proclaime and vowea holy 
warre, which 1s to laſte as longe as lite 
laſterch. Not that onlie which all Chri- 
ſtians are bond to fight; by faſting,ro tub« 
due the concupiſcence of the flesh,or 
carnall pleaſures : By Almes deedes 
:0 quench the inordinate thirſt of ricaes:; 
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and by praicr to vanquish the ſwelling 
deſires of honours and pride of life. Bur 
by a more admirable and re{olute one 
curning ! themſelues quite naked, thatthe 
enemie may hauc noe hints to catch hold 
of. Doth ſway they ſeemeto laie ) con” 
Ccupiſcence of the flesh attempt vpon the 
loue lo eto my Lord, by diuiding the 
bedd of my hart, which is bur too too 
narroVe for him alone,vpon the diverſ1- 
11e of louely obictes, which may indce- 
de allure and illude, bur never fociate ir? 
Bur this is an inturie ro my Spouale , a dif- 
loyalticto the Lord I reſolue to loue alo- 
ne:I will not onely then chaſtiſe that 
wanton , ( which may be ſubie&ro loue, 
or to beloued,” here I like not)8& bring it 
1nco ſeruttude following the Avoſtles pra- 
Etiſe; but according to his counſell too, 
will cutt of all pretention to any com- 
merce in that Kind, by the yowe of Cha- 
ſtirie. 
Doth the ioue of baſe lucre, ſtrive to 
ſteale away my hart to the < Cirrable pur- 
ture of thoſe ſtaruing riches, which neuer 
mount to ſo greate heapes but that my in- 
cenſed deſires 1ile to greater, waxing {till 


leflc happie, by how much I poſſeſſe mo- 
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re of that which Il elteeme my felicitie? 
voluntaiic p-wertie Shall quench that vn= 
nacturall thirſt, Which plentie could nor; 
in vant vill I ind that ſatistaRion, which 
aboundance could neuer afford. I will 
not onely by the helpe ofalmes deedes 
endeuour from tyme to tyme toallay 
taole hydropicall humours, but by relin- 
quizhing all ac once, that I either haue, 
or may hope for, I will drye vp the ſour- 
ſe of thoſe affliting deſires, which make 
me equally wantthat which I haue , and 
that which I haue not : {o that lanins na 
thing, with the world, 1 may polſe/f? all, 
with the richly poore Apoſtle. 

Finally doth the reſtlefle profecution 
of the emptic fumes of honour, that con- 
ſumption ofthe brains, to hind ſill more 
and more accefle ro new dignimes ; that 
gaping after,and graſpingat, and leaning 
vpon the vanishing winds of other mens 
mouthes,w hich blow both hore and cold 
18 a moment, hinder me from paying the 
tribute of all honour, and, viie,to my 
Lord , toWhom it is wholy due? Tocread 
downe that emptic vanitic,l villnot one- 
ly ſend vpp the incenſe of my prayers to 
God , but by obedience calt my ſelfe downe: 

EW 
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at the feete of another, to WhomT other » 
wilclovc it not, to liucat his diſpoſition, 
and d:lcrciion ,vpon frec choyce: to haue 
the ations of my lite direCted by his im- 
partial] hand, not miſled by ſelfc flattc- 
rie; and to haue thereſtleſle {allies of my 
mynd xcpt inby his care, and prudence, 
from galding, abrode after vanitics, delu- 
ding lyes, and afllictionsof Spirit. 

- "Ta a word ,all tharlI hauc, (and itisas 
mach as cucr man ſtoode poſletled of ) is 
coodcs of fortune, goods of body, and 
coods of mynde; all which] freely offer 
vpin Holocaultto the good Donor, with- 
Out rcterue,or clauſc ofredemprion, to 
live euer aiteras one deadeto the world. 

All this, Madame, 1s noc more then 
the preſcripr of Monaſticall lite; this is 
that She inioyncs, and impoſes vpon all 
her forter-chitdren indifferently. Ifany 
peris: becaule rhey follow 1t nor , ler 
them not father the fault vpon the oood 
picia vho preſcribed life; nor putt al- 
per{tons vpon the Soucraigne receipts, 
Whichneuer fayle of wished ecftefs, whe- 
re it finds obedient patients. Her gene- 
r9us renouncing of all, to follow naked 


Chriſt naked, ts truly Euangelicall. Her 
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humble obedience is worthily pt KY ie” 
before afacryhice. Her communitie of 
purſes, and vnitie ot hartes, is cu.den: iy 
Apoſtolicall. Her continuall praying & 
{linging P:almes before the Throre of 
God,and pir. 1:of body ani] mynde, is 
noeleſſe,according tothe ancient Fathers 
paray ſe,then Argelicail, or, in a cor- 
ruptiolc body , a VoLKc of incorruprio 
Oughr alitheic faire ornaracntes and 4" 

uantages to be beſmeered by the perfo- | 
nall crymes of tome fey cranſgreſſours - 
Muſt a lule chafte pr ciudicarethe plen- 
titull ſtore of pure Wheate l:yd vp in 
Chriſts grenaries:? This is but, as S. Au- 
guſtine oblerued in Þistyme , to fit, and 
ſpice vpon ortner mens lies, yea to catc!: 


and carpeat vVaat is moſt deformed ther- 
| in;and i:iome B <hope,or clergie man; 
monke or Nun chance to fay.ie, io ma - 
c it their bufines to inſult, and Yup 

| arneſily endeauour.ng to hane all he 
: reſt be conceiuzd tobe pert ns of the {- 
T me alloye. Wile yereuen th ey , Nectl:: 

a reiect their wives, nor accuſe heir ut. 
Ty ther, though tome aiaried w or in Sho... 
4 tapp2n to be ouertiken in advleric. 

wt - M.dame, it this we.c al! thar our 1 
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uerſaries aymed at, to find ſome Mona- 
ſticall perſons as blacke as their neigh» 
bours : Should you haue diſcourſe with ſo- 
me of the molt religious Monkes, they 
would haiic humilitic enough to giue mo- 
re, then ſuch aduerſarics could caſily 
Prouc. 

That how holy ſoeuer their profeſſion 
is, they meecte with many profane and 
vnſanttified ſubiccts. 

Thar notwithſtanding they are (eque- 
ſtred trom the world , and haue the molt 
of their conuerſation in heauen, yet they 
beare mortall bodies about with them, 
v hich waigh downe the ſoulc. 

That chough they haue put in, and 

ryde inthe fateſt harbour that this mali- 
gnant world canafford , yet findthey not 
themſelaes ſecure, ſince many haue ſuf- 
fcred shipwrake, eucnin the hauen. 

That, happily , they humbly conteſſe 
With S. Auguſtine, that as they neuer 
found any better then ſuch as profirand 
make progreſle in Monaſteries, ſo neuer 
found they any worſe then ſuchasliue 
not according to their holy profeſſion, 
the corruption of the beſt prouing al- 
Vayes the worſt, 
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Noe, Madame, there is none among 
vs ſo impudencly proude, as toſanifie 
all our Cellites. None ſtrives ſoro blanch 
them, as to leaue noe {pot inchem 2 Who 
dares afhrme he is not afinner, will nor 
fayle to be found alyer.Bur we rather all, 
humbly;thar is cruly ; thar is Chriſtianly, 
confeſſe with S. Auguſtine , that how 
watchfull ſocuerthe diſcipline of his hou- 
ſe may be,yet he is a man,andliued 
among men, nor dare he arrogate to 
himſelfe that his houſe is better the Nocs 
arch, where amongſt cight perlons one 
was found a reprobare. Or berter then 
Abrahams familie, where ir Was ſaid, caft 
out the handmayde, and herſonne. Or 
better then the houſe of Ifaac , rowhom 
It was ſaid rouching his tWinns : I haue 
loued Iacob, but haue hated Eſau. Or 
better then the houſe ofthe ſaid lacob, 
where the ſonne inceſtuouſly defiled his 
fathers bedd. Or better then Dauids ow- 
ne familic, whoſe ſonne committed in- 
ceſt with his owne ſiſter : and where his 
other ſonne proued a rebelle againſt his 
fathers ſo great and holy graciouſnefle 
tro him. Or better then Paules cohabirta= 
tion, who, had they bene all good among 
Yiom he liucd, had never laid: wares 
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abrode, and feares at home : nor Would he 

ſpeaking of Timothies ſanCtitie and faith 

haue ſaid : I haue none that hath a bro- 

therly care of you : becauſe every one ſeekes 
thy owne , not what belonges to Teſus- Chriſt. 

Or better then leſus-Chriſts owne ſocie- 

tie, wherin eleauen that were good , to- 

lerated the perfidous theife Iudas. Or ber- 

ter, finally, then heaucn, whence the 

Angells fell. For in ſtmplicitic of harte I 
confeſle ynto your charitie,in the preſen- 
ce of our Lord God, who is the witneſſe 
of my harte , that finceI firſt began to be 
the ſeruant of God, as in my experience, 
I haue bardly met with any better, then 
they that made progreſle in Monaſtertes, 
ſo hauc I not experienced Worſethen 
ſuch as fell in Monaſteries. So that I haue 
conceiued that of the Apocalips (ter rhe 
28ſt waxe more 1ust , and the filthie more fil - 
the) related to this. For the reſt , though 
we are contriftated by the corruption and 
filth of ſome few: yer are Ve comforted 
in many whoare great ornaments. Doe 
not then, in regarde ofthe lees|, which 
offende your eyes, deteſte the Preſle, 
whence our Lords ſcllarsarc replenished 
with the fruitfull ſtore of oyle whichat- 
fords a moſt cleare and pure light. 
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A SHORT: REPLY FU 
the Obiccions. 


THE E/QBIECTION. 


Like drones they ſucke Vp the honey , they 
neuer tooke the paines to rather. 


Tart VI. REFLECTION: 
ADAME, if you haue plea 


ſed to take the paines to per- 
Qlg vic the premiſes, you will 
SSC haue icene theſe light obie- 
tions vanish away, as darKk- 
neſle diſappeares vpon the approche of 
light; and apprehend tyme miſpent that 
might be imployed in the particular re 
furtation therof. For what indeede are tho- 
ſe barkers, bur {critchowles compared to 
thoſe eagles. And what aretheirobic- 
Etions, but ſuch as might be equally caſt 
vpon the idle Miniſter, as well astheidle 
Monke. ( Muſt he , his wite and children 
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76 Du Veygers 
be forced to perish, becauſe howeuer he 
preaches and prayes, yet he takes not the 
paines to gather what he and they cate? ) 
Nay euen vponthe Apoſtles themſel- 
ues and Apoſtolicall practiſes of the pri- 
mittue tymes, at whole fceterthe primi- 
tiue Chriſtians put downethe prices of 
their poſſeſſhons without their labour. 
Muſt they too be tearmed drones becauſe they 
ſucked vp that homie which they nener tooke the 
panes to gather? Or rather muſt not the 
Apoſtolicall Oracle be found proofe ag- 
ainſt theſe vngrounded allegations, Know 
you not that they which worke1n the holy place 


 eatethe thinges which are of the holy place:and 


they that ſerue the Altar participate with the 
Altar ? ſo alſo our Lord ordayned for them that 
preach the GoFpell , to lrue of the Goſpell. So 
rue it is, that they that neither ſet, nor 
ſow,nor reape,may hauea good title toa 
livoly hoode, Orels not onely the Lord 
Abbot, and Abbeſle ; but euen the Lord 
Count,andCounteſle,wete cither to pra» 
Ctiſe aleſſon they neuer learnt , to ſtealc, 
orto ſtarue. 
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THE II. OBIECTION. 


They are an 1dle lazie , and 
Wnprofitable people. 


_— 


Trz VII. REerxixtcrtioN. 
ADAME, were this as abſolutly 


proued by thoſe Calumniatours, as 

it is abſolutly denyed by thoſe thatare 
concerned ,as being rashly throwven our, 
not accompanied with any proofe or 
truth, yet what iuſt cenſure could that 
faſten vpona profeſſion ſoancient,ſo ho- 
ly, ſo innocent, as you haue ſecne Mona- 
ſticall life deſcribed; of which yer your 
honour vndertooke to ſpeake,not ofMo= 
naſticall liners? Ought the idlenefle of 
Chriſtians to ſtayne the holyneſſe of 
Chiſtianitie ? Muſt faith ſuffer becauſe 
the faithfull proue loyterers and truands? 
Muſt the Goſpell be (ſandaled becauſe its 
profeſſours praQtiſeit not ? I dare well ap- 
peale and ſtand ro your honours 1udge- 
. ment 1n this behalfe. Youare zoo knoW- 
ing not to ſee the iniuſtice of ſucha pro- 
ceeding: Too noble, and good ,and iuſt 
not to pronounce accordingly, But , Ma- 
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dame , the aſſertion is rash and impus 
. dent, andconteynes noe truth init , as ro 

thoſe Monaſticall liuers, who liue accor- 

ding to the preſcript of Monaſticall life 

who cuer were {ince Chriſt, and are ſtil} 

till this day, 1o great multitudes. Let nor 
i then the mixture of ſome chafte make ys 
| misKkenne , or vnderualue the good whea- 
te. And pleaſe for a full ſolution to looke 
backe into the 4. Refleftion, 


C————_— 


THE III. OBIECTION. 


They goe not to warrs to aduen- 
ture their lives, 


Tre IX, REELECTION. 


HIS obie&ion comes on Vith (o 
\ KL marciall a face, that it might ſeeme 
abſolutly ro beare downe all the poore 

Monkes before it. Whence we cannot ſuſ- 

| peCtthat ir comes, with many others, out 

" of Luthers or Caluines tents, who were as 

willing to ſleepe ina whole skinne, as any 

the moſt fearefull Monke or Nun of them 
all. This muſt certainly be the exception: 

2H of ſome gallant who iudged nothing wor- 

thy of men , but being inrolled ynder - 


humbles Refle&ttons. "E. 
Mars his coulours, leauing noe place for 
feminne merit;and vpon that {core ſpent 
ſo much of his ryme inthe field, thathe 
neuer tooke leaſure to looke home, and 
ſec what was behoofefull there. Where he 
Should haue found the graue Senatours 
in their goWnes, not ynneceſlarily im- 
ploycd in ordering his marches,morions, 
and attempts; and concluding that the 
{word ought to giueplaceto the gowne, 
Cedant arma togs : and that warrs proue 
fruicleſſe abrode,if they be not guided 
by counſell rakenat home, How , Mada- 
me, muſt the Prieſt needs now, as of old, 
imbrue his hands in abloudie ſacryfiee 
to paſlle without cenſure ? Muſt the poore 
fryer needs ſcll his frocke to buy a ſword, 
orels paſle fora coWard,or an vnprofita- 
ble ſeruant? Muſt men ofall profeſſions 
run to the Warts, or hauewatre made 
againſt their poſleſſis 2 Well dare I pawne 
my credir vpon it, this neuer got into 


your Oli with any great approbation 
from vour better tudgement. 


| _ 
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SAC IV. QBIECTION. 
And as for the women there are as many 


kept barren as would populate 
whole nations. 


Tur XX. ExZrILECTION. 


A 5 the laſt ingredient was too new 
A and vnmortified , {os this, too ſta: 
le to doe any grace to your dish. T his is 
indeedeas ancient as the old heretike V1- 
oilantius and Iouinian, who ſeemed at- 
frayd 1n cheir tyme that mankind might 
'f haue fayled , forſourh, and yer thus mnay 
ke Ages after him, the world neither wanrs 
i Virgines, nor wines. WhatS, Auguſtine 
| replyedto them then, may now ſerue for 
ot our-anſ{wer to rhe preſent obicCtion, who 
(| ſpoke thus to Virgines of his tyme: con- 
| tinue your Conrſe , run perſenerantly chat you 
ji may comprehend , and forciblely draw all that 
you can with you 1ntothe ſame courſe , as well 
|| by the 700d example of your life , as by your 
| prous exhortations: and permitt not your ſelues 
to be diuerted from that earneſt endeuour, 
( wherby you excite many to follow your foote- 


Stepps ) by the clamours of yanc fooles , wha 


| ſar. 
| 
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humble Refleftions. or 
ſay \ how should mankind ſubſijte F if all were 
continent ? as though , forſooth , this norld were 
retarded for uny other end then that the num - 
ber of the elec might be accompliched , n hich 
being Once aciom plashed . Certes the world :: 1] 
preſently haue an end. And how happic we- 
re 1t if it might ſoend? Heare this Loly 
Sainte ſpeake againe, in an Epil. which 
he wrote to Proba and Iuliana, rwo no- 
ble windowes congratulating withithem 
ar Demetriadis her recciuing the holy 
veyle of Virginitie, With confuſion to 
thoſe ſons of the earth Wholethoughtres 
are ſo wholy buried therin, thar they 
dreame of nothing bur plantacions and 
populations : who is able to expreſſc in words, 
ſaith he, ho can wonthily [err wr, ho v 1n+ 
comparablie much more fruitfull and 9 lortous 
te s that Chriſt hath had women , nho were 
Virgines of your bloud , then men nho were 
Conſuls. For rf 1t be found noble and illuſtrious, 
ro haus ther Monumersm after tymes marked 
with the dignitie of your names; how much 
oredfer , and more famous a t' inge t51t, toout= 
ſtripe thoſe prayſes by the puritie of body and 
ſeule? Ter trherfor thut maye 1:19 is nutle by 
birth , but more noble by ſanEitte , much 3tore 
Yeo Ve that by her marr: vey it; her heauen! p 


p 
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fpouſe she shall atrayne to a morelluſiricws plas 
ce mm heauen , then by marriage with a man 
ro bring forth an illuſtrious child. For the An- 
can posteritie hath made a more glorious choy- 
ce,1t0 bleſſe that illuſtrious familte of therys by 
not knowmg marriage ,then to multplient by 
bringing forth chilaren ; and YEMAYmung 172 
flesh ro imutate the liſe of the (_{ngells, then of 
their flesh ſtilleo be 11cre. 1ſi2 the number of m.. 
ſerable mortalls. Ii u amore frntfull and hap- 
pre fertilitie , to haue a great ſoule , then a gyeac 
bellie : to have a whue l arte , then a whule 
milige breaſic: to bring out heauen by praycrs, 
then earth ot of our bowells, Inioy in ber , 0 
my moſt worthily honored Lady daughters, 
what you want 11 yorr ſelues:may she the wh le 
per; ener to the end , by adhearmg to that mar - 

rage which "ny ) noe end. Let many maydes 
tate this Lady Miſtreſſe,berng but ofa mea = 
ne condition follo: vp thy noble ſeule,l veins but ab 
rectly 7h , tn ulluſtrious abieEt : ler the Viv + 
ones char ayme at the Anician ſplendour and 
yenowne ,eſpouſe therr ſan&titte. Whether they 
ever attayne to that , thourh they proſecute ir 
newer ſo orcedtly ,1t 15 doubrfull : but this , they 
preſently haue bes full deſire rt, 

Heare S. Ambroſe, + ho before him {n9- 

ke to the ſame cfieR. If any COLCELMCTAT 
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*:4nkind vu deminish:d by rhe Conſecration of 
Virzin:s ,let them Conſudere that where there 
are y” w V1 omes, there are feer men ,and 
where the "re 1 preadter pref; le after Viromntie, 
there alſo men ave mn great. raids Cbſcrue 
what a number of Viroimes the C hurch of ile» 
xandria , Africa, and all the Eaſt ,duth yea- 
rely conſecrate. There are not ſu many men 
borne here , as there ave Viroine* conſecrated 
enere, The 3. books 6f Virg. Obſcrue, NMades 
me, howthele great {eruancs of Gol, and 
taithfil! ſtewardes differr trom yoar c- 
Cciprtull pourucyours. I icy appcare car- 
nall ;rhele wholy ſpirituall. They have 
their eyes wholy turned vpon tlie caitl:, 
thete ayme ſpecially ar "py nrereit: 
They are buſtc about peopleingthe eartl:, 
theſe to people heauen, They dehoite, 
theſe earncitly exhorte to Virginitie, 
that angelicall ornament of Monaſti iCall 
life. If any be ſo blind as not to diſcerne 
which of the t-o ought rather to be fol- 
lowed,I commend him to Gods mercy, 
and leauc him to his rn : for C2r- 
tainly (to ſpeake bur {ſparinyly ) he 1s 
more fit to people earth the heauen. 7 lea- 
we the deade to bume the deade. While I rake 
the boidneſle tolookea litle tariher inte 


your Clio. 
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Calumnics obiected. 

But ther encmyes ſay t'ey ave not onely the 
Conetous but the greateſt cheaters in the world: 
and all vader che name for (os ſake. F or ſay 
they ,theyb 1” in cerem one for game; 19 that 
they ſett alſthe merci; of Gd rofale ; for what 
ſunns cannot be hourhr for money 3 45 adulte- 
re , inceſt , murther , blaſpheme , and ſinns 
paſt and preſent. As for whores they permite 
them to line looſely ithout puntshment , and 
allot them ſtrectes and houſes to mcreaſe their 
ſins ; in which they doe authoriſe ſrane for a 
ſomme , for they pay tribute t1 the Church; and 
20t onely ſinns past , and preſent , but tocome: 
as witzeſſe the yeares of Tubilte. Beſtdes the 
heads take pon them the power of damnation 
and faluation , as witneſſe the excommunitca- 
r10ns and abſolutions. And 1f not out and in of 
Hell, yet out andin of purgatorie , which pur- 

gatorie 5 a great reuenue to them : zet they ha- 
we a countenance for their conetonſneſſe , n hich 
#,that tie 0 ff endant muſt baue a true contritts 
or therr ſomme of money 341 foe them noe good 
»0e m0r2 then a true contrition rithout the 

fomme. 


OS 
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EP.E , Madame, prouiſtons are 
brought {o thicke in vpon you,that 
you haue not leaſare lett ro reuew them, 
buc all goes in rophe ruruite, hand ouer 
heade ( They ſry , they ave conetous, cheaters, 
ſellers of ceremonies tAarchands of Gods mer- 
cies, braters of adulterie,ince it, murthey, blaſ- 
phemue, pa jt preset to come, ſtrects eſtalished fo 
1acreaſe ſin, g make money of it) And allthis 
certainlie wirhout either elect'g or appro- j 
vation cf yours. For here not Monaiticall | 
life onely enters, of which you vnucrte- 
ke to {peake, bur Catholike religion in 
generall; not one!y tne > lo >2rke, but the 
Pishoppe alſo 15 gut into 722 potage ,and 
they {mell high, and change your daintie 
Ol:9 into a contaled 1 Hodgpog,that | may 
not lay, death is in the pot,wich the Pro- 
phetc , mors est 19; ol. 
You pleaſe to relivs you had theſe cor- 
rupt prouiſtons from our enemyes, and 
We calily belceue ir without an oath, that 


F uy 


| 
11 
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they Were enemy ©5 tO Tee - and truth , and 
noc triends to your Lad. to furnish you 
Vich luch a rablc of {tinking {tuffe, Who- 
ſo noble definne was to hauc giuen a 
wholſome and eratetull entertaynement 
to all the w orld Thoy lecine to Na 
ſrones about them, like mad blind men, 
hi where they will. They hurle calum- 
nies abou: cur carcs as thicke as hale, to! - 
lowing, it 5houid {eeme , that pernicious 
maxime. Catlumniare fortiter , ſemper aliquid 
athevebit. Calumniate boldly fomewhar 
ri alvayes ſticke; and indeede it is hard 
enough to claw of thedints of bold lyes, 
cloxed in generalities , and conueyed 
from ENEMyCs tongues tO CNEMYES EATEs 
v hich !ye but roo opento the whitperings 
ot tuch ſerpents. Marrie were thole bold 
Aflerrours, putt to the law of Talion, ei- 
ther to proue the impoled cryme , or be 
lyable rothe punishment duero it , asall 
taftice would haue it, Which preſumes 
eucry one tobe 900d Waleſſe they be(nor ſuſpe- 
&cd,or acc: {d,or flaundercd to be badd) 
cConumced ty be badd , ve should needc 
noc apolovgic at all, vhich I ingenuou- 
ily conteſle in this caſe 1sa hard taske, 
Where we are to dcale vithnegatiues, 
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which noc man is bound,as indeede hard- 
'y ary man 1s able” {zue in ſome cales 
one'y ) ro make good. 


Tone FE PFARACRAPRE, 


ND hov hard it is, }Madame, ] 
appcaic to your owne ludgement. 
Wewill ſ1ppoſe ſome bate fozle mouthed 
fclios, had gale enough ro degorge Vpon 
all womenkind 1n ocnerall; theſe impu- 
dent and falic aſperiions ; thar they vere 
all nought , thar they delyled their hus- 
bands bedds , putt their honours to ſale, 
that their ſceming deuotion were clcKes 
of hypoctricie ,thatthey tarmed our their 
CRNRrene finncs &c. Or that he Should 
ca as much qurrt v pon tne reputation of 
he conſort or wite of iome King,or Lord 
in particular ,ashereiscaſt v pon tnc1m- 
maculateſSpouſe of the Lord and king of 
heauen , and that merely vpon ſuſpitions 
coniectures , rash iudgements, becauſe 
happly (ome among them is noe beter 
then were to bewished. What meanes is 
l-tc for this ingie Queene, or Lady, to 
purge her (elfe > She b:haues herſelfe fai- 
xely to the CyCs of the world: her com- 
F 1111 
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portments arc Sddt her gate graue, 
her cyes oo caſt downe to the 
grownd,she hath the good reportcs of 
her neighbours, and ſeruants, the appro- 
bation - ncr huſband. I bur ſor ali this 
(goes the calumniatour on ) $NCc 15 tepor- 
ted to be a whore and who knowes &c 
If she fayled not at one tyme, she might 
at another. Why, but she prayes mucn, 
fares poorely, lyes hard, flyes nor onely 
naughrtie, or tuſpected, "Wh cuenaimoſ? 
all compagnic. Nay to auoid, not onely 
danger, but {uſpition roo,she shutts her- 
{elte vp vithin foure walls, and lives vn- 
der the shelrer of many graucand vig1- 
lant eyes. All this matters not , forſooth, 
She 1 is {faid ro bea whore. nc: if OUL 
honour were thus at ttake,and at the mer- 


cy of an impudent vilaine, how should 


we polibly purge ourſelaes? And yer, 
Madame, the innentours; and renewers 
of theſe reports putts the venerable ſtate 


of Monaſticall life , and cuen the chaſte 


Spouſe of Chriſt, into the like ſtraites, 
notvithſtanding they hauc as much, or 


more to lay tor themſclues, as the ſuppo= 


{ed Queene or Lady produced, 


"IT 
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THrr II. PAR acRAPHE. 


VT, Madame, though asI intima-« 

ted before, the burden ofthe proo- 
te, by all iuſtice, equitie, and reaſon, 
oughr tolye vpon theaffirmer ; and that 
by the famelawesthe defendant is as ab- 
{olutly freed from that burthen , as clea- 
red of all cryme , vnleſſe conuincing 
proofe be made againſt him, yer relying 
vpon the aſſiſtance of a good caule, I will 
aduenture to trye wha: ſatisfaction my 


weakneſſe may afford , in the behalfe of 
my Catholike Mother , and her beſt chil- 
dren, who ſtand accuſed without any 
proofe at all. 


+ A aq "wm = 
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THE IH TALYVMINEE. 


Ther enemyes ſay they ave not onely the co* 
uetous , but the preateſt cheaters 
in the world. 


1Hzsz XIE REFLECTION. 


ADAME, inthefirſtplace, plea- 
ſeroefteemel ſpeaketo thoſe thar 


haue abuſed your honour and ys, norco 
your ieltc. 
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Ing I. FAaRaGRAPHE. 


"THEY, (to vit Monaſticail perſons; 
are not onely couetous &c. This is taid 


with as much tacilitie 3-5. hardly proeued: 
and God be thanked, iris as caitly denied 
as affirmed. What growndin reaton then 
hath che Calumniatour gor herevy but 
the marke of a bold follow, who is a* 
forWard in aduanceing as flow in prou- 
INg. 


Trnr I. PARacRarhuc. 


FTF"HEY are not onely the couetous. They. 
' © Which they ,I pray? it is a word of 
{olarge an extetthar I belecue you ncuer 
meant to make it good, If they extend ro 
all of that profeſſion, you haue taken a 
huge worke in hand. They are diſperſed 
_ all che world over. Afta wants them not. 
Africa is not vnacquainted with them. 
Europe is full of them, in euery Kingdo- 
me,in euery Prouince, in each good 
towWne , all the countrie ouer. I pray you 
haue you had commerce withthemall to 
diſcrye their couctouſneſle ? 


humble RefleEtions: JL 
Truz III. ParRacRAPHE, 


HEY haue further penetrated into 

the other world: they are (pred all 
oucr it: and by good right, ſince by their 
labours,and danger,and bloud,and death 
they conuerted irto the Catholike faith, 
and found wiues enough to people a great 
part of it ( wichout the helpe of nuns1in 
the way of your counſel]? ) haue you tra- 
uelled thither roo? I ſuppoſe nor; for 
oueſſe by your language of what tribe you 
are. I conceive youare of that litle flocke 
which Keepes at home inacorner; and 
neuer haue occaſion to bragge of the na- 
tions you. haue conuerted into Chriſts 
fold, or doe in your next ſuggeſtion to 
my L. Nevcaſtle, declare which they 
were. Honour your profeſſion by naming 
them. If not,wele cake it for granted 
that you cannot; & conclude you Calum- 
NIAatours. 


Tre IV. PakackArHE. 
W AS it happly by report that you 


heard this bad newes of your neigh- 
bour, vhom you neuer ſaw nor Knew ? Its 
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probable you tooke rhem yp too lightly, 
and he that caſily belecues is held light 
of faith. Charitie —_y hauc taught you 
rather to haue ſupprefled ſuch badre- 
ports, which tend to your Chriſtian bro: 
thers preiudice,and rather to haue be- 
leeued the beſt till you had Knoven the 
worſt, Its cafie you know to miſtake,mis= 
report,and lie. at a diſtance ; and trauel- 
lours arc held ſubie& to that deſeaſe. 

Had you limited this vaſte word They 
to ſome one or a few perſons, or atleaſt 
faſtened it vpon ſome one, or a few or- 
ders,or countries, you might haue gay= 
ned (ſome credit with ſuch as haue credu- 
htie enough to take your bare word tor 
good a ,and perhapps we should 
not haue diſpurzd a thing Which might 
haue bene incidet among © many: bur ro 
ſtrike ar all at once, withour bringing the 
leaſt euidence againſt any oneartall, isa 
thinge certainly which ſober perſons will 
take for ſuch as it is, a meere calumnie. 

Bur to goe tothe ground of things,in 
all probabilitie | this aſperſion can hane 
but litle truth in it: forthis ſuppoſed co- 
uetouſneſſe muſt either be verified of Su- 


periours, or ſubiects. If ofſubictts , there 


| 


humble RefleFFtons. 94 
is rruly bur litle appearence of it , they 
hauing nothing that they can either difs 
poſe of , at their owne pleaſure, or euen 
cearme their owne: what better meanes, 
could cuen wildome deuiſe to banish all 
couetoulneſſe 2 And what reaſon is there 
then toinduce them {o carneſtly to thirſt 
afcer riches ? It of {uperiours, me thinkes, 
it might be more charitably tearmed a 
iuſt care to prouide for, and conſcrue 
thoſe great families of the poore of Chriſt 
who are 1ntruſted in their hands, then 
coxetouſneſſe 8&c.ſince according to S, Pau- 


le, he that hath not careof hu owne , and 
eſpecially of his domeſtikes , he hath denyed the 


faith, and is worſe then an 1nfidel, Indeede 


had they had wite and children ro proui- 
de for,and the free power todiſpoſe of 
what by their couetoaſneſle they could 
procure, as your Miniitters haue, onC 
might haue had betrer grounds to haue 
ſuſpeted them, according to thegreat 
Bacon, in his Efſaies. But Monaſticall 
perſons, who by ſolemne vowes haue 
abandoned all that they either haue, or 
might hope for : they that haue noe ſuch 
clogges vpon them, as haue your Mint- 
ſters: they that can hauc nothing in pro- 
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prietie vithour hauing atthe ſame tyme 
the Churches excommunications & cur- 
ſes vponthem,as 1s euident in her ancient 
Canons: That they,1T ſay ,should be 10 
eager after riches, isa patadoxe, Fhich 
ſuch are onely capable of, as haue leaſt 
reaſon, and moſt malice for their guides. 


THE II. CALVMNIE. 
They bring in ceremonie for gaine. 
Trex XII. Rrriection. 


THEY &c. which they againe ? Doth 
| | this they referre roſome one order, 
or toall orders? & that ouer all the world 
yniuerſally ; or in ſome part of the world 
onely? Or els are all the profeſlours of 
the Catholike faith meant by that short 
word they ? Apaine they bring in ceremonte? 
Which, Where, when, how? not a word 
of all this. To witt calumniatours loue ro 
trade in generalitics, wherin lyesare nor 
ſo calily diſcouered. Should they point 
out any one order in particular, which 
hath generallapprobarion inthe Catho- 
like Church, they would find che youn- 
gelt of them to be older then their 
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Church : and thenceitis, that they nei- 
ther name the thinge , the time, nor the 
place. That ſothey may be ſure nor tobe 
caught , but where the calumnie talls the- 
re it should lye without poſiible controle 
And putt calc foine .ceremonies Were 
ancicntly brought in (nor doe we cons 
end they vere all trom the begining ) 
might not a moremodeſt interpretation 
have bene putt vpon them by a Chriſtian 
_ then 6n ayme of lucye : Might they not haue 
zene cltecmed viein!) ro fert of Gods ſer- 
ice with more decencie and Maicſtie? 
Thinges that are of homely , common, & 
vulgar vie, arealſo bur of a vulgar eſtee= 
mac , and quickly run into contempt with 
the people, Saint Aiguſtine could make 
a better conſtruction of the Ceremonies 
of histyme, to Wit , that they were a certat- 
ne mute eloquence : deliuering n holſome docs 
rrine, ſuted to moue tre affettons of the Yn- 
learned , conuening their haytes from thinges 
21ſuble to 11w1ſible , from corporall to ſpirituall, 
from temporall to eternall thinges, And ſaith 
excellently in another place: that thoſs 
that pray , firt the parres of thety body te a poſ> 
cure beſeemms a ſappliant« as when they kneele 
vpon their knees, $þread out their armes,or caſt 
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r/emſelues proſtrate Ypon the ground { ceremo- 
nies oy pious prattiſes which M onaſticall per- 
ſons & the Catholike Church 15 well acquamred 
with ) oy any a&tion whic' they performe Viſt- 
bly , howeney therr hart 1s other); 1ſe knowen ro 
God, who ne:des not thoſe externall ations 
to hauc they myndes ly open to him , but man 
rather needs them to excite himſelfe therby to 
pray and prone with more humuliticand fer- 
uour. And 1 kno'v not how it comes to paſſe, 
that wheras thoſe corporall motions are noe 
otherwiſe cauſed then by the preceedant motion 
and order of the mynd , yet they being viſibly 
performed, toe interiour inurſible motion rhich 
cauſed them ,ts rectprocally increaſed, and they - 
by the affettien of the havt , which preceeded 
fo cauſe thoſe effefts , becauſe they are perfor- 
med ,is duomenied. Here you may obſerue 
a better vie of ceremonies, a ſpirituall 
eainc apparently aymedat. And how, I 
pray , came they {ſo well 2cquainted with 
the conſciences of Monaſticall perſons 
as to knowtheir harces intention 2] durſt 
be ſworne they were neuer at conteſhon 
with any ſuch profane Preiſts, as take ic 
for their raske to decric their lives and 


CELemonuiecs. 
T HE 
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ADAME, I beleene there is bye 

roo much ſa'dto people that ſpeake 
in the ayre, Without any l1mitacion at all 
neither particulariſing the ceremonies, 
nor perſons which vie them. If they mea= 
ne of the cercmonies of the Catholike 
Church in gencrall,I shall owne that glo- 
rious cryme and as willingly grant they 
are vicd,and that in great number, 2s 
abſoJutly deney, and reieft asa calumnie 
that they haue either bene brought in of 
late, or vſed for gaine ; but concrariwite 
moſt decently and religioufly , to {erue 
thar grear Maiceſtie in the comlieſt gay 
ve are able, and to keepe vp the memo- 
rie of the life and paſſhon of our bleſſed 
Sauiour , (they being a continuail ex- 
preſhon therof expoſed tothe eyes of the 
people) we confelle we are louers of or- 
der, as being the beauric of the vniuerie. 
We know that whar comes from God co- 
mes Withorder and decencie. And ther- 
tor Veprofeſle that Ve hace that anarchie 
and confution , which old Tcrtullian ter 
out tothe lite, taying, 

G 


op Du Vergers 

I will not omur to deſcribe the mannerof 
fcc eeding amongſt heretikes,how babling and 
wndccent , how lowe and earthly, and how ſa . 
werims of flesh and bloudt is: nithout grant” 


fic , = out au horitie , without order or dif. 
cipline , 4s bemg ſutable in Vcric deedetother 
le: Gif-. In Rf furs8 place , it appcares not 
among them , who 15a Catecumene, and who 
onc of! the faithfull : they Toc pell mel mpmeker; 
and care the ſame ſeruice ; and ſay cheſame 
prayers. Nay s/ ould even a pagan chance 10 
Come , they will throw holy thinves to dogges, 
and - qr ( though othern ayes falſe ones ) 
ro /17e. They te arme ſimplicitiean ouerthrow 
F- d: ſeepline : and cur deſire toconſerue tt , an 
ajjettec a ilurement, They communicate pro- 
iſcucuTy with ali | ſortes of people. Foy though 
ws be of diuers opinions ;41t matters not , ſo 
f2ey conFpire all rogeither to the overthrow of 
truth. They are ail ſ.elied vp with pride : all 
of them promefſe knon ledge. They are perfect 


Catecurenes vefore they be 1rſtrufted. How 
malepart ar? the Verie hereticall n omen, hau- 
ins the boldneſſe , to reache, to difpute, to 
£exorcile , to promiſe cures, yea Lapply to baptiſe 
in hte Ther manner of o1uIng orders 5 


O 
light , Yasme , Inconſtant. Some TYmes they 


prefe rre Newphites ; ſometymes ſecular per- 
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ſons ,and ſometymes agaime our Yerie Apoſta- 
ces, that they might oblidre them atleaſt by 
gloric , n hom they cannot by i ruth, A man 
nener meetes nit) preferm. nt with more faci* 
litie then in the tents of Kevel.s,wheve thety ve - 
rie being rneve poſſes for 1 6rth and merite. 
Hence one u b1500pe to day , and to morowe 
another:today a Deacon, tomoraive a LeCtor, 
Today a I reiſt , to morow a Layman. Fir t..cy 


poſe Preiſtly functions Vpon lay-peopte. 
Tus I1T]. 'PaRacGRAPHE. 


ADAME, this excellent deicriy- 
tion of an Heretixe was Teriul- 
lians who lived and putricdowne 1400. 
yeares a goc, while he couldneitter be 
tulpected of thinking of aduantageing 
ourcaule,nor pretudiceing yours. Y ct had 
we not named the Authour of it, % ho 
would nor haue thought it had benediuti-= 
ſed ro point out the miſerable tymes 
wherin ve live, i0abſolutly doth ic come 
home to what We dayly ice among the 
ſectaries?Isthere any thinge more abiect, 
carthly ,and fleshily, then the beggerly 
way vVherin God isſerucd among them 
while they maKkea ielt of our graue , gra* 


'; 
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ccfull, and ancient ceremonies? Their 
pr actiles are accompaigned with noe gra- 
uitic, noe authoritie, noe diſcipline : {0 
that any honeſt gentleman 1s {erued with 
more ſtate in his priuate houſe, then God 
there publikly in his remple. Doth not 
the Preiſtappeare 1uſt ſuch as the people? 
mounting into the pulper noe otherwiſe 
aired then though he were to walke 
abrode abour ſome marie affaire,with 
his clcke , his'hatt, and his gloues on ; 
vnletle you would ſay he is difterenccd 
from his flocke by his inbrodded night- 
cappe and veluetcuſhon, and fols fitted 
rather tor an after noones nappe, thena 
g00d inftraction. Doe they not all run 
promiſcuoully to the ſame Church, and 
the ſame ſeruice ( vnleſie their zeale 
leade them rather; into ſome tubb , or 
chimney corner to bable)as well the Cal- 
uiniſt, as the Lutheraa ; as well the Q114- 
ker, the feeker,and rheexpedCter, as the 
BrowWniſt, the adamite, and the familiſt 
of loue, with all the reſt ofthe confuted 
tribes, without any viſible meanesro dil- 
ccrne them , or to diſcouer what they 
hold , or what they praCtiſe. May not the 
ley, and gentile , & cucnthe Turke him- 
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ſclfe, ſteppeinamongſt them, and fall co 
{uch fare as he finds vpon the table, v ich- 
out euer being queſtioned who hejs,or 
whence he came? ( they ſaith Tertullian 
communicate indifferently withall ſortes 
of people) fee how bountitull they are 
While we are the Conetous, and whartan 
open houſe is kept, whereall enter ,cate, 
drinke,and velcome, vkhout paying a 
pennic. We, fay they ar leaſt, fell our ce- 
remonies,and they, ( grant we with Ter- 
tullian,) giue away, or caſt away , their 
verie Sacraments, gratis: they calt ther n0- 
iy thinges to dogges. We, forſooth , make 


_— 
money of a} : while they throw FOMMes 


euen to / wnne. 
THE I Falk act ainmli 


HEY laugh at our {implicitic, as 

being deſtrutiue of difcipline. And 
their widdome ought lurely robe magni- 
fied, who keepe ir yp lo gloriouſly, as you 
have alreadie heard. T hey laugh ,1 fay, 
at the f1mplicitic ofthe poore, blind, cre- 
dulous, miflead Catholike, ( they quali- 
he them as they pleale ) becaule they be: 
lecue what they yaderftand nor, though 
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hey were longe ſinceraught by S. Avgu- 


TV that not t'e Viuacitie of vnderſtandins 
SO 


| but the ſimplicitie of beleming , the peoples 


reateſt ſecurinie, They Jaugh at the fillie 
Catholike , | ſay. 

Becauſe they capttuate their vnder- 
ſtanding to the obedience of faith by S. 
Pavles counſel]. 

Becauſe rhey ſticke to authoritie, to 


which they owe their beleife , howeuer S. 


Auguſtine aſſuresthem 3 that they owe thery 
beleefe to authoritie. 

| Becauſe they walke inthe footſtepps 
of their fore fathers, conſerutng the ſarze 
Dottrine , {acrihce, Sacraments, and ce- 
remonie, Which ancient tradition deli * 


uvered into their hands. O happie and 


glort LOUIS Errours ! 
They,the while, with PEER proud pro- 


m1ſes f {nor ledge, haune indeede caught 


the people Witr -cnough, not togiue cre- 
dit, euen tothem(lelues, who are but men 


and may lye ; and fo hauing broken dow- 


ne the hedge, and inlarged the Fathers 


| bounds, they hane expoſedthe doctrine, 


and diſcipline of the Church, to be tor- 
ne in peeces by the people, whodeli- 
cigully teaſte them(ſelues with their owne 
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inu2ntions, while they interprete all that 
they read in Scriptures, and that thoſe 
new maſters haue taughtthem, to their 
owne fancies,as thole new maſters alſo 
delivered to them what they had inuen- 
red, and compoſed after theirovne fan- 
cies. If Luther and Caluine rooke to 
themſclues the Friviledge to torgeneW 
opinions, why $should not the Lutheran, 
and Caluiniſticall Miniſters inherite army 
prerogatiue? And if they inioy rhatli 
bertie of coyning , why should nl 
of the pover deſcend vpon the flocke, 
that the improuement of the doftrine 
may ſinypathiſe with the ſourſe whence 
it rooke its origine ? Inthe interim they 
haue brought their hogges to a faire mar- 
ker. But ve muſt not laughtatthem ; nay 


rather ought we to lament, and commr- 
{erate their milerie, 
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They ſctt all Gods mercyes to ſale: for what | 
ſunnes cannot be bought far money , as 
adulterie,inceft, murther ,blaſphes 


mie, fins paſt and preſent. 
THE XIV. REFLECTION. 


H ERE enters more lycsthenlynecs: 
five manye ilaunders yented with 
one breath. Youle pardon me, friends, I 
cannot belecue you. Eſpecially when you 
deliuer your {clues inſ{uch yaſte genera» 
littes: that all Gods mercyes should be 
ſer to {alc,all Without exception: had it 
bene bur ſome feW of them , and by ſome 
few, wc might haue looked vpan it with 
{ome feare, that there might be yer ſome 
 Iudas amongit vs, who would not onely 
ſell Chriſt mercies , but even Chriſt him- 
ſelfe : or ſome Symon , that would hauc 
bought or ſold the gift of che holy Ghoſt 
for money ; but that the praiſe of the 
whole Catholike Church , Should be ro 
{ell all, or any , of Gods mercies, I can- 
not beleeue you. Imy ſelfte haue benea 
Catholike theſe many yeares, and yetT 
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was neucr taught it. We haue ſtore of Ser- 
mons at Paris, and yet [ ner heard ir. 
| We have Catechiſmes, in great number, 
| & yer Incuer readit. We hauethe Coun- 
_ cell of Trent Which deliuers many thin- 
ges thatare not much aggreeabletroyour 
daintie palates, and yet you cannot point 
it out there neither. Bur contrarily , had 
you had as much mynd rodiſcouer tru- 
thes,as to publish falfities, you might 
haue there met vith as much careas men 
alliſted by the holy Ghoſt might cafily 
haue put downe, ta haucfreuented , or 
at leaſt , punished, all coucrouſneſle, and 
baſe trading in holy thinges , as appeares 
by the 21. ſeff. ther. cap. Wheras Eccleſsa- 
ſticall perſons ought to be free from all ſu5fution 
( at onely for the thin LO of conetouſne e: Let 
neither Bishops , and others who hane porer to 
conferre orders , nor their ſeruants Vnder what 
pretexr ſoemer , take anythinge ſor the confer- 
ring of any orders what ſoeuey , though but the 
firs# tonſwre. Nor yer for their dim; fforteler- 
rers , teſtimonialls, the feale , or any other Cau- 
fe whatſoewer,yea thounh it were ewen freely of- 
fered. Marrie the Notaries(m theſe places one- 
ly where the laudable cuſtome of tating no- 
Wing 4 not in Vigour) 1.19 receive for eaery 
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Dum;[ſoric or teftimoniall letter , the tenth part 
of a ©: 01-ne and noe more , ſorhat they hawe noe 
ſett j? pend for executing their office , nor any 
emolament accrue tothe Bishope out of the No- 
taries profits , by reaſon of the callarion of thoſe 
orders, ether directly ur indirefty. For mm cafe 
they hue any ſtipend , the Councell deth decree 
that the Notarie 1s bound to gue his paines 
wholy gratis ; forbidding and diſannulling all 


other taxes, /latutes , and cuſtomes , though of 


ryme out of mynde,of what places ſocuer, which 


ought rather tobe tearmed abuſes, and corru- 
prions which ſauour of ſtmoniacall. 1 ickedneſſe. 
And let them that doe contrarie tothis , as well 
the o1uers as the yeceiners, incurre de fatto, 
beſides the diuine wroth, the punishment 7/2 
fliftedby the Law. 

What more exat care, or cuen a kind 
of pious ſolicitude, could beexprefiedin 
words, eſpecially by men who ſtand here 
indibted to be martchits of Gods merciecs. 
Certainely Wiſe and modeſt men will 
iudge, that thiswas the way rather roshur 
vp the $shope for cuer , then toinuite cu- 
ſtomers, where they were like to ſpend 
their money not in buying Gods mercy , but 
in drawing his curſe ypon their heades. 


Inthe 24. ſeſl. 18, Chap. Tow might haue 


| 
| 
| 
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read (and haue profited by it) what care 1s Vſed 
by the Church of God 1n the choyce of good Pa- 
#ours , and what prouſion 15 made to preuent 
baſe trading as well tm them , as in thoſe that 
are depured to examine them ,: hich are tobe 
Maſters , Doftours , ur Licenciates Ec. who 
ſweare Vpon the holy Gofpell , that they will 
faithfully diſcharge therr dutie therin without 
any humane affettton or reſpeft. Letthem 
be warie, ſaith the Councell , to take any thin- 
ge 1n reſpebt of this examination either before 
or after. Otherwiſe let them , as well the taker 
| as the gruerincurre,orbe held guilite ofthe cry- 

me of S1monie , from which they cannot he ab- 
\ſolued, til they diſmiſſe thofe benefices , which 
they had obteyned before m any way rs. hatſoe- 
wer , and they thall become Wncapable to ob- 
teyne any benefice for ever after. Aud bethey 
oblidped to render an accompt of all theſe pri- 
miſes , not onel'y 1n the preſence of God , but al + 
fon the Proumciall Synode if neede require. 
Here one Would thinke, thathands, 
and purſes, and conſciences were fo ab- 
ſolutly ryed vp, that nonerthar preten- 
ded either to religion, or pubhcke ho- 
nour, or euen hisowne aqduantage,should 
be giuen to ſuch bate, irreligious and 
gainelefle tradinge,where heruns an cui= 
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dent hazard to loole more then hewan 
probably gayne, and his ſoule to boote. 
Sa farre, in all probabilitie, are Catho- 
likes aboue all others, from being lyable 
to the baſe \launders v hich are put vpon 
them of /erting all Gods mercies to fale.Wher- 
of were they otherviſe , ſome of them, 
guiltic, yet were the Church free from 
cryme, which vſcd all poſlible meanes 
tro prevent , and punish the ſame. 

In the 2.2. feſ]. m the Decree de Miſja you 
might haue found moreendeuoyr vied tg 
Shut yp all paſſagesby which baſe trading 
might be {uſpe&ed io creepein. The holy 
Fynoage ( ſaith'the Councell) doth decree 
that the Bishops who are Ordqnaries of the pla * 
ces,should Vc all poſſible endeuour,as we oblid- 

& them , to prohubite , and abſolutly take away 
all thoſe rthinges , which either couetouſneſſe, 
ſernice of Idoles , irreuerence , which falls not 
farre shert of tmprerte , or ſuperſtition, that fal- 
ſe 1nitatrice of true pietie , hath brought in. 
And to comprehend many thinges in a few 
words: to begin, mn the firſt place with couetouſ- 
ne(ſe , let : Dt abſolutly prohbit all conditions, 
paits and bargaines of what kind of reward 
ſoeuer , and what ener 15 payd for ſaying new 

Maſſes. as alſoall importune aud Wbeſeeming 
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eh baſe exdHtions of almes, rather then humble 
requeſts for the ſame »and other thinges of the 
like nature , which doe not much differre from 
rhe Stayne of 53monie , or at the leaſt from for + 
dide lucre. 

What,I pray,can be added to this care? 
or what more shoutd be faid,ro make you 
ſee; (if malice shut not both your eyes & 
vnderſtanding atthe ſametyme ) you ha- 
ue (aid amiſle of thoſe that deſerue it nor, 
and haue ſert the ſadle vponthe wrong 
horſe. Auarice is quite banished from our 
Manſions, Whether it may not raignetn 
your {male Conuenticles , v here the Mt- 
niſter is oblidged ( according to my Lord 
Bacon that great light of England hisob- 
{eruation intimated above) co water mo- 
re holes then one at once, ( to wit to pro 
uidc for his wite and children) looke you 
rot, [ loue notto recriminate. 

Bat if you will needs turnea deafe care 
toall this,and goe on with your ſlaunders 
by way of interrogatorie what finns cannot 
be bowo/'r for money, 4s adulterie &c. | as 
though it were fo viſible as none could 
but lee it; and fo demonſtratiuely cui- 
dent,as none could deny it, while you 
bring not one wordor peece ofa word, or 
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eucn a ſpecious lye to make good the | 
greateſt calumnies that can be caſt vpon 
atinnocen: |] Vhar place of defence is lefr 
vs, butappcaleto the world, whether the- 
re be anic ſafetie for Innocencie, if bare 
accuſations paſle for proofes ?and to the 
right which Iuſtice deneys none , that 
while noc proofe is made of an impoſed 
aſperſton, the accuſed may legally purge 
himfelte, by proteſting an iniurie 1s —_ 
him, as all the Catholike Church pro 
teſtes. Where , inthe name of God| for 
- haue ſtill a curioſfitie to heare whar mali- 
ce, being pur to it, can inuent | where was 
it that this ſv ppoſed aanlterie , inceſt , mur- 
ther blafphemie , Should haue bens bought 
and {ould 2 2 ſpeake out, men, or hold your 
peace for cuer; the cryme is too great, 
the world roo tuft co take your bare word 
fort: can you not, at lcaſt , hyre ſome 
knight of the poſt to ſweare it \That paſles 
for lawfull among ſome of your Saintes, 
as I hauc heard, and yet ve are not ſo vn- 
iuſt as to caſt the buying and ſelling of 
periurie,much lefleall other ſinnes,vpon 
your whole Church,as you doe vpon 
ours. You are told you os; becauſe you 
make my innocent mother , a huckeſter 
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of ſinne,a chaferer inadulterie, inceſt, 

murther : a bawde in blaſpheimie. I would 
not vie that offenſiue word did not the 
world ſcel am concerned in honour and 
dutie, and that indeede there is noe fence 
againſt a bare affirmation , but as bare a 
negation, 

Speake ar l:aſt being prouoked,play the 
men, & defend your ſ{elues;or all honeſt 
men willtake notice,that you cannot, 8£ 
becauſe you cannot,you are caluniatours. 
Invhatpart of theworld wasthis infamous 
trading dren? In what market, wasthis 
vile marchandiſe expoſed to fale?who 
were the ſellers, and who the chapmen, 
and vpon what price did they agree?and 
for what quanritie of this corrupted ſtuffe 
dealt they ?Were the buyers, and ſellers, 
and market place, andall inui{ible ? then 
happly you may fay, they lay inuiſtbly 
«KulKing inthe boſome ofour Church, as 
yours was ſaid ſometymesto hauedone, 
and ſo were inuiſible indeede, butyet 
were,as vell as your Church truly Was, 
when none could finditby looking be- 
| kind Luther. Credar Iudeus Apella : But 


tor my part, belecue me , though we Ca- 
tholikes paſle for the moſt credulous, yer 
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have not I weaknes of credulitie enough 
ro fall into ſuch a fancie ,as to belecue, 


| "i that you ( though you haue an impotenr 
i: power of ſ{ceing what none elscan ſee j 
a thatyert you, I ſay, hauecyes to ſee what 
| | i | 1s inuiſible; thatis, to ſee what cannot be 


ſeene; thar is, to ſee, what is not. If you 
haue any eyes, you will ſee the truth of 
what I iay; & ifyou haucany shameleft, 
youle hold your peace. 


—_—____H_w 


—_—_— 
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THE IV. CALVMNIE. 


As for whores , they permitt them to liue logs 
 ſely nithout pumis/-ment , and allot 
them ſtreetes and houſes to 


1 | mncre.ſe ſunne. 


Tryzt XV. REFLECTION. 


; 11188 EP.E, Madame, comes in a med- 
Wil lie of mixt marchandiſe, pauchero de 
"l} I'vn,& paucerto de lautro;ſome ſound, ſome 
corrupt, ſo ynhappily iumbled rogeither, 
that there needed noe more to (poyle the 
whole,and to make the aſlertion a ca- 
lumnie. CAs for n horesthey permitt , or tole- 
yate, them to liue looſely: thus farre, as for 
me, it Should haue paſt for granted : 
becauſe 


— 
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becauſe I haue ofren heard it reported, 
howeuerat the firſt blush it ſeemes to ha- 


| ue noe good face: But when they add, 


nithour punishment , [ {mella ratt, and crye 
corruption. They allot thera ſtreeres ( or a 


ireere arleaſt ) to increaſe ſine, T his 3gai* 


ne I am forced ro crye againſt, as che 
naughtie leauen,which ſpoyles the . hole 
lumpe orbarcth.  * 
-Here, Madame, they may ſeeme.to 
leaue the body and aymear the head: 
knowing well that their malice wjll bede- 
rived vpon them'both. They ſtrike at my 
father , hoping ro wound both father,and 
morher,and children with the ſame blow. 
We haue heard ofa dume child reftored 
to ſpeech, vpon an apprehended danger 
towards his father. And Should I be ſtruck 
dumme, contrarily, vpon this aſſacinate, 
where both fathers & Mothers,and twyne 
ownedeftriiftion, are equally aymed at?[ 
confeſſe a womans words, cſpecially {o 
inconfiderabie as I am, are but a poote 
defence;ycr Where IT wasnot ablerto {pea - 
ke a perte&t defence, ina matrer of fact 
which | kne'y not perfeUly, I found I was 
#ble-cnough ro c:yeforayde. The truth 
2; I had-reconferoatficnd, veiic :nteÞ 
ap 


* - 
are 
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ligent, and honeſt beyond all exception, 
who had diuers tymes bene an eye, and 
eare witneſle of that faCt 8&c. and he had. 
the goodnes preſently to take his pen, 
and purt downe, What I found full ſatis- 
fation; and I hope, ſuch will your ho- 
nour , and all lovers of truth, findit. And 
certainly jc Wll afford light enough, to 
lead you out of that miſt, wherin many 
haue ſtumbled at a molchill and ſtrayed: 
and diſcouer how ill you haue bene dealt | 
withall herein. Pleaſethen , Madame , to 
heare my noble friend, who ( hauing be- 
ne three ſcuerall tymes for a good [pace 


togcither at Rome) delivers the faGtas_ 
followeth. 


THrnz 1. ParkRacRaAPHE. 


ISTRESSE, 7 cannot but ſmyle all 
alone in my countrie chamber , at this 
ſoden ſurpriſe , where , while I intoge the de- 
[ ates of a high peace, you call me v0 warrs, in 
the defence of of our common father , where an 
equall dutic obl:dgesmc to an equall readineſſe. 
You ſeeme to ben ſome litle diſorder; But feare 
not woman,it u but a falſe Alarme,there will be 


noe hurt done. Rome ſtands at a great diſtan* 


4S | 
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ce,farre enou2h beyond thery Canon hott, nhar 
need we to feave thetr ſquibbes and ſlinges then? 
Its a ſtrong towne, and well guarded The Pope 
5 a good man, and frequent reports.91u2 h:mto 
be a Saint:be confident hu holineſſe and innoce- 
cie of ife,nv1ll be found proofe again ſt therr ma- 
lice ; the reportes of the m hores if they be 17 tly 
reported, will be able to faſten noe ſictynes Vpon 
him , or vpon the chaire which he doth il- 
luſtrate. Burlers laugh a while in our ſlee- 
ue togeither , before ve begin, What ? Is 
our aducrſaries furic run out to lo low an 
ebbe,thar it can beare nothinge of « aighc 
or bulke? Haue they (pent all their shoce 
ypon our impregnable Fortreſles; and 
now fall they to ſmale play rather then 
ſitr out, by fireing on our out workes with 
flashes of powder onely ; which giues cra- 
kes, but hurtes not; {eruesto terrife chil- 
dren, but makes menlaugh, ro obſeru2z, 
that their pride and tplenne is great in- 
deede , but their hornes shorr, Er Yana ſi- 
ne Virbus tra? So thar hauing in vane foent 
their powder and shot, they tall ro childs 
play. They lay downe their (xords, and 
muskets , & pikes, and falla chrovingcthe 
dutrt ofother mens vices vpon vs ; that at 
leaſt , they may belmeere cheir clothes, 

H i 
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wv hoſe bodyes they are notable to wound. 
Well ler them vanely went the reſt of 
their coller, while we deliuer thetruth 
of the ta$ to (uch noblc ſoules, as would 
bold it a cryme toderayne Truth priſo- 
ner in miſtakes. And lo letsto the-great 
bulincs, vpon v hich, you vould lay ,the 
fortunes of Greece depends. 


Trs I. PakachaPHer. 


ISTRESSE, The Proteſtants 
[ or who els they may be whowull 
needs ſtumble ac ſomething which their 
imagination giues them, lyes inthe way | 
are miitaken in the fact: for its mbſt cer- 
rainc,ihat the Pope takes neither fine, 
nor taxe, nor rent ,nor yearely tribure, 
to permitt, or rolerate finne , muchleſſe 
tO authoriſe, or increaſe it for a ſomme, 
which is falſcly reported. Sothar while 
they afirme,and yet pioue nothinge,one 
Short Nezo, is all that 1s duetothem for 
an anſvere. He giues no leaue| I conk- 
dently auerre it | nor approbation, nor. 
countenance to that filthie commerce of 
the whores. Bur contrarily, diſcounte- 
nanceth, dehorts, punisheth them , and 
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hinders their increaſe with great care, 
warchtullnefſe; and coſt. All that know 
Rome know this tbe moſtrcue , if they 
be owners of any braynes to haue made 
obſ{eruarion , and honour ,to ſpeake the 
truth, I appcalero their ingenuitie , whe- 
ther thoſe naughtie- women, be nor dit- 
countenanced, curbd, and kept Shore, 
by what care cluile goucrment Can {ug- 
oeſt, Fer. 

Firſt, they are prohibired ro come to 
any publike meetings , or afſemblies, 
where vomen of hononr meete , asat the 
Courlc and other places. 

2. I hc:yare prohibired ro goe in coac- 
acs,o-tirreout of dores onthe night. 

3. Theyareprohibiced to live in com- 
mon one With another , leaſt they might 
encourage one another in their vicked- 
nefle: and are forced co live {eparateand 
alone, letclingle tothe meiancholie hor- 
ror of {ach alolituge, as 15onely accom- 
paigned with a bad conſcience( a home 
bred punishment ) which a witec Poece 
will haue to paſle the huge torments ot 
Bufyris his burning braſen Bull. Ha: ing 


much lealure to heare God TIITS to 


titetr Nacts, many of them enter 1nyo 
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themwſelues, and change their abomina- 
ble, and euen painetull lives; confeſſing 
vith the Wile man, that they are vorne 
out inthe Wayes of iniquitie. 
4-.They are prohybired tra vie any al- 

Ivrement by wordsor {ienes: that is, e1- 
ticr by calling in paſlingers, or making 
any vnciuil or tempring {1gnes with hand 
or head. | 

5- In holy tymes, as Lent 8c. they are 
forced to goe to ſermons, where greateſt 
diligence is vſed rodchort, and deteras 
them from that damnable courle of life, 
by thundering Preachersplacing death, 
12Ggement, heauen and Hell fire, before 
their eyes, vith thegreateſt farce and11- 
tc that pious eloquence 1s able to ſer 
them our, as being the moſt powerfull ar» 
o:1ments to ſtrike ſich rebellious hartes: 
with feare , the begining of viſdome;and 
conſequently , the moſt eff-Qtuall'mea: 
nes to reclaime them. | 

6. They are not onely , dehorted diſ- 
countenanced &c. bur they are allo pu- 
eiched borh corporally and ſpiritually: 
both in ſou le, body,and fortunes. In their 
life, they are forbidden all rhe Sacra- 
ments, or exc, Mmunicated &c. Ar their 


death, vnlefierhs y be changed from their 
4 
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badd life, they are not permitted to make 
their laſt will and Teſtamenr, bur all their 
goodsareconhicated. Stay --- not to the 
Popes coffers ( which our antipopes vere 
gaping aftcr ) but ro the Hoſpitalls: and 
their bodyes are refuſedChriſtian burial', 
being throwen into a place neere the 
walls of the Citie, hard by rhe Porra del 
populo, Where, in deteſtation and punish- 
ment of their ſinne , they haue nocother 
then the Aﬀles buriall. 

And thar the ſaid reſtraintes might nat 
be proieQed onely,bur punttually execu- 
ted: there are publicke officers who haue 
continually a watchfull eye ouer them, 
and other malefaCtours , that they mighr 
not tranſgreſſe againſt the former prohi-. 
birions,or otherwiſe. And to performe 
their office morecfteually , they rake a 
liſte of all the whores names, that they 
might know who they are, and where; 
and be able ro force them ro the Sermons 
appointed ,should they at any ryme be 
found negligent. 

4. The Pope doth not one!y diſcoun- 
tenance, dehorte, punish, and put aſtrif 
watch ouer them, to (ee all the premiles 


ebſerued. Bur, yer further, his Holineſſe 
Ho 
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endcuours to hinder the increaſe of 
them by his oWne great carc and colt: for 
ft he cauſerh young girles, not yct mar- 
; gable,tobetaken (at teny-Jarcold,or 
there abour)tfrom their poore parets,[caſt 
th. y might be rempied by poucrtle (que 
coor 45 twpia) 9 proſtitute thoſe inno- 
ceats : and thelegitles he canes to be ca- 
eful'y brought vp in a cortaine hoſpital 
pirpole y deſigned for that pious worke, 
And yhen th.y come to beoft riper y :a- 
res, they are prouided with ſufficient 
portions, either to cſpouſe Gogl or man, 
that 1s,cither to chuſe Monaſtciies,or 
Mariage. [ es us 
| For this purpoſe there is a moſt ſolem- 
re and dcuoute proceſhon. made cueiy 
y are to the Dominicans Church, by 
three or foure hundred of theſe young 
cirlos,all clad in white (and tholcthac 
will be Nuns, haue litle croznes vpon 
rh:ir h2ades ,and whirc waxe candles in 
rheirhands) rothe Dominicans Church, 
where his Holynefſe expedts them in per- 
ſon ,and giues eurry one of thole poore 
girlcs a purſe full of money, to inable 
them eirher ro become Nuns or Wives, 
Is this, Madaine , as they baicly obtru- 


he 
4 
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de vpon you,and fallcly impoſe vporr re 
| Pope, to permit whoyer ro linelvofely withour 
punthment ? Is this , tollotthems ſtreetes and' 
houſes to increaſe ſnne? 1s this, to authoriſe 
ſumne for a ſomms * Is this, ropay Thwero 
the Church? Or rather is it notoneof the 
fo vleſt and falſeſt impurations , tHar eter 
can be caſt vpon a Souueraigne Prince, 
and heade ofthe Church? Andoneofrhe 
moſt baſe, vnworthie, and vnehriſtian 
ations imaginable, to make vteof cite 
;1gnorance of a fatt, at a great diſtance 
( vherin few arc able, andfewer willtn 
to take the: paynes-ro diſzbuſe themfel- 
ues) ro begerbadd impreflions in all rho 
{c F wherot the world 1s burtoo fall ] wito 
catily lend open earesco ſuch icandatons” 
reports , to. che preiudice of their Chri- 
ſtan brethren: whom ity arebound cc 
loue?-Is this, I. ſay to permire themreo (rae 
loofely without: purigoment ? (ince in verte 
deede they ate punished-in the ciutie1t- 
bertie Vhich other Women intoye; in 
thei repuracion; being marked our, and 
knoven to all rhe world tor fuch as rhey 
are: in their conſciences, being depriuned 
of the Sacraments, In their purte; not 
hauing pores to diſpoſe of thar Mam-. 
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mon of iniquitie which by their infamous 
commerce, or otherwiſe, they might ha- 
ue gayned, Finally in their body or deade 
corps,itbeing derwyedChriſtian buriall.[s 
this coallort ſtreetes and houſes,tuincrea- 
ſe ſinne, to withdraw the young grouth 
[ the poore girles | wherby they mighr 
haue probably bene recruted? Is this to 
authoriſe {inne for a ſomme , to imploy 
large ſommes for the conuerſion of thoſe 
that are already vnfortunatly fallen into 
that abominabletradinge ,and to hinder 
Others to follow their wicked example? 
So farreisit from truth that the Chur ch 
recciues any tribute by them, that it im- 
ployes the vigour of good gouernment, 
much care,and coſt,ro reclayme them. 

So that we may luſtly conclude, that 
the whores at Rome aye not permitted without 
punihment : Which yer our enemies afhr> 
med;and ve put it downe forthe firſt 
CALVMNIE. 

That they haue not ſtreetes allotted to 17+ 
creaſe thery ſinne ; which our enemies auer- 


red:and it is their ſeconde C A LV M- 


NIE. 
That ſinne # not authoriſ. d for a ſomme; 
vhich our enemies aſſerted; and itis their 


| 
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third CALVMNIE. 

That they pay not tribute tothe Church : as 
they falſely impoſed, and it is their foutth 
CALVMNIE. 

Deale fairely with vs; put downe all 
theſe in capitaleletters for Calummes; a 
ler them be fixed vpon the Calumnia- 
tours foreheades , and we will more. 


cheerefully goe on to the enſuinge 
charges. 


— 
tn... 
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THE V, CALVMNIE. 


They authoriſe ſinne for a ſomme Cc. and 
por onely ſins paſt , and preſent , but to 
come. Witneſſe the yeares of Iubilie. 


Tre XVI. REELECTION- 


HAT there is noe ſinne atall autho” 
riſed by the Pope, or the Catholike 
Church,cither paſt,preſcnr,or ro come,as 
to the vhores, hath bencalreadie proucd, 
and the contraric is marked downefor a 
calumnie , if right be done vs. But wheras 
rhat v hichthey bring for a proofe of it(to 
wit wirneſſes the yeares of Iubi lie) {eemes not 
cq relate ro the whores alone, but is euen 


124 Da Veygers 

extended, though moſt vniuſtly ,to the 
Whole body of the Catholikes , ironght 

not to paſlc \ ithoutgiuing: ſame better 

accompt ot it {elfe, nor shall ir. 


&# Tre I PARAGRAPHE, 


FADAME, had the yearcof lubi- 
Y Llicindeed , this ſtrange vnheard of, 
boundleſſe power, of not onely pardo- 
ning {ins paſt and preſent , but withall of 
authoriſing ſfinne to come for a ſomme ,. 
muſt needes confeſſe, it were a' great Iu- 
bilie indeede, and we should neuer necde 
more then.one, vnlefle we were madd 
not to make ſo comfortable a.prouiſion, 
when ſo faire ati occaſion is we But 
fince the Catholike Churchk'doth: not 
onely diſowne, but euen deteſt , and pro- 
reſt againſt ciras a 'moftabominable Ca- 
lumnic. 

L..ſcarce: know: here. whether I should 
rathervish robe Democritus or Heracli- 
tus. Dcmocritos, to laughat their blind 
ignorance to aduenure to ſpeake of thin- 
ges they areſolicleverſedin: Or Hera- 
clitus,to Weepe at their intolerable ma- 
lice to ſpeake pointblanke againſt their 
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knovledge and conicicnce : and to force 
in a Vineſle þy head and shoulders ,t0 
ſtand vp ina cauſe which he neuer cirher 
{aW , or heard , or eyen dicamedot:.mir- 
nejſe , lay they , the yeares of Tabrhe. Thiivis 
the highth of baſenefle. Yer hoid on, dee 
your worſt , vedefye you; yſe whatyio- 
lence-you can , you shall neyer be ablero 
wreſt a vord out of qur lubihestayour 
aduantage v hich publisherh iuſtice and 
peace indeede to the repentanklinncr. 
Bur makes noeOucrye, or open algpf 
authoritie ro finne for a lemme. .: 
for your ſelues if you haue any reliquesof 
yorth , or-wit, or, euen-impudencic deft 
you , Thich you haue nor alreadiedegor- 
ged. Your honours areat ſtake , 8 zhould 
you bring noe apparent proofes atleaſt, 
after ſuch-prouocatiens syour owne yerie 
friends would leaue you for impoſtours. 
In what Councell of ours; inwhat Cate- 
chiſme, doe you find itout ?P,eadeitout 
of {ome of our Diuines ,or cantrouert- 
ſes, who, haue FrittenJarge volumesof 
the power &c, of Indulgences: R eade, [ 
ſay, that ſinns pa(t; preſent and to come , are 
authoriſed for a ſomme tn the yeares of Iubilie. 
And the world will ſee youlyed not gra- 
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tis, and Vele all pur a curſe vponthar 
Rocke of Scaridal]l,vpon which you ſtum- 
bled. Looke backe to former tymes,if you 
Iit, and read it out of ſome of our ſwornc 
enemies, and cuen that will pleade a part 
of an excuſe. Run backe to the Walden- 
fians thoſe blindbeggers of Lions, the firſt 
viltble oppoſers of Indulgences and beg- 
ge ſome poore ayde from them. Indulgen: 
ces, ſay they , which the Pope grantes, are no- 
ehing ac all worth. Bur this falls farre shorr. 
Run to Wicklife that homebred Monſter 
Its a fond thinge, ſaith he, ro grue creditto 
the Popes and Bishopps Indulgences. This 
doth partly out-vie theſe = Yah yet Co- 
mes not home. Run to Luther , heire ap- 
parent to thoſc illuſtrious anceſters, and 
beſt improuer of that noble inheritance, 
Who was as fowle mouthed an Apoſtle, 
25 one would wish, if we belecue S. Tho=- 
mas Moore who leaves him cacanten ca- 
watumgque. Which words as any one may 
eaſily guefle by the afhnitie they haue 
Virch the french, marke him out fora 
bealtly fellow. 
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THz Il, PAkAGRAPHE. 


"a DV LGEN CE S$ arethe moſtimpious 
deceripts , of moſt wicked Poyes wherby t 
cheate,and looſe the goodsand ſoules of the fas 
full. T his 15 to ſpeake our, in my conceipr, 
and yet Ve heare not of authoriſing ſame 
paſt , preſent , and to come, for a ſamme. 50 
that this reſtimonie is moſt due to you, 
and you $hall not want it, that through 
you be but younger brothers, you haue 
yet outſtript all that euer went before you 
m alaVleſſeimpudencie. 

But what you cannot find inour an- 
thours or Church (should you ceuen burſt 
for ir ) to wit ſins paſt , preſent , and tocome, 
authoriſed for a ſomme in the yeares of Iubilie: 
what if I shouldfind in yours, andcoft 
you nothing, noe ſommeatall. Looke 
towards Luther, hes a good fellow, and 
will deale more liberally with you. Loo- 
ke vron him, I lay, & you $hall notonely 
find a Plenaric Indulgence, farre more 
ample then cuer Pope durſt grant ir, for 
ſunnes paſt preſent and rocome , but euen. an 
abſolute ſauegard from all danger to boo- 
te, ſaue onely infidelitie. A Chriſtian ,ov 
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baptifed perſon ſaith he , s ſo rich, that, al- 
though he n ould , he cannot looſebs ſaluation 
by any ſinne , how great ſoeuer , Vuleſſe he will 
.uar beleeve. Ort you live neerer France 
.goc t0 Caluine ,and there rooyou may 
haue the Pardon of the lubilie yeares for 
ſrans past-preſent and tocome ,withour pay= 
ing a-pennic. what tyme ſever , ſaith 
be , we. be bapnfed ,we are atonce washed and 
cleanſed forall our hfe. In baptifme u obtayned 
perpetuall and continuall forgivencfſe of ſinns 
even Vnto death. Theſe are gallant: men, 
Madame and find ways to.aue their fol- 
loWers (in a manner will rhey nill they) 
wihoutallthe paines,and carc, andcoſt, 
v-hich Ve Catholikes are wont to be pur 
to,2as your Ho.will pleaſe to heare ; for 
now 1 am tefalued to keaue thoſe Calum 
niatours,and deliuertoyourLa.in all ſfin- 
ceritic what, I haue bene alvayestaught 
by my Catholike Mother in this be- 
hak. 


Trr III. PaxRAGRADPHE. 


LEASE then to. know, Madame, 
& beitrknowen to atl thoſe tharmay 
haye receiued had impreſhons by the 

forelaid 


E, 


ay 
he 
1d 
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foreſaid ſlaunders, that the Catholike 
Religion teacheth nor thar finns paſt, 
preſent,and to come can be pardoned, 
much leſſe authoriſed for a ſomme,cither 
by Iubiles or otherwife bue proteſts 
againſt itasa Calumnie. 

2. That our lubilie yeares, and our 
Indulgences, neither puts a pennie into 
the Popes purſe, nor takes a pennie out 
of ours, but fuch as + efreely and without 
conſtainte giue charitably ro the poore, 
or beſtowe in ocher pious vices: And this 
I afhrme abſolutly ypon myne owne 
knowledge, neuer in fittic yeares ſpace 
hauing merte with any iniunttion or pra* 
ile to the contrarie. 

3. That noefinns at allarepardoned, 
not prerended to be pardoned in our Tu- 
bilies, independently of the Sacramen- 
tall abſolutions we Feceiue inthe Courts 
of Pennance,to Which the ſinner is re- 
micted to haue pardon for his finnes, as 
they were remitted by our Sautour 
Chriſt, and his forerunner Sainte Iohn: 
Doe euery one of you pennance: and 
againe: vnlefle you doe pennance , you 
Shall perish all rogeither. 

4- T hat fannes are neither remitted 

I 


f 
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in the Court of Conſcience, nor by our 
Jubilies, laue onely. by the Sacrament of 
Pennance,confiſting of Contrition,Con- 
teihion, and SarisfaQtion - that is, by ſo- 
rove to have offended fo divine a Maic- 
ſtie; by an humble and ſinceere conteſ* 
{ton of our taulces in the eares of a Preiſt 
approucd, and (atisfattion according tO 
his iniunt.on, or the meaſure of our cri- 
mes. T his 1s Our faith, this is our common 
and approucd praCtile. Whichis indeede 
{o ra:1onall and (o ſatisfaftorie, euen to 
coinmon icnſe, that I cannor dreame 
what the moſt criticall braine can haue 
to lay to it. Aperion of honour is offen- 
ded by iniurlous wordes, or ations &c, 
1 he oftender concetaes hartie (orowe for 
it; he expreſles that ſorowe by a lincere, 
and humble Confeſſh9n of his fault , he 
reſtifies himſelfe readie to giue whar ſa- 
tisfagion may be judged competent , to 
the worthy perſon offended. What more 
can be deſired by any man. And yet, 
Madame , if the Catholike praQtiſe be | 
pretended to gocatany leſle, itis cicher 
raken vp vpon credit,or gathered from 
ſome particular Authours « ithin the lar- 


ge compalle of the Catholike Church, 


humble Refle&lions. 131 
whoſe {ingle and loole prattiſes, are nei- 
ther belecued nor approued by the ſame 
Church , and conſequently are vnwor- 
thily impoſed vpon her , and her duti- 
full children. 


THE IV. PAR AGRADPHE- 


1 N\ TOR is this, Madame, { as thep 
c VN falſely ſay) ro hauca countenance, 
oO | Ffor(ooth,for couetouſnef{:. Bur to hauea 
e | ſecond and(uretableafter the Shipwrake 
ec | Hof (inne, which is bought by noe other 
1- | Aſommeburtherepentant teares, ofa con- 


G trite and an humbled hart, which being 
OT ftamped by Gods grace,are by all Cathe= 


e, | likes held co be current money in the _ 
he | fight of God, without the addition of any 
a- | other {omme,as is balely aſſerted, and 
tO impoſed vpon Catholikes , vichour all 
Ire ground of truth, laying: (as ir were in the 
et, | perſonofa Catholike) Thatthe offendants 
be | muſthaue a true Contrinon, or ther ſumme of 
cr Money will 've then noe good , nae more then 
om | mull atrue Contrition r. ut hout the ſomme. Let 


ar- thole ſlainderers prod::ce at leaſtone Ca- 
ch, tholike Authour , who holds this aþ2m:;- 
I 1 
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nable opinion,(& the Cathalike Church 


will anathematiſe him) to free their cre- 


dit: oritwill betaken for granted, thar ir 


is morecthen they can doe,& noe lefle in- 


deede then an abiolureCalumnie,vnlcſſe 
it be a ſomme that ought to be reſtored to 
the right owner, betore the {innecanbe 
abſolued, according to that ancient Ma- 
Xime ; non abſo/urthy peccarum mſi reſtitua- 
tur ablatum , Such 1s the luſtice of Gods 
Church, of hich there is noe praftiſe 
among thoſe thar liueWithour, as your 
Honour » ell knowes, and noe proteſtan- 
re can den. Y. 

Thus farre have I delivered what is not 
taught by , bur fallely impoſed vpon, the 
Catholike Church, ro remoue all (ſuch 
cauſelefie Calumnies. Now , Madame, 
with your permiſſion, will Ipaſſ: onto 
put downe what I haue bene alwayes 
taught in the fame Church. Thatyou 
may clearely ſec from » hat ſourſe thar 
power of Indulgences is deriued , and 
how ancient they are. And with what ef- 
fets and fruites th.y are praiſed 
amoneſt vs. 

And wherasnow, while I writeth eſe 
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thinges, it hach pleated God to ſend vs a 
 Jubilic, Which ail Paris ts endecouringto 
gaync, haue iudged ir:nor out of ths. 
way of our preſent difcourle, ro bring you 
acquainted Withihe forme and ceneur of 
ir, word for word as it lyesin the Popes 
B.ill; which being , IN 10Mme pailages, at- 
tended with Shorc obieruations,may hap- 
pily. proue more latisfactorie , then any 
othcr thinge could be fad ypon that 
{ubice, 


T.;e Vrniuerſall Inbilte granted by our holy 
Father Pope Alexander , by the duine prov 
wdence the ſeauenth of that name , to 1m 

- plore Gods grace and aſutance w the 

preſent neceſiute of the C,urch. 


| LEXANDER Pope the ſeauenthre 
all farthfull Chriſtians ro whom theſe 
pref-ntes mall come , health and _ApoStolicall 
, | Bened: Eton. C aſting the eyes of our ces from 

the moſt emment Sea of the Church , Vpon all 


| the partes of the world ; and artent:uelyconſt- 

dering t/ e continuall calamities n hich affli & 

1 the flocie wheymith we are intruſied fromt abo- 

ue, We are not ableto vepreſſe re frequent ſobbs 

. | mc: burſt out from the Tone of our harte, 
it) 
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nor the teares nhic!: loi from our eyes in abun. - 
dance. For » hat hart of tron n ould not be ſen- 
ſuvly rouched , 1th the preſent miſeries which 
ouerflo the Chniſtian world? Warre i ſett on 
foo. e, and orowes ewery day more and more ob- 
flinate among Catholke } rmces , and to ap + 
p. aſe 1t , all tre inuentions of humane pruden- 
ce, aue hitherto proued vnprofital le. in the 
Eaſt, the countries which were ſubreft tothe 
puwer of a moſt prous common wealth, are 1n- 
fe ſted by the turkish warrs of ten yeares conti- 
nuance. Inthe North , aparte of the kingdome 
of 4 moſt Catholike kinve , s inuaded by hereti - 
call armes: and the frontiers of the ret , u not 
ſafe from tierr malice and power. In the ſout5 
partes, acruell plague u begun , whic ) depopu- 
la es the netohbouring nations; and horribly 
th eatens thy capitall Citre of the true F el19109. 
A ll is full of te terrour, and iuſt appre enſions 
of he miſeries which tnirone vs. So that now 
m *re then cuer,we reſent t..e hand of God tolye 
he® wie Vpon Vs , becauſ* our crymes prouote 
hu wroth : to appedſe which, tough - e ceaſe 
ot ro 1mploy: our owne ſacryfices m particu- 
LP and thoſe of others , toveither 11th the 0- 
lait ns of prayers ' tout intermiſ1on , yet 
we 14dge tha: ie shall move promptly re- 
cerue the effects which we hope from Gods mer- 
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ey if the Prayers of all far. hfull Chriſtians we - 
re 10yned nith ours ,tnerr ſoules being firſt pur- 
ged of the ſinns wi1 h defile thum, by tne hol- 
ſome remedicof ſinceere Pennance: for our good 
God u myld, and mercifull , and pardons all 
that inuoce him in ſunceritie of harte. 


Tr:t I. OBsERvaTION: 


ADAME, you vill obſerve, that 
ye meete with nothing yet thar 
ſeemes any thinge to Sauour of that baſe 
trading ,\ hich our enemyes v ould im* 
pole vpon vs,nor will there any 0iher ap- 
peare in all che Bull. Marie this appeares, 
and is made viſible and intelligible toall 
that haue <y.'s toſee, andearesto heare. 
That e hauea good Paſtour who ſleepes 
not, bur is vigilant ouer all his vnuertall 
flocke. Thar he wants not care to confi» 
der, nor bowvells of mercy to commiſera- 
re his childrens calamiries,w hich by com- 
paſſion he makes his owne. He knowes 
that his sheepe which he calls, are ſpred 
all the world ouer, and they heare his call 
" to the furdeſt corners of the earth, and 
knos him,and acknovledge him by their 
prompt obedience He — not to 
111} 
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inrich himſelfe with the flecſe, but te 
inrich them with the bleſſings of remiſ- 
ſion and pardon , the fruites of Chriſts 
Paſſion ,'intruſted in his hands. He calls 
chem to faſting, praying, pennance, wor - 
kes of mercy,vie of Sacramentes &c. and 
his order 1s hardly diſtinguished from the 
execution therof : rhey all tun ; the Em- 
perour, Kinge, Prelate, Prince, Preiſt 
and people, with vaanimous hartes, and 
ioyat endeuours , to make violence 
againſt heauen ; and torce, as it were, ne- 
ceſſarie bleſſings from the hands of 
Mercy. 

The Pope goes on. Now that all theſe 
tlhinges may be done nth more fruite and pro- 


fit , and co n1uh more feruour of 


Spirit , we haue thowzvt good , following the 
ancient cuſtome of the Romane Church , the 
Mncher and Miſtre{fſ: of all the reſt , to open, 
communicate,and diſtribute the cre: ſures of te 
ſame Church, wherof we are made the Difþen- 
ſers by the prace and authoritte of our Sauiour 
Teſus-Chriſt. And to 'hiseffe&t , on tye behal- 
fe of Almightie God, Father , Sonne , and holy 
Ghos-., by Apoſtolicall authoritie , withall fa- 
therly affection, we requeſt , admontsh , and 
exhorce in our Lord Teſus all fathfull Ciri- 


G—_—_ he " a+” _— 


as * 
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ſtrans in penerall of both ſexes , as well thaje of 
thrs ogy oly Citie , as thoſe that ave omt of 1t, 
in 1 hat place ſaeuer , that they would deaaaly 
ſett Vpon and accomplish the rhinges following, - 
and that they would be feech God our Samonr, 

by the be vells of his mercy to vouchſafe to pro- 
ret the Catholtke faith , and defend it, againſt 
the attempes and ambushes of her enemyes : to 
extiypate hereſie : to grant peace ro Chriſtian 
Princes , togeithty with a true and profound 
trangullitie : to deliuey fuch as are alreadie ms 
fetted wit) Vhe plague , and preſerue the reſt: 
and to ſuccour the Cnurch m the preſent necef= 
ſfuries which 5he prones Vnder. | 


THe II. OBsSERrvatroN. 


W HAT appeares yet but good and ver- 

eaous, and well beiceming that com- 
mon Fatier ? He neither ſpeakes of fe 
ling , or cuen giueing, out pfany ſtore of 
his owne, but ourof 3 yy endo. ſtocke 
of the Catholike Church. Or by'any 
other authoricie bur that Which waslefe 
by leſus Chriſt torhe Church , andderi- 
ucd vpon his perſon by lawfull ſacceſſton 
cuen from the Chaire of Peter, ereted 
by Chriſt Ieſus. Nor doth he make vic of 
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thisaurhoritie vpon aſl:ght occaſſon,bur. 
in a generall and crying calamitidd Nor 
yet doth he imploye this common trea- 
face for any (ordide lucre, or otherviie 
badd end, or ty (uch indulgence to make 
Chriſtians leflc caretull co performegood 
workes &c. Bur for a moſt laudable and 
Ctri:ianone, rothend, faith he,r'at rei 
faſtes, prayers and penttentiall prattiſ:s, ro 
Which heexhortes them, maybe done with 
more fruite,C feruour of Spirit. I hertordoch 
he open,communicatc,c diſ{ribMee t: e treaſu- 
re of the ſame Churchont\.e behalfe of ilm1gh 
ee God, Father,  onne, and H.G. Nor duth 
he take ypon him to begin a new thing 
neuer before heard of in rhe Church of 
God: bur proceedes according to the ancient 
cu/tome of the Romane and Mother Church, 
Which is delivered in the Councell of 
Trent as followes. 

Wheras the power of granting 1 ndulgences 
w4s conferred vpon the Church '- Christ ; and 
that she Vſed this kind of power , deltuered Vnto 
her by the diuine proutdence , in the mot an= 
ceent tymes; the holy Synode doth teach, and 
commande , that t'e Ve of Indulgences , 


which is Verie p? ofitable to all Chriſtians , and 
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made good by tle authoritte of holy Councells, 

howld be retayyed in the Cuurch , and doth 

anathematiſe or curſe all ſuch ,as either affir - 

me that they are vnprofitable , or denye that the 

Church ha: h power to grant them. Honbeit the 

Councell deſires that moderation be Vſed in 

granting them , according to the ancient and 
approued cuſtome of the Church ; leaſt otherw1- 

ſe Eccleſtsſticall diſcipline might be shaken by 
roo muc' facilitie. And deſiring rhat the abu- 
ſes w'ich . erevpon haue crept m , wherby the 
fomous name of indulgences 15 blafþheamed by 
the hereti. es, chould be correfted and amen» 
ded, it orders 1n generall by this preſent Decree 
char all baſe lucre for the gaynins of them, 
which hach bene a great cauſe of many abuſes 


among the Chriſtian people , should be Veterly 
abolis'ed. 


Tre III. OsBstExvyaTtioN. 


ENCE you may ſee, Madame,that 

the Pope goes not along without 
Counſell & authoritie:nor did the Coun- 
cell of Treat begin any neW thinge, bur 
continued an old: runing ſtill ſecure in 
the foote ſteppsof Anceſters,and ancient 
Councells, But wheras neither Pope, 


” —— 
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(proceede he neuer is iairely, farherly; | 
and Chriſtianly) noc ancient Fathers: 
nor Councells, will find any great cre- 
dir vith our Souuecraigne Aduerlaries, 


+04 worlds great iudges,TI Will onely outof 


sf lo... reſpet to your Honour, and other louers 


ng *n4 of truth , point at the authorities in the 
bind ng, 


left by MAargcnt 5 taking Vp R uh One paſlage OUT 


en 36 of S. Paule, which me thinkes should ſa- 
HOWY 50 


*  tisfie all men,andgiuethem occaſionts | 


Clurch reflet, that the Churches and Popes pro= 


Ma. ceeding, in point of Indulgences, was 
16. 4 d «ON 

10:n1s draven vpon that Originall. 

Thepra* This holy Apoſtle chen, Corinthians r. 


ebem and 5. plancly exerciles the pover v hick 


1:4; ypon his Apoſtles,and ia them ro his 
and 1. 


Cor. Church as co the firſt parte of it , to witr, 
cap. tO retayne ſinne &c. vpon the inceſtuous 
| 0) 28h Corinthian. ! imdeede abfent in body , faith 
Mar. c. he, but preſent in Spirit , haue alreadie iudged 
"_—_ in Spirit , him that hath ſo done ,in the name 
15.6741. of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt Ec. to deliuer ſuch an 
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| xc. to Sathan for the deſtruction of the flesh, in ſome 
| Char the Spirit may be ſawedin t 6 day of our 54's 
Lerd 1eſas-Chrift. Behold the offender ex- c,,, 
communicated, Or cutr of, from the Canon 
Communion of tus Chriſtian brethren, ''.'?- 
& keptin pennancefor his cryme. Bur as many 
ro the ſeconde parte of remuteing or looſing '**7 
&c. in the 2+tO the Corinthians 2. being _ 
moued to compaſhs by Tymothic, Titus, 
&c,he grantes him an Indulgence or par- 
don, and remitsthereſtof his pennance, 
For my ſelfe a'f6 that which I pardoned ,if I 
pardoned any rhinge , far you, tn the perſon of 
Chriſt , that we be nat circumwented by Satan. 
Nor 1s the Popes Indulgenceany other 
thinge then a remitting, or pardoning, 
Part of Penance or (atisfattion inicy1ed 
Pr , or otherwiſe due to ſ{inne; and thar 
200 in the name, perſon, or by the autho= 
ritie of Chriſt , the guilt therof being al - 
readic pardoned. 

The Bull againe. Wherfor we confiding 1n 
Be mercy of Almphtie God, and mthe au- 
thoritie of hu bleſſed Apoſtles $. Peterand $. 
Paule , in Vertue of that verie power which we 
baue receiued of our Lord Iefus Chriſt withoat 
any merite of ours , to rye and Vntie , doe grant 
and pue by the tenure of tre preſcutes mo? ple- 
naric Indulzences , and remiſſion of all the 
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ſunns ( 45 it 15 wont tobe granted 1m the Tubilte 
gyeare QC. ) toall faithjull Chrishans that are 
1 Our ſaid holie citie , .. ho within the Fþace of 
a month aftcy the dare hereof , hl! faste one of 
the frydayes of the ſaid month ; ana hawng firſt 
confeſſed their jmi:es , shall rewerently recerue 
che moſt holy Sacrament of th: Euchariſt. And 
( leaſt by the 0 hk e of people , S-o0uld 
they Viſite Churches after the ordinavie man- 
ner , the infefton might be increaſed ) dewou- 
rely ſay therr the Roſarie of the Bleſſed Virgine 
Mani , or the ſeauen Penitentuall I ſalmes, 
with the Litantes and prayers follo . ing , ar ho= 
me in thetr one particular ; and prayed forthe 
foreſard purpoſes , and £14en almes tote poore 
45 their owne charitie may ſuggeſt ro each one 
17 þ4 rticular. As alſoto.all others im what pla- 
ces ſo-uer without our ſas d citie, who are in pla- 
ces 1 here there 1s noe ſuſpicion of the plague 
(nhich we /eaue tothe 1udgements of the ords- 
nartes of the reſpeftiue places ) shall Viſote the 
Churches appointed by the ſaid Crdinaries,their 
Vicatres , Officialls, or by ther order ; or in 
want of trem, by ſuc as haue' harge of ſoles 
#n thoſe places , preſently after theſe preſintes 
are come to ther no | ledge $£c. The reſt of 
che Bull I omir , as comtayning onely the 
Nyle of the Court, togeither with the 


——___——_ 
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Priuiledges granted to all Preiſts appro- 
ued by lawfull aurhoritie, ro abſolue all 
reicrued caſes: irregulariries, Cenſures, 
changing vowes &c. and permiſſion fot 
all Penicents ro make free choyce of any 
Preiſt ſo approued. 


Truzs IV. OBSERVATION. 


ND , I beſeech you, good Mada- 
me, . harcan malice meete Within 
all this, I doe nor ſay , wfily lyable to fo 
blacke calummiecs, but cuen not worthy 
of higheſt commendations. A generall 
Carc in a common father roexcite his 
children ro Pennance, and the praQtiſe 
of . orkes of pietie, and Chriſtianchari- 


tie. A generall obedience and concur- 


xence inthe children , vpon their fathers 
call, to complic with the ſaid workes, 
therby to amend theirliues, and appeaſe 
Gods Wroth. He is moued by a mot iuſt 
cauſe , the common calamitie, wherby he 
conceives the diuine Maicſtic highly of- 
fended. He ſuggeſts the beſt meanesto 
remoue it, euen that which he learntof 
our Saulour leſus Chriſt and S. Iohn, Pe- 


nance, and the actes therot,fa/fing,praying, 
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and almes deedes ,n hich extinguish ſinne, as 
water doth fire. And all this, inthe name, 
authoritie , and perſon of 1 eſus-Chri(t — 09 3. 
Paule did. And they ( howeuer they are 
confident of his authoritic } hopeing for 
nothing by the Popes conceſhons, vnleſ- 
ſe, firſt, by cheir owne endcuours, and 
good diipolitions, with the helpe of the 
Sacraments, they bein the ſtare of grace. 
In which ſtate, and noe otherviſe, they 
are hopefull, in Gods mercy ,to receive 
the cfte&s,or fruites of the Popes pare 
dons: to wit, full remiſtion of the parnes , or 
fatisfattrons , due to therr ſinns. Andyetin 
the name of God, what a bugge beare is 
this made to deterre the ignorant from 
pope andpapiſt; as they pleale roqualifie 
vs Catholike ? As though , torſooth , he 
vndertooke ro ſave and damme, and ſell mere 
cy to whom he pleaſed: v hile notice is not ta- 
ken the while , that the leaſt Miniſter 
(greater then all the popes putt togei- 
ther ) arrogantly takes vpon him , to 
preach plenarie pardons from both the 
guilt and paines of finnetoall oftendants, 
be their crymes neuer (o ennormtous ( at 
leaſt if not publicke ) without referue, 
vichout ſatisfaction , without reſtitution, 
onely 


% 
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onely vpon a bare repentance, whichis 
þur one part of the popes iniunCtions , & 
that onely toremitt the paine dueto fin- 
ne. O whart a vaſte, blind , prodigious 
bcuntie is this? which renders Chriſtians 
ſo rich , that they cannot euen perish if 
they would, vnleſle they leaue of , ro be+ 
lecue:as the teneur of pope Luthers yaſte 
Indulgences beate. 

And now , Madame, in ſome tnealure, 
agreeable to my weaknes, hauing purged. 
my Catholike Mother, in point ot the 
towle Calumnies caſt ypon her,& vnhan- 
ſomely foiited into your feaſt by out 
encmyes, me thinkes | am recouered out 
of a foWlepaſlaige , and reſtored toa faire 
plane, where | meetg witha more gentle 
airc,and delightfully doel Walke roo and 
fro on it. For ſurely, ſay you, Monaſticall liues 
are profitable tothe common wealth : becauſe it 
keepes peace , and makes plentie, and begetts 
a habit of ſobrictie which g1ues a ood examples 
end many tymes eranes their ownemynds, 
though naturally orhermiſc disþofed, ro follow 
the ourward carriage : for the cultome of the 


O or 
one may alter the nature of the other gc. The 


next cauſe for plenty ,they are of a Fpare diet, 
and moſt of whar they eate cy should cate ky 
k 
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ther over , is fish , yoores « &C. and the like. 
Madame, Though by this diſcourſe, 
your gentleneſſe giues vsenoughto ap- 
peare glorious in the cycsof the world: 
and makes vs fit ſubicCts to find more fa- 
uour 1n proteſtant common wealthes 
then ve could ever hitherto meere with 
(lince we alone prattile a profeſſhon, 
w hich keepes peace : makes plentie . begetts 4 
habit of fobr:etic : we Vſe Ceremonies which kee- 


pes the Church in order, and glues it magmfi- 
Cence. Beſides it keepes out murmure , di ſCon- 


rent , and idleneſſe , which are the cau ſes of re- 
bellion ) yer, vader fauour wheras,in con- 
cluſion, you ſeeme to doubt whether it may 
be any aduantave to the ſoule &c.we mult not 
O | 
fitt downe content with theſe halfe paye- 
menres, (and the worſe, haltes roo ) we 
muſt nor rake yp vith driblets for con(t- 


dcration , with lofle of the principal]. The 


cheife ayme and end of Monaſticall life 


is the ornament , beautrie, and felicitie of 
the ſoule; or to ſayallin one word , the 
perfe&tion of charitie,ſo farre forth asit 
can beartaynd ton this life. Thoſe other 
remporall benedicions which acrue to 
the world and themſelues( intimated by 
your La, ) from that holy profeſhon, arc 
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bur partes of the hundredfold ecomifes 
by our heauenly Maſter inthis life , to 
thoſe that abandonne all for loue, life 
cuerlaſting being reſerued tothenext, 
for the ſoule. As1 hope your Honour will 

haue found conuinced by reaſon in the 
fourth Chapter aboue ; as well as by au- 
rhorite in the firſt, ſeconde , and third, 
where it is made appeare a tymely pro= 
duction of Primitiue Chriſtianitie in the 
firſt, In the ſeconde, it is graced with an- 
gelicall prerogarives by the holy Fathers 
ynanimous votes. And inthe third , loa+ 
den vith admirable fruites of Spirit, by 
the vndenyable teſtimonies of ancient 
Hiſtories. How comes your Honour then 
ro goe on as followes, {aying. 


— 


Although rationally , one would , thinke that 
Gol chould not tate delight 1 in shauen hea- 
des , or bare and dirtie feete ,co 1 backes, 
hungrie ſlomacts , or any outwerd habit. 


Tus XV REFLECTION. 


ADAX\XE ,, I cannot burlooke 
vpon this palſag 354 7emnantol 


K 1 


. : 
b be 
= 7 
: T 
= 7 
. 
S 
bo 

- 
» : 
. ®, 
bi 
4 
z 
3 
- _ 
p bi 
/ 

" 
Y - 
- 


148 Du Vergers 


the old leauen znoe produttion of your 


bercer ſeaſoned ſoule. This 1s certainly 


ſome fume belched vþfrom the roo full 


bellic of ſome tat Epicure in the middft 
of his deuoute prayers and pious reſolu- 
tions, of lers eate and drinke , becauſe to mor * 
row wes" all dye. For this ſtrikes not onely 
at the barc backe, and hungrie ſtomac- 
kes, and durtie fcete of the pore Monke 
or fryer onely;bur arall the penall aftions 
and ſatisfa&torte workes for .finne , {o 
highly prayſed ,and frequently praftiſed, 
by all the ancient fathers , Martyrs, and 
Confeſſours of the primirine tymes. That 
I may not fay it hath alashtoo cuenar 
Chriſt his ſacred and rorne shoulders, at 
his laborious and paynefull ations and 
paſſion. I am not ignorant thar thoſe li- 
bertines doCrine,and pleaſures is, that 
his ſufferance ſufficed for all, and freed 
vs from further ſufferance:bur as they are 
not taughethiscuen by faith it ſelfe,vhich 
is not now the queſtion; ſo, muchlefſe 
are they able ro perſwade it by reaſon, 
which is the thinge in preſent agitation: 
for rationally one would chinke that God 
Should not be delighted in hisſonns'bare 
Shoulders , his ignominious humiliations, 
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& publicke abandonment. And thenceir 
paiſed for a ſcandall withrhelewes, and 
a follie with the gentils, though it were 
indeede the loue , and mercy , and wildo- 
me of God. 

Why should we then , Madame, oner- 
matche ourſciues in ſtruing to diſcouer 
by the rvyye-light of reaſon what God 
may be delightedin and what not , and by 
that meanes put rockes of ſcandal in 
the way for licentious (oules, which per- 
cciue not,what belongs to Spirit, to ſtum- 
blc at, While we haue berter ſtarrs to wal» 
ke by? wheras there is norhinge more 
wholſome and ſecure in Chriſtianitie 
then that the authoritie of Scripture 
Should preceede and conduct reaſon, as 
your Ta. alſo concluds when you leaue 
your ſelfe purely to the guidance of your 
owne ſecond and better thoughres , con- 
cluding, netther muſt we follow our ow- 
ne reaſon in religion bur faith, which is 
the guide of our conſcience. Whether 
then reaſon lead vs toitor not, God may 
be delighred in bare shouiders &c.1t faith 
puideys to it;zwhich yet can neuer bewith- 
our realon , hoWeuer it may be without 
the reach of it. And as forthe reachof my 

K& 11} 


150 Du Vergeys 


reaſon, I ingenuoully acknowledge ir to 


be of ſo {male an extent, that I should 
not be able lo farre to looke into that hid- 
den God his counſclls, as ro diicouer 
whether he may be pleaſed or diſplealed 
with any of our aGions at all : ſince I 
Should nor thinke thar Eagles ſtowped to 
the flighr of flyes: that tapers could adde 
lighctothe ſunne beames : that lefſe then 
a droppe could (well the Ocean : that no- 
this compared to All could appeare ſo- 
mething : that that inconſiderable and 
vanishing vapour, Man, could afforde 
delight ro the diuine Maictftie. Noe.con- 
rrarily I should apprehend oleaſurero be a 
kind of addition , by the artaynement 
and fruition of ſome yood , V hich we be- 
gin a nev to poſleſſe, and diſpleaſure robe 
a withdrawing and priuation of the tame, 
Wheras, God, is he is his owne beers , lo 
is he his owne happre beerng {rom all erer- 
nitie, his ov ne conter, his owne Soucrai- 
once and (uperadinirable delight, and fe- 
I:ctuie. Being neither ſubictt ro addition, 
nor diminution. And thence it should 
ſe:me the P.oyall Plalmiſts reaſon mo- 
yed him ro conclude God to be his God, be- 
cau/ehe neeaed nome that was hu , to mak 
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ſome new acceſſion of delight or happ1- 
neſſe. And Lucretius, though, otherwiſe 

an Epicure, ſaid of God, rhathe abounding 

1n hs owne riches , Stands in neede of none of 

ours. $0 that, happly , should we conſulc 

reaſon alone, we should hardly find our 

how he could be delighted ( not onely 

in bare backes &c, ) but euen 1n thole 

better thinges wherin you place his de- 

lightes ( nor doe wedeny it) as 12 an hum- 

ble harte , and lowe deſires , a thankfull mynd, 

ſororfull thouzhtes , repentant teares EC. 
And ſo by the waighr of flesh be borne 
downe vpothart other vnworthy thought 
which you preſently after exprefle, bur 
approue not , ſaying , for we might thinke 
that God did not intend man more miſerte , or 
lefſe of this world then b:afts , Madame, had 
not this prodnCtion of rationalitic bene 
berrer ſtifled in the Conception, then 
broughr our to light, {ince there are bur 
too many that doe not onely thinke it, 
bur practice it alto, without ar y other 1n- 
1itation, then impecauted realon, or cOr- 
11pT nature boved downe to beſtialitie? 
for man when he was placed 1n honour , Vn- 
derſtood 1t not , and ſo 1 as Compared to brute 
beaſtes , aud was madeliietort' cm. Hence 
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ſach 2s meaſured their actions by this 
crooked rule, ſaid : come therfor let Vs in10y 


te 90d rIInges that are, and let Vs quicklie 


Vc the creature as 11 oury , let Vs fill onr ſel- 
Hes VI") previous mine and oyntcments ; and let 
not th: flowre of the tyme; aſſe Vs. Let vs cro » = 
NC uu? jelues wit!) rojes before hey mither. Let 
thre be noe medo:ve which our riote 5s/;all not 
paſſe through. Let none of Vs be exempted from 
Onr r1OfouH ſneſſe : every wherelet Vs leaue ſiones 


of 10) : Gag thy eur portion , and this our 
lor. 


See, Madame, into what precipices 
man rushes downe, when quitting the 
royall ray preſcribed by faith, he adhea-. 
rcs co his owne braine abſorp in teniua't- 
tie. And when Spiriruall and ho'y chin 


- Be Arc waighed in ——_— ballances, 


not with the {anCtuaric raightes. GO as 
Prouidence and mercy hath graciouily 
furnished vs with bercer rules, ſurer war - 
ranries, which according to S. Peters 
Co:nke 1, we Should 10e n. ellos attend to,as 
to a candle s:immeim a dare place \ Votlll OY 


day .ca .ne, and the day ſtarve ariſe in our 


hartes And in theimerim, accordingto 
S. Pailcs. nor to be a1ſcr then meought tobe, 


but robe ; tfe ro ſobrictie, 
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Taking then faith, or the wordof God 
for our guide, we cannot doubt butGod 1s 
delighted in man, the maſterpecce of all 
his divine workman shippe here below. 
Since he hath left it pur downe by the pen 
of thcholy Goſt, that his delightcs ave to be 
with the Sonnes of men. And what dorh he 
cheifly defire in man , but his hart, which 
he leemes to ſue for , ſonne g1#e me thy hart? 
And What doth heaymear in his hart but 
his loue, Whoſe ſeate jt is? All then, Mas 
dame, that is loue, for loue, or condu- 
ceing to the ſeruice and aduancement of 
loue,is agreeable ,or delightfull, in the 
{tghr of the diuine Maieſtic ; fince thar s 
the fulneſſe andend of the law and propheres. 
So that, Madame, aske Hilarion why 
his backe and whole body is naked ,and 
he pointes you out the Goſpell, thar Di- 
uine Robber, for the Authour of rhat 


bleſſed cryme, ſaying ir was that booke 
vw hich {tript me. 


THz Il. Par acrarnet. 


At bare and dirrie, and he preſently 
an{Wers, itis for the loue of his Lord and 


SKE the poore Frier why his feere 
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Maſter. Aske him againe, Whether of the 
two he preferts, a cold backe, oran hum- 
ble hart; and he replyes with {miling, 
that you quite miſtake him,if you concei- 
ue he places perfeCtion tn shauen hcades, 
dirtie feete cold backes, hungry ſtomackes, an 
courſ: and ſimple habits, which did they nor 
proceede from loue , and lcad ro loue, he 


would value at nothing,as apprehending 


thoſe exteriour thinges alone, litle gra- 
refull in the eyes of heauen, Bur ſince ve 
are made ſure by faith, that God 1s a Phy- 


fCantropos, and a heauenly Pigmalion,who 


falls in loue with the peeces of his owne 
hand, and loues mans mutual] loue , as 
being the end of his law , his labours, and 
paſhions, reaſon ealily leades vs to infer- 
re,that rationally too he muſt needes lo- 
ue the meanes to the ſame end , ( as euery 
rationall man vſes to doe, and that ſo 
much the more effeQtually, by how much 
he deſires the end more ardently ) ſuch 
as ve concciue theſe in part to be it not 
immediarely , at leaſt mediately by re- 
mouing thinges oppoſite to it. For ( goes 


the Frieron)) we haue heard from S. Au- 


uſtine , that two loyes haue built two cities: 
ſelfe louc , 1n contempt of God , an earthly one; 
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the loue of God, tn contempt of onesſelfe, a hea= In the 
wenly one. The firſt ſeeketh che plorie of men, page 


God en- 
but the latter deſires God onely as the teſt1mo- gl:ched 


nie of the conſcience , the greateſt plonie, That by Cras* 


AW. 


glories 19 ut elfe \ this in God XC. That boa- 
ſterh of the ambitious conquereur led by the luſt 
of Souucraignette. In this every one ſeruerh 
ocher in charitie , both the rulers in counſelling . 
and the ſubiefts 1m obeying. The wiſemen of 
that follow ether the goods of the body or mynd, 
or both , lung according to the flesh. Butin 
t/15 other, the heauenly Cite , there is noe wiſ- 
dome but the pretie that ſerueth the true God, 
and expefteth a reward mm the ſoctetie of the 
holy Angells and men , that God may become 
all in all. That fir/t loue muſt be ſubdued , that 
thu may vett grouth : the decreaſe of that beiny 
1ndeede the increaſe of thu , as the vtter rune 
of that , 15 the perfett1on and raigne of this. 
And ( vrges the Monke or Frier,) 1s 
this like to be done withour labour, whe- 
re ve all experience in our lelues, what 
we heard from S. Paule, a continual[ll ct- 
vile warre 1n this mortcall body of ours, 
where the rebellious flech makes head 
againſt rhe Spirit? Isirenough co ralke of 
humbled hartes , lowly deſires, thanke- 


tull myndes, ſorrowfull fighes, repenting 
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rcares,and feare of.off. nding, without 
vicing any cfieCtuall meanes to procure 
them?Or can ve be lodeſparatly left by 
common lenſc , as to conceiue , that pow- 
dered heades,and paumpered feere,dain- 
tily couered backes, and cramd bellies, 
Should be a more conducing meancs , 
chen thote others which we imbrace,whi- 
leſt they are looked vpon by you with 
contempt and ſcorne, as thinges irratio» 
nall ? 


Tre III, ParRaGrarHet. 


|/40 was not thus that the Prophete Io- 
nas,vho was ſent from our Lord,prea- 
'| ___ chedrothe Niniuites. It was not thus that 
q the Kinge and people vaderſtoode him; 
| who, befides that they beleened in God , pro- 
clamed witvall a faſt,and were clothed m ſact- 

cloth from the greater tothe leſſer. And When 
the word came to the Kinge he roſe out of 
| tus Throne, and caſt away his garment from 
| him, and was clothed with ſactcloth, and ſat 
a5hes: ſome Courtier might haue thought 
| that this lowe bodily poſture was not ſu- 
I! table to Maieltie , and that God ratio- 
| nally should not be delighted in his ſacK- 


— E—_— 
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cloth and ashes, bur in the humilitie and 
lowlynefle of his hart &c. yeru pleaſed 


God to teſtifie he was pleaſed inir, ſince 
the holy cexte ſaich, that God ſawe( not 
their hartes onely ) but cherry workes , that 
they were conuerted from thety ewll way , and 
had mercy &XCc. | 


The good lob too reprehends himſel- g,,. 
fe, and doth Penance in imbers and ashes 4. 6. 


making vie of an abie& poſture of body, 
rogeither with an humbled harte , what 
euer miſtaken reaſon might haueſugge- 
ſted co the contrarie. | 
The Kingiy Prophete alſo went on in , 
the ſame way, put oncloch ofhaire, and 
humbled his ſoule infaſting, imploying 
go0d meanes to procure bertereffettes, 
It examples out of the new law doe ber= 
ter pleaſe, looke after S. Lohn Baptiſt in 
the wilderneſſe: whereyou shall fadhim 
prattifing and preaching penance , in 2 
rugh garment, of Camels haire ( not wo« 
ueninto fine chamler ar Bucerus blusheth 
nor to futt it) with a girdle of askinne 
about his loynes , whoſe foode was locu- 
ſes and vwildehonie; making himaſelferhe 
Prince and preſident of dirtie feere , cold 
backes,and hungry ftomackes, I mcanc 
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a blefled patrone ofa ſolitarieandauſtere 
life and profeſſion. Of whom our Sauiour 
ſaid tothoſe,who went out to lee him,char 
they went not out to ſee a man clothed in, ſoft 
garmentes &C. 


Tre IV. PakRacharyHet. 


R if you had rather looke vpon 
him , who came after him, but was 
made before him , the lacher of whoſe 
Shoe he was not worthy to vntye; that 
onely begotten ſonne in whom his hea- 
uenly father was well pleaſed , ſaying: 
heare him. Let at leaſt his ſacred vords be 
layd vp in our, harts, and let his example 
be putt downe for a ſure Rule. Vnleſſe, 
faith he , you doe pennance you shall all like- 
m1ſe $eriche. But what pennance muſt this 
be? Certainly that which his wiſdome 
raught vs,not that which our injquitic 
feyncd toir ſelfe. That Which his painfall 
examples pointed vs out : not that Which 
our oWne licenciouſneſle pleaſeth to ad- 
mit of, Becauſe he ſuffered for vs, leauing 
vs an Example that we mighr follow his 
ſteps. And ſaith he, woe be torhee , Coro- 
ſaim , woe be to thee Bethſaida ; forif in Tyre 
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and S1don , had bene wrought the miracles that 
haue bene wrought in you , they had done pen= 
nance in haire cloth and ashes long apoe. SEE 
W hat kind of pennance he points at , noe 
humble hartes , and ſorrowfull thoughtes alone; 
bur (ſuch as inuolues the ioynt endeuours 
both of body and mynde: humiliations, 
abieations, chaſtiſements, and mortifi- 
cations of our owne members, thatwe 
may beare about With vs a ſound and pu- 
re fcuie,ina ſound body , thats , to thend 
we may become holy bothin body and mn Spirit, 
according to S. Paule. 
Andif this verc his preaching, his pra- 
ftiſe (varued not from it. For he confe(- 
ſes of himſelfe that he was inlabours 
from his youth. He lived inthe wilder- 
neſle , watched, faſted, prayed whole 
nightes longe, while he had neither ſinns 
of his owne to ſatisfic for, nor indgement 
to dread , but onely for our crymes, and 
our example. 7 haze left you an example, 
ſaith he, and how, an example which [ 
- would haue youro follow : becauſe , who 
| followes me walkes not in darkneſſe , but shall 
haue the light of life. Which while we haue, 
by his grace, let vs confidently walke in 
it, leaſt being lefr to run at randome, and 
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grope out our vay by the fallible light of 
xcalon , darkneſle ſo oucrtake vs, that we 
Shall aot Knoy whither ve goe,and ſo ya- 
nish in our owne knowledye. 

It was not thus that the great S. Paule 
followed him, v hocame not to vs in lof- 
tinefle of ſpeach, or of vi{dome, butin 
the ſimplicineand ignominie of the Cro{(- 
ſe of Chriſt, tudging not himſclfe ro 
know any thinge among vs, bur Ieſus 
Chriſt, and him crucified ; that is, ſuffe- 
ring the greateſt corporall paines, the 
oreateſt poucrtie and nakedneſſe,and the 
greateſt abiefion and confuſion imagi- 
pable: thence teaching vs by bodily mor- 
tifications and paines, 0 vanquish the 
flesh : by pouertie and nakedneſle, to 
conquer the concupiſcence of the eyes; 
and by confuſion and ignominie, to ſub- 
due the pride of life. This was the humble 
knowledge that the great Apoſtle affe- 
aed gd eſus Chriſt 5 and mm C ructfied wherin 
he placed all his gloric. Thus to live who- 
ly to God, he was nailed with Chriſt tothe 
Croſſe ,and lived he , now not he , but Jeſus 
Chriit lived in fnmw. 


THE 
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THz V. PARAGRAPHE. 


INALLY to purr this buſines in its 
true light, ler vs looke into the cir- 
cumſtances of that admirable Apoſtle. 
Neuer had any the vertues which your 
La. ſpeakes of, in a greater meaſure. Ne- 
| _uer did any puttagreatet rate vpon pure 
loue and charitie then he; who 510uld he 
hase Fpoken with the tongues of men and An- 
gells: should he haue had all Prophecie , know- 
ledge of all myſteries , all faith euen to the re- 
moumy of mountaimes: should he haze beſtowed 
all his ſubſtance pon the poore ; and enen deli= 
wered his body to burne , and yet haue wanted 
charitie , he eſteemed himſclfe nothing , nor 
conceiued any aduantape to acrue to him by all 
thoſe other thinges. 
Neuer had any humllitie of hart,& lowe 
deſires, in a greater degreethen he: who 
pronounced hirmſelfe the leaſt of the Apo- 


ſtles, and one not worthy the name of an Apo- 


file. As reputing himſelfe te ficſtor grea- 
teſt of ſinners. 

Neuer didany more admire Gods wil- 
dome then he, who leauing reaſon , be- 
takes himſelfe ro higheſt admiration, 


L 
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Ctying out. © the highneſſe of the wiſdome, 
«nd knowledge of God : how comprehenſible 
are his ludoementes ,and how nſcrutable ave 
tus wayes. 

Neuer did any breaſt harbour more 
ſorrowtull tighes then his; who reſtifics 
of himicife, that hea d orear ſadneſſe , and 
continuall ſorrow m his hart , wishing himſelſe 
to be an Anaihema from Chnist for h:s bre- 
thren. | 

Neuer did any more vnderualue him- 
{elfe , & magnifie the mercyes and grace 
of Chriſt then he, whoaſlurcd the world 
that what ener he was , he was by Gods grace: 
who wrought in his hart both the will and per- 
formance : and that of himſelf: , as ofhimſclfe, 
he was not able to thinke one g00d thought ; bur 


that all his ſufficiencie was from God. 
THz VI. PARAGRAPHE. 


A ND yet he, Madame, hel ſay,whs 
was ſo diuinly charitable; ſoincom- 
parably humble ſo great an admirer of 
Gods wiſdome 3 ſo dauntingly ſorrowfull 
cuen for brethren crymes. So excellent a 
magnifier of Gods mercyes, and vnder- 
ualuer of his owne abilities ; Was not con- 
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cent With all theſe heauenly endowmen- 
tes alone, nor thought himſelfe in ſafe- 
tie cherby, vnlefle he added his oWne en- 
dcuours to them by corporall and penall 
aydes. 1 chaſtiſe my body, faith he, and bring 
| 1t into ſermtude ,leaſt perhapps when Thaue 
| preached root bers , my ſelfe become reprobate. 

Ah, Madame, where cedars are not 
proofe againſt rhe blaſt of Gods wroth, 
where should quiuering reedes shrude 
themſelues > How $hould we Lambes 
| tremble, & what penaities should notwe 

vndertake,ro helpe to ſecure our poore 
ſoules; while the guide of the flocke, the 
Dottour of the Gentiles ; that ſacred yeſ= 
ſcll of Elefion,as he was published by 
the mouth of Truth ir ſelfe, muſt fo la- 
bour , and punish himſelfe, leaſt preach- 
ing to others he himſelte might become 
reprobate? 

He was not 1gnorant the While,that 
Chriſt dycd for him, ſince he aſlures vs he 
dyed for all men; and fince he himſfelfe ſaith 
in particiilar: he lowed me, and delivered him- 
ſelfe vp for me. 

He was nor ignorant, that he hadlayd 
doWne a treaſure which was ableto dil- 


charge a greater debr then we wereable 
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He was not ignorant, that he hadplen- 
tifully powred our pretious ſtreames ſuf- 
ficient to washe and purifie, eyen thou- 
fands of durtie worlds. 

He knew well, and taught vs, that that 
Lambe of God who was {Jayne tor vs, had 
with his ſacred bloud wiped out che hand. 
writing of the Decree that 14s made againſt 
Vs, and faſtned it to the Croſſe. All this he 
knew,and yet he cealed not toworke 
with his hands, to watch, to preach, to 
pray, to chashiſe his body, and to bring it inta 
ſeruttude. All this he Knew,and yer he fea- 
tes not co tell rhe Coloſhans, thar he rcroy- 
ced to fu ffer for them , and to accompltzh the 
thin ves hich want of the Pa ſSrons of Chriſt in 
his flesh, for Chriſt s bedie which 15 the C:' urch, 
Was there ſome Want of Chriſts Paflions 
then? Noe, Madame, none in the worth 
and value ofthe pricc ofa plenritull re- 
dernprion, putt downe 1n hisowne pre- 


tious bloud : none in point of {uthciencie;_ 


none as though they wereto borrow ſo- 
rething of our pouertie toaccomplish 
them. Finally none on Chriſts f1de , bar 
on the parre of vs Chriſtians, who ought 
to 5hare in his ſufferances, that we may 
haus a part in his gloric: who ought to Cx- 


bu 
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preſſe his blefled life and Paſſion by our 
lives and paſhons, or compaſſons, as it 
becomes members to be conformed to 
their heade, nor leauing him diſloyally 
to treade the wine-preſle alone, & leade, 
the while, delicate and licenrious liues, 
deuoyde of all paine and ſufferance, Noe, 
Madame, the Paſſion of Chriſt was nov 
all ro end ypon the Mount Caluarie, but 
was cuen to laſt till the end of the world: 
for as he it 1s that is honored in his Sain- 
res, when they are honored as they ought 


to be honored : and loued in his Sainres, * 


when they are loucd by vs, as they ought 
ro be loued:as healtois fedd in the poore, 
and clothed in the naked , ſo doth he tut- 
fer in all thoſe thar ſuffer for wſtice: and 
thence it is, that While Paule pertecures 
his members onely, he cryes out from 
heauen, that he is perſecuted. Saule Sale 
why doſt thou perſecute me? To witt , Mada- 
me, tne neade, Chriit, and his miiticall 
body, the Church, make buroneincire 
myſticall body, one whole Chriſt; and ſo 
the Paſhons of rhe heade, and the (uffes 
rances of the members, make bur one 
complete bulke of Paſſions all which are 
ſaid to be Chrifſts; and from him . and his 
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bleſſed Paſhon ypon the Croſle, all our 
humiliations, morrifications and ſuffe- 
rances, haue all the vertue, value and for- 
cethey hauc to become meritorious, and 
ſatisfatoric for {inne. Andalbeitthere 
is noc inſufhciencie in the ations and 
Paſhons of Chriſt the head, yer his wiſ- 
dome ,will,and tuſtice requiresand or- 
daines, that we his members should be 
fellowes of his Pathons, as we nope to be 
Sharers in his glorie; and that by ;uch ſuf- 
tering with him,and according to his 
example, we Should applic to our {clues 
and orhcrs, the generall and ſoucraigne 
Medicine of Chriſt his merites and faris- 
factions: nor ought this to appeare ſtran- 
ge. to any Proteſtant, or be otherWiſe 
eſteemed by them ' derogatoric or iniu- 
rious to his plentitull redemption vpon 
the Crofle, fith they,as well as we, hold 
it neceſlarie to apple that great price by 
the Sacrament of Baprtiſme, for exam-* 
ple &c. 

For this, Madame, (1 meane, to make 
this application of the merites of Chrilſts 
ations and Paſſions to our {oulcs : or ex «+ 
preſſe his blefled life, as ftarre forth as 
poſſibly we may be inabled by his grace, 
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by ours : and by the ioynt ſufferances of 
the head and members, to make ypthe 
ptenirude of his paſſon)all the auſtericies, 
watchings, faſtings, prayers, Sacraments 
and Sacrifices, which are vied in the 
Church , are imployed. 

Fox this ; the Prieſts and Monkes sha- 
uen heades : for this the Nuns vowes, {0- 
licude and filence: for this the Heremi- 
tes wilderneſle: for this, the poore fryers 
bareand dirtie feete: for this, all the peo- 
ples hungrie ſtomackes : all which , as we 
humbly acknowledge, were of noe worth 
or merite, did they not ifſue from, and 
were they not ſanQtified in, that fourſe 
of all merite, ſowould they prouec of noe 
cffeneitherto theatrayning of eternall 
felicitie , were they not referred, as all 
our bleſſed Sautours ſufferances were, & 
in verrue of the ſame, rohiserernall fa- 
thers honour and glorie, as to their laſt 
end* who as he is the begining withour 
begining, ſois he the end without end, or 
the endleſle felicitie of ysall, and of all 
thinges which he creared of nothinge. 
And yet we(who out of the abundance 
of his free mercyes, are taken into the 
communication and patriciparion of the 
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-infinite merites of his ations and Paſ- 
nons) by imitation , may truly lay, (yet 
vith all humilitic, and due acknowledg- 
ment, not glorying in ourſelues, butin 
our Lord,the Authour of all our good ) 
All 1s ours : but we are Chriſts; and Chriſt 
Gods , that God maybe allin all, Amen, 
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